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Tarrant County: Our North Texas Home

County Lowers Tax Rate for Three Consecutive Years!
It is always good news when the tax
rate goes down.
Tarrant County has lowered its property tax rate an additional penny for the
third year in a row. A penny might not
Tarrant County Judge seem like much, but it is the equivalent
B. Glen Whitley
of over $18 million in property tax revenue. Below are some of the big improvements Tarrant
County will be rolling out for fiscal year 2019. And all
of this for an average of $15 more per household.

Disciplined Budgeting Process

Criminal Justice Initiatives
One major initiative taken on by the County this year
was centralized magistration. Whenever a person is arrested for a certain level of offense in Tarrant County
they are now brought in front of a County Magistrate to
start the criminal justice process.
To support this process, in addition to the 11 full time
positions, the County has also appropriated $4 million to
support centralized magistration and pre-trial supervision.

Developing any budget is a challenge. Whether for
work, home, church, or any other situation where tough
decisions need to be made based on scarce resources.
Tarrant County faces the same challenges.
We begin the budgeting process with two clear goals
in mind:
 Delivering quality services our residents expect.
 Requiring clear justification for every dollar requested

from our taxpayers.
Each elected official and department head goes
through a thorough and exhaustive budgeting process
with these two goals in mind.
Isn’t that the way government should work?

New Positions to Provide Better Service

Tarrant County Commissioners Court

Tarrant Proud

We have good jobs, good schools, affordable housing
and an excellent quality of life in North Texas.
We believe working together collaboratively to im Forensic Death Investigations - A Forensic Death In- prove our community provides a professional environvestigator is being added to support the 24 hour oper- ment which makes Tarrant County such a wonderful
place to live, work, and play. Let’s keep it that way.
ation of the Medical Examiner’s Office.
As your County Judge, I promise to do just that!
 Passport Program - The County Clerk’s Office will be
hiring six new positions to expand the passport program in our Northwest and Arlington subcourthouses.
 Criminal Justice - Adding 11 new positions to support
centralized magistration and pre-trial supervision.
Our 2019 budget includes funding for 33 new positions some of which include:
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Tarrant County Elections

Improving Voters Experience

It is a busy time of year in the
Elections Department. With the
mid-term elections coming up on
November 6th and early voting
taking place from October 22 thru
November 2, there is much to be
done to ensure a smooth electoral
process.
Our new Elections Administrator,
Heider Garcia, has been on the job
for just over six months and has
Heider Garcia
been very busy improving the inElections Administrator tegrity of our elections and the
overall voting experience.
The Elections Department has an annual operating budget of over $6 million, 36 full time employees, and up to
100 part-time employees at certain times of the year.
They administer elections for 43 cities and 21 school districts as well as Tarrant County College, Tarrant Regional
Water District, and several other special districts.
On Election Day, they can host up to 420 election locations. In Tarrant County, there are over one million registered voters and 704 voter precincts. This is quite a big
operation and requires many months of careful planning
and preparation.
The Elections Department has been heavily involved in
trying to increase voter registration and turnout in Tarrant
County. In the 2016 Primary 31% of registered voters cast
their vote. This is up over 15% from the 2014 primaries.
In the 2016 General Election, turnout was 62% up from
37.59% in 2014. In addition to voter turnout, voter registration is up almost 12% compared to 2014. Voting is our
civic duty and the Elections Department is doing their part
to ensure we increase voter registration and turnout as
much as possible.

Recently, Mr. Garcia made a presentation to the Commissioners Court regarding Vote Centers. Vote Centers
would allow voters to vote at any location on Election Day
versus voting only in their assigned precinct. This would
allow for a much more convenient voting experience for
all registered voters in Tarrant County and the hope is this
will increase voter turnout on Election Day.
During recent school district elections, a new electronic
poll book system was piloted . This system allows voters
to electronically check-in when voting on an iPad rather
than hundreds of poll books having to be printed as well as
poll workers manually check-in voters. The Elections Department is planning on a wider use of these poll books
during Early Voting for the 2018 mid-term elections but
will be using paper poll books for Election Day. The plan
is to be completely transitioned to the electronic poll book
system by early next year.
Another priority is the replacement of the 12 year old
voting equipment. There has been significant attention
given to cyber interference which could potentially affect
the integrity of our elections system. While Mr. Garcia
has continued to put best practices and procedures in
place, the integrity of our elections is one of the top priorities in our election operations and will be a primary focus
in the selection of voting equipment to be used in Tarrant
County for years to come. Tarrant County has been planning for this replacement for several years and is poised to
upgrade the equipment next year.
As one can see, there is a lot going on in the Elections
Department. However, their focus remains on preserving
the integrity of our election process and providing the best
voter experience possible.

