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TARRANT COUNTY
OUR NORTH TEXAS HOME

TARRANT COUNTY IS
PROUD TO WELCOME THE

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF COUNTIES’ ANNUAL
CONFERENCE THE JULY
19TH WEEKEND.
IF YOU SEE STRANGERS
ROAMING FORT WORTH,
SAY HOWDY AND GIVE
THEM A

COWTOWN TOUR.

Tarrant County
Judge B. Glen Whitley
100 E. Weatherford
Suite 501
Fort Worth, TX 76196
(817) 884-1441

Welcome to the County Judge’s newsletter. In this
quarterly publication I expect to bring you important
information and good news about Tarrant County and the
North Texas home we all share.
Every day I have the opportunity to let folks know that counties are the front
door to services provided to the American people. That’s just what Tarrant
County does.
We keep important records and historic documents safe, build roads, operate
courts and fund the sheriff’s department and the jail. We protect the public
health, provide some basic and often vital health care needs and assist in services
for mental illness and people with disabilities. The county runs elections,
coordinates emergency management and issues permits and licenses. That only
scratches the surface of what Tarrant County does for you day in and day out.
Know that our county employees have a passion for public service and they do
more than work during regular office hours - they serve throughout our
community all the time.
It is a tall order and it takes a lot of effort to make Tarrant County run right.
We have 1.8 million people living in the county and we are the fifteenth largest
county in America. We live in the heart of North Texas, the nation’s fourth largest
urban area with nearly seven million people.
There are regional issues and concerns that come with living in such a large
population center. Improving transportation is key to our quality of life and our
economic vitality. Air quality must be improved and water can often run short.
Our vibrant economy must stay strong and growing.
In this newsletter and in the issues to follow, I will invite county department
heads, elected county officials and community leaders to share what they do and
the ways that their teams of workers and volunteers serve you. Perhaps many of
you have some good ideas on how we can improve what we do in Tarrant County.
Those suggestions are welcome because everyone in Tarrant County needs to
help make our county the best place to live, work, and raise our families. We all
need to know and appreciate the real picture of county participation in our lives.
Thank you for taking the time to read the County Judge’s newsletter. Please
remember that Tarrant County government is here to serve you.

gwhitley@tarrantcounty.com
B. Glen Whitley
Tarrant County Judge

Summer 2013

AROUND THE
COUNTY

County Judge Quarterly

Volume 1, No. 1

The County Clerk:
Keeping Records, Keeping History

County Clerk Mary Louise Garcia and her team record life’s major events and transactions marriage licenses, birth and death certificates, property records and other personal and business documents. The office
provides administrative support for 10 criminal courts, three county courts-at-law and two probate courts, keeping
records on criminal, civil and probate cases. Every year the office records 360,000 new land and business documents
and collects more than $25 million in fines and fees, more than its annual budget. It is the second largest source of
Tarrant County revenue.

Spotlight: Technology - A key to better service.
Keeping pace with technological innovation is the key to service at the County Clerk’s office. A good example is
the new website that lets customers get copies of marriage licenses and birth and death certificates around the clock.
The new cutting-edge technology for storing millions of records and issuing them to Tarrant County residents is the
key to improved service and lowered costs at the clerk’s office.
This newest innovation lets residents order copies of marriage licenses and birth and death certificates over the
Internet seven days a week at www.tarrantcounty.com/eCountyClerk. It streamlines the process, saving the county and
taxpayer’s time and money.
“It is by far the most popular and fastest growing service we’ve introduced,” County Clerk Mary Louise Garcia
said. The Vital Records Division issues more than 60,000 of these documents annually, so the potential for saving
customers time is great as they discover the convenience of ordering from home or office, she said.
“We have set up safeguards to secure these documents and protect personal privacy,” Garcia said. The county
clerk’s office is studying how to make millions of land and property records available on its web site later this year.
“This will be a huge advance in customer service that also saves time and money,” Garcia said. “We strive to keep up
with the digital age to better serve the county’s 1.8 million residents.”
Also, the office recently reduced waiting time for returning original documents to customers from two weeks by
mail to about two minutes by scanning them and handing them back at the service counter. Personal service is always
available weekdays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the county clerk’s downtown office and at seven neighborhood sub-courthouse
locations. Addresses and phone numbers are on the Tarrant County Website or call 817-884-1195.

