
v. 04/2023 

 TARRANT COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER’S DISTRICT 

200 Feliks Gwozdz Place 
Fort Worth, Texas 76104-4919 

Phone: 817-920-5700 Fax: 817-920-5713 

Date:  

This authorizes the Tarrant County Medical Examiner’s District, Fort Worth, 

Texas, to release the remains of:  ____ 

to the        funeral home. 

Please complete funeral home information below: 

Address:        City:   ____ 

Phone: Fax: State/ZIP: ____ 

Authorization is also given to the above named funeral home, or its designated agents, 
to remove the said deceased to their place of business to care for, and prepare for 
disposition in accordance with professional standards. 

Funeral home is authorized to receive valuables:      Yes       No 

Signature 

Printed Name 

Relationship to deceased 

Note: Cash over $100.00 must be picked up in person by decedent’s next-of-kin. 

Tarrant County Medical Examiner
Sticky Note
Texas Health & Safety Code, section 711.002 Disposition of RemainsSec. 711.002. DISPOSITION OF REMAINS; DUTY TO INTER. (a) Except as provided by Subsection (l), unless a decedent has left directions in writing for the disposition of the decedent's remains as provided in Subsection (g), the following persons, in the priority listed, have the right to control the disposition, including cremation, of the decedent's remains, shall inter the remains, and are liable for the reasonable cost of interment:(1) the person designated in a written instrument signed by the decedent;(2) the decedent's surviving spouse;(3) any one of the decedent's surviving adult children;(4) either one of the decedent's surviving parents;(5) any one of the decedent's surviving adult siblings; or(6) any adult person in the next degree of kinship in the order named by law to inherit the estate of the decedent.(a-1) If the person with the right to control the disposition of the decedent's remains fails to make final arrangements or appoint another person to make final arrangements for the disposition before the earlier of the 6th day after the date the person received notice of the decedent's death or the 10th day after the date the decedent died, the person is presumed to be unable or unwilling to control the disposition, and:(1) the person's right to control the disposition is terminated; and(2) the right to control the disposition is passed to the following persons in the following priority:(A) any other person in the same priority class under Subsection (a) as the person whose right was terminated; or(B) a person in a different priority class, in the priority listed in Subsection (a).(k) Any dispute among any of the persons listed in Subsection (a) concerning their right to control the disposition, including cremation, of a decedent's remains shall be resolved by a court of competent jurisdiction. A cemetery organization or funeral establishment shall not be liable for refusing to accept the decedent's remains, or to inter or otherwise dispose of the decedent's remains, until it receives a court order or other suitable confirmation that the dispute has been resolved or settled.(l) A person listed in Subsection (a) may not control the disposition of the decedent's remains if, in connection with the decedent's death, an indictment has been filed charging the person with a crime under Chapter 19, Penal Code, that involves family violence against the decedent.Sec. 691.024. PERSONS WHO MAY CLAIM BODY FOR BURIAL. (a) An officer, employee, or representative of the state, of a political subdivision, or of an institution is not required to give notice or deliver a body as required by Section 691.023 if the body is claimed for burial.(b) A relative, bona fide friend, or representative of an organization to which the deceased belonged may claim the body for burial. The person in charge of the body shall release the body to the claimant without requiring payment when the person is satisfied that the claimed relationship exists.(c) A claimant alleging to be a bona fide friend or a representative of an organization to which the deceased belonged must present a written statement of the relationship under which the claimant qualifies as a bona fide friend or organization representative.(d) For purposes of this section, a bona fide friend means a person who is like one of the family, and does not include:(1) an ordinary acquaintance; (2) an officer, employee, or representative of the state, of a political subdivision, or of an institution having charge of a body not claimed for burial or a body required to be buried at public expense; (3) an employee of an entity listed in Subdivision (2) with which the deceased was associated; or(4) a patient, inmate, or ward of an institution with which the deceased was associated.(e) A person covered by Subsection (d) may qualify as a bona fide friend if the friendship existed before the deceased entered the institution.

Tarrant County Medical Examiner
Sticky Note
The Tarrant County Medical Examiner Office is open Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m.. - 4:30 p.m. for property releases. Contact the below offices for property release information if the death occurred in another county. Denton County Medical Examiner: 940-349-2870Parker County Medical Examiner:  817-594-8845Johnson County Medical Examiner: 817-558-2245
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