October 22 - November 2, 2018 Early Voting
November 6, 2018 General Election
For more information regarding Early Voting, Election Day Polling Locations, and Sample Ballots contact the Tarrant
County Elections Office at 817-831-8683; email: electionday@tarrantcounty.com
or visit their website at www.tarrantcounty.com/elections.
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Improving Healthcare

Tarrant County Hospital District Bond Election 2018
It has been 33 years since the Tarrant County Hospital District held a bond election. Since then, the population has grown by over 1 million residents. To prepare for and address the growing health care challenges of residents, the Tarrant County Commissioners
Court has proposed a no tax rate increase bond improvement proposition to be submitted for voter determination in the November election.
Every 25 seconds a patient need is cared for by the
Tarrant County Hospital District. Over the last 10
years, patient treatment has increased by 77%. Currently, the Hospital District, is only able to serve 37%
of the county’s mental and behavioral health needs.
Tarrant County Hospital District houses the only
Level One Trauma Center in the county and has the
largest hospital-based family medicine program in the
country. The Hospital District is Tarrant County’s
primary training facility for local doctors, nurses, and
other health care professionals. Over 3,200 students
are trained annually at JPS with 12 physician residency programs offered.
It is simply not efficient to treat everyone in an
emergency room environment. To guard against an
epidemic health care crisis and protect against higher
costs, the Hospital District is committed to ensuring
we have patient, mental health, cancer, surgical and
trauma services and facilities.
After an extensive multi-year process involving public input, a thorough current and long-range needs assessment, a review of the needs assessment by the
Citizens Blue Ribbon Committee, and dedicated work
by the Tarrant County Commissioners Court, Hospital
District Board of Managers and staff, a bond proposition has been submitted for voter approval.
Tarrant County Hospital District Bond Proposition
A improvement priorities include:
 Expanded mental and behavioral health facilities.
 Updated and expanded hospital facilities for patient
care and doctor/nurse training.
 Updates to Tarrant County’s only Level One Emergency Trauma Center.
 A new and expanded cancer treatment center.

Four new regional community patient care facilities
and continued school-based student health partnerships.
 Updated and expanded ambulatory out-patient surgical facilities.
Tarrant County Hospital District Proposition A will
be located at the bottom of the November 6, 2018 ballot (after the partisan candidate elections). The bond
proposition will seek voter determination “For” or
“Against”:


The issuance of $800,000,000 by Tarrant County
on behalf of the Tarrant County Hospital District
for the purpose of acquiring, constructing, improving, equipping or enlarging facilities of the hospital system needed to meet the demands of the public business of the county, including, but not limited to, a new mental health and behavioral health
hospital, a new main hospital tower for general
and specialized patient care-physician nurse training – and Level One Trauma Care, a new cancer
center, four new regional health centers, and a
new ambulatory surgical center.

To learn more visit: www.tarrantcounty.com and
click the button…
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City of Arlington

Texas Live! Goes Live
The much anticipated entertainment
district Texas Live!
celebrated their
grand opening August 9 - 12, 2018.
The four day long
celebration was
filled with events
for everyone.
Thousands attended the festivities which included
free concerts from the Toadies, Eleven Hundred Springs
and Justin Moore. Other events included a petting zoo,
games, and Texas Rangers watch parties so Ranger fans
could watch their favorite team without missing out on
the game day experience.
Texas Live! located between Globe Life Park and
AT&T Stadium features 200,000 square feet of world
class dining and entertainment venues. This includes
Live! Arena, PBR Texas, Guy Fieri, Lockhart Smokehouse, Troy’s, Sports & Social Arlington and the outdoor event pavilion, Arlington Backyard.

ates more tax revenue to provide valuable services to
residents, the business community, and visitors.
In addition to the construction on the future Globe
Life Field, set to open in March 2020, the luxury Live!
by Loews flagship hotel is scheduled to open in 2019.
The hotel will not only be a special destination for
sports fans but will also provide 35,000 square feet of
space for meetings, events, and conventions.
The City of Arlington, which already attracts 14 million visitors a year, expects an additional three million
visitors annually with the opening of Texas Live!
You don’t have to be a sports fan to enjoy all that
Texas Live! has to offer. The venue will be host to
game day watch parties for the Dallas Cowboys and
Stars as well as college game day, including the Texas
vs. OU game. Music fans will enjoy concerts in the
Backyard and Live! Arena. Other events scheduled include a Taco Festival coming in November. Texas
Live! provides something for everyone.