For the past eight years, several Tarrant County
churches, businesses, organizations and agencies have
come together to provide students in need with school
supplies, backpacks, haircuts, immunizations, health
screenings and a chance to start school on the right foot.
The members of the Tarrant County Commissioners
Court are again proud to serve as honorary chairpersons
of the BACK 2 SCHOOL ROUNDUP.
The Tarrant Area Food Bank reports that 1 in 5
children in Tarrant County live in extreme poverty. Those
families struggle to put food on the table and are not able
to provide the essential school supplies children need at
the start of the school year.
Last year the BACK 2 SCHOOL ROUNDUP provided
over 10,000 students with school supplies.
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The overwhelming response for school supplies
illustrates the tremendous need in Tarrant County. Given
the current economy, that need is only going to increase.
Our hope this year is to dramatically grow our donations
so we can better serve our public school children.
BACK 2 SCHOOL ROUNDUP is totally volunteer-driven.
All of the funds raised go toward gearing kids up for
school.
Please consider making a donation to this worthy
cause. We cannot overstate the importance of starting
school off on the right foot! Your donation will help send a
child to school prepared to learn on that first day. For
every $25 raised, one child is served.
There are several ways to make a donation. You can
mail donations to: BACK 2 SCHOOL ROUNDUP, PO Box
101463, Fort Worth, TX 76185. You can visit the Tarrant
County Credit Union or donate online at:
www.backtoschoolroundup.org.
Your donation is tax
deductible.
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Justice on the Move
On most days this summer, a tall crane can be seen
working on the side of Tarrant County’s 1895 county
courthouse in downtown Fort Worth. It is being used to
build a new civil courts building. The old civil courts
building, that for 50 years has been a six-story thorn in the
side of the historic courthouse, is being torn down.
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historic courthouse will be rebuilt with pink granite from the
same Marble Falls quarry used 120 years ago. A grassy park
with paths and trees will be restored to match the existing
and original one on the east side.
Two blocks away, construction on the new civil courts
building is moving forward, with the seven-level frame
nearing completion. The building is to be ready by 2015.
It will house 13 trial courtrooms and one super-sized
courtroom. The Second Court of Appeals will move there, as
will offices for the district clerk and jury services. The new
courthouse will give the Tim Curry Criminal Justice Center,
a few blocks to the west, more office space to support its
criminal courts and diversion programs.
One great contribution to Cowtown’s heritage are the 50foot-tall, carved limestone angels with upswept wings that
lived on the outside of the old civil courts building. Two
angels were preserved and plucked from the walls before
demolition began and they will again watch over Tarrant
County’s historic courthouse. They will be placed on the
outer walls of the new civil courts building.

Photo courtesy of L. Willis

The old civil courts building, that some have called a
monument to bad 1950s architecture, which was later
covered with a fake paint job to make it resemble the pink
granite courthouse next door, should be gone by November.
The historic courthouse, long a symbol of Fort Worth
and Tarrant County and built to resemble the state capitol in
Austin, will grab back its former glory from years past.
The granite portico, pillars and steps on the west side of
the 1895 courthouse were removed to make way for the 1958
civil courts building.
With the old eyesore gone, the west entrance of the

TRAUMA RAISING AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
The Mental Health Connection of Tarrant County has launched
a new public awareness campaign, “Recognize Trauma,” to
educate about the emotional impact of trauma in young children.
For information on the campaign go to the web site
www.recognizetrauma.org, where you can learn about the causes
and effects of traumatic events and ways supportive adults can
help. You can also get information about Tarrant County agencies
that provide trauma-informed therapies. Save a child. Save a life.

Every year, children are exposed to violence and other forms
of trauma that can result in traumatic stress. In Tarrant County,
in 2012, nearly 5,600 children were confirmed victims of child
abuse; twice that many cases were investigated. Moreover,
child abuse statistics do not take into account all the other

kinds of traumatic experiences that can happen. Children can
suffer traumatic stress from illness, accidents, bullying,
emotional abuse, natural disasters, separation from loved ones,
neglect and other ordeals.
Children, teens and young adults exposed to traumatic stress
are at greater risk than the rest of the population for suicide,
alcoholism, drug abuse, absenteeism, financial problems and
issues concerning physical health.
Traumatic stress can be misdiagnosed as depression,
anxiety, other mental illnesses, learning disorders.
Symptoms and behavioral impacts can last for years and affect an
entire life. Early intervention, using trauma-focused counseling,
and other appropriate responses can lead to children recovering
from traumatic stress. It can lead to a happier, healthier
lifestyle and future.
3

Summer 2013

County Judge Quarterly

Volume 1, No. 1

Tarrant County Public Health
The Tarrant County Public Health department safeguards
the community’s health by working to prevent disease and
injury and by assuring healthy and safe environments.
The department monitors the health status of the
community and informs and educates people regarding health
issues. It investigates health problems and hazards,
mobilizes partnerships to solve community problems and
evaluates the effectiveness, accessibility and quality of health
services. In addition, it supports policies and plans to
achieve health goals and encourages research and the
application of innovative solutions to community health
problems.
Public health responsibilities also include enforcing laws
and regulations to protect health and safety and linking
individuals to personal health services they may need.

Spotlight: West Nile Virus
North Central Texas experienced an extraordinary West
Nile Virus season last year with more human cases and
deaths than ever before.
Tarrant County and the other urban north Texas counties
have diligently prepared for the 2013 season. So far, the
numbers of mosquitoes carrying the virus and the number of
human cases in the region are lower than they were a year
ago, but it is a long summer.
This year there is much greater emphasis on controlling
mosquito populations through increased trapping and testing
in the cities and in unincorporated county areas. Samples are
collected and sent for testing in the public health
department’s regional lab.
To best protect the public health, the county has created
three new mosquito control positions and has additional
trucks and sprayers.
The Public Health department uses the national Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention response level guidelines
which include education, larviciding, targeted groundspraying and possibly aerial spraying, depending on the
situation and the need.
Countywide conference calls are held regularly and
weekly news updates are sent to elected officials, school
superintendents, emergency managers and environmental
managers. Repellent has been distributed to low income
populations at risk and educational