So what does all this mean for the City of Arlington
and Tarrant County? Texas Live! has created over
3,000 new jobs for the City of Arlington and Tarrant
County including 2,000 new construction jobs and more
For more information about Texas Live! and schedthan 1,000 new permanent jobs.
ule of events, you can visit their website at www.TexasAs one of the nation’s largest sports-anchored enter- Live.com.
tainment venues, Texas Live! could spur other companies to expand or build in Arlington’s growing Entertainment District. This development boosts the local
economy, brings even more jobs to the area and gener-
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JPS Clinic Expands Services in NE Tarrant County
In October, a new 32,000 square foot full-service
clinic opened in Northeast Tarrant County. JPS Medical
Home Northeast Tarrant is located at 3200 W. Euless
Blvd. replacing the JPS Northeast Health Center in Bedford.
The new clinic significantly expands services and
increases efficiency. Radiology and laboratory services
are on site eliminating the need for patients to travel to
the main JPS Hospital in Fort Worth for those tests.
This will benefit those who do not have transportation
by allowing them to receive these necessary tests closer
to home.
Other services provided at the JPS Medical Home
Northeast Tarrant include primary care, women’s health,
behavioral health, dental, optometry, laboratory, radiology and a pharmacy with drive thru pick-up.
Combining these services in one facility improves
the coordination of care between patients and providers.
Patients no longer need to travel to multiple locations
for tests such as X-rays and lab work. For example,
someone with diabetes will be able to see a physician,
get blood drawn, have their eyes checked and pick up
prescriptions in the same location, increasing the likeli-

hood that all preventative measures will be taken.
County Judge Glen Whitley said, “We want to be
proactive, providing cost-effective preventative care to
prevent medical emergencies. We want to be managing
care instead of being reactive.”
The new location opened on October 11, 2018. For
information and hours of operation visit their website at
www.jpshealthnet.org/location/northeast-health-center.

Photo courtesy of JPS Health Network

Artist rendition of JPS Medical Home Northeast Tarrant opened in
October 2018.

Near Southside’s Premier Arts Event
festival which exclusively highlights the work of local
artists, musicians, and performers. Besides celebrating
all kinds of art, one of the event’s goal is to showcase
the unique character of Near Southside and allow patrons to rediscover this revitalized urban neighborhood.
Over 800 artist booths, four stages with a wide variety of music and performances, and food from local restaurants will be on display along 18 blocks of Magnolia
Avenue from 8th Avenue to St. Louis Avenue. Admission to this one day family friendly event is free and will
be held on Saturday, October 20, 2018 from Noon to 10
Near Southside is a district where urbanism meets
p.m.
historic elegance. Located south of Fort Worth’s central
Contact Megan Henderson, Director of Events and
business district, this approximately 1,400 acre district
Communications, or visit the Near Southside, Inc.’s
has transformed into a truly eclectic group of neighbor- website www.nearsouthsidefw.org for more information
hoods, businesses, and restaurants.
about this and other great things happening in Near
In 2003, Near Southside, Inc., an organization dedi- Southside.
cated to revitalizing the Near Southside, began an arts
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Employers Networking for Top Talent
It is no secret Tarrant County is experiencing tremendous economic and job growth. In fact, it is projected Tarrant County will experience a 22.3% growth in employment thru 2022 compared to 21.3% in the state and 10.8%
nationally. With this significant increase, Tarrant County
employers continually look for ways to recruit top talent.
Since the beginning of this year, a group of local volunteers joined forces to continue the Job Links effort that has
been around for almost 30 years. The mission is to advance employment in Tarrant County by providing a routine forum where participants can network and share resources. Job Links connects the business community and
expands talent acquisition networks with new contacts and
services.
Job Links is possible with the support of local organizations who sponsor meetings at different locations in Tarrant County. Meeting at various locations provides access
to as many businesses and organizations as possible. For
example, events in 2018 have been held at Tarrant County
College, Camp Fire of Texas, The Women’s Center, and
TCU. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 7th, from 8:30 am to 10:00 am at the Arlington

Chamber of Commerce. The
February 6, 2019 meeting
will be hosted at Texas Wesleyan.
Job Links participants include local employers as well
as not-for profit organizations which helps solidify the relationship between businesses and community services.
Some local employers who participate in Job Links include: Amazon, Ben E. Keith, DynCorp, TriQuest Technologies, and Unity One Credit Union. Additionally, local
organizations who routinely participate include: Employer
Support Guard & Reserve, Fort Worth HR, P3, Texas Veterans Commission, and Workforce Solutions of Tarrant
County.
For more information about the Job Links program,
please join them on Facebook or LinkedIn by searching
joblinkstarrant. For questions or to receive information
about upcoming events send an email to joblinkstarrant@gmail.com.

IDD Council Celebrates Disability Employment Awareness
Recognizes Tarrant County Employers
The Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (IDD)
Council of Tarrant County celebrated National Disability Employment Awareness Month by recognizing more than 125
employers in Tarrant County for their continuous support and
inclusion of persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Recognized employers include Albertson’s/Tom Thumb
Companies, Amazon Fulfillment Center, Best Buy, Campisi’s
Restaurant &
Egyptian Lounge,
IHOP, Mansfield
ISD, Senior Care
of Green Oaks,
Sheraton Fort
Worth, TCU
Starpoint School,
Topgolf, and Walgreens to name a few.
Dan Gadbury, Director of Supported Employment for
MHMR Tarrant County, proudly presented Dan Gadbury
Supported Employment Awards recognizing a business and
an individual for their continuous support of people with disabilities. The business award went to KBS Services for
their assistance in placement of employees at Amazon.

Jay Edwards of Kroger received the individual award for consistent work with hiring people with disabilities. “I haven’t
seen so many people open to hiring people no matter what
their challenges might be,” said Mr. Gadbury.
There are more than 100,000 people with IDD in Tarrant
County, and people with disabilities represent the singlelargest minority group seeking employment in the marketplace despite their ability, desire and willingness to work in
the community.
National Disability Employment Awareness month is a time
to encourage employers to hire people with disabilities and to
recognize those in our community who do.
"People with intellectual and developmental disabilities are
an underutilized population of employees with incredible skill
sets,” said Rita Stevenson, Executive Director of the IDD
Council. “These employers serve as ambassadors in Tarrant
County by employing and supporting the inclusion of all
folks."
For information about how you can get involved, visit
www.IDDCouncil.org or contact Rita Stevenson
at Rita@IDDCouncil.org.
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TARRANT COUNTY CONTACTS
County Administrator .........................................

817-884-1267

County Clerk

Resource Connection .............................

817-531-7600

Tax Assessor-Collector

Criminal / Misdemeanor Records ......................

817-884-1066

Auto Tag Renewal / Property Taxes .......

817-884-1100

Probate Courts ..................................................

817-884-1770

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension ...............

817-884-1945

Records Intake / Deeds.....................................

817-884-1062

Veterans Services ....................................

817-531-5645

Records Library.................................................

817-884-1069

Sheriff's Office .........................................

817-884-3009

Jail Information .......................................

817-884-3116

Vital Records: Birth/Death Certificates, Marriage
Licenses, and Business Records/DBA's ............

817-884-1550

Victim Information ..................................

817-894-8463

District Attorney .................................................

817-884-1400

Warrant Division .....................................

817-884-1320

Commissioners Court meets every Tuesday at 10 am

District Clerk
Civil Records .....................................................

817-884-1240

Criminal Records ..............................................

817-884-1342

Family Court / Divorce Records ........................

817-884-1265

100 E. Weatherford Street, 5th Floor
County Judge, Glen Whitley .......................
817-884-1441

Jury Services ......................................................

817-884-3820

Commissioner Roy C. Brooks, Precinct 1 ...

817-531-4500

Fire Marshal ........................................................

817-838-4660

Commissioner Andy Nguyen, Precinct 2.....

817-548-3900

Human Services ..................................................

817-531-5620

Commissioner Gary Fickes, Precinct 3 .......

817-581-3600

Public Health .......................................................

817-321-4700

Commissioner JD Johnson, Precinct 4 .......

817-238-4400

GENERAL INFORMATION 817-884-1111

Tarrant County Administration Building

For additional information, visit: www.tarrantcounty.com

Tarrant County Legislative Delegation
Texas House
District 90 Representative: Ramon Romero, D-Fort Worth……………………………………………

512-463-0740

District 91 Representative: Stephanie Klick, R-Fort Worth…………………………………...……….

512-463-0599

District 92 Representative: Jonathan Stickland, R-Bedford…………………………………………...

512-463-0522

District 93 Representative: Matt Krause, R-Fort Worth………………………………………………..

512-463-0562

District 94 Representative: Tony Tinderholt, R-Arlington……………………………………………...

512-463-0624

District 95 Representative: Nicole Collier, D-Fort Worth………………………………………………

512-463-0716

District 96 Representative: Bill Zedler, R-Arlington…………………………………………………….

512-463-0374

District 97 Representative: Craig Goldman, R-Fort Worth…………………………………………….

512-463-0608

District 98 Representative: Giovanni Capriglione, R-Southlake……………………………………...

512-463-0690

District 99 Representative: Charlie Geren, R-Fort Worth……………………………………………..

512-463-0610

District 101 Representative: Chris Turner, D-Grand Prairie…………………………………………..

512-463-0574

Texas Senate
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District 9 Senator: Kelly Hancock, R-North Richland Hills…………………………………………….

512-463-0109

District 10 Senator: Konni Burton, R-Colleyville………………………………………………………..

512-463-0110

District 12 Senator: Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound……………………………………………………

512-463-0112

District 22 Senator: Brian Birdwell, R-Granbury………………………………………………………..

512-463-0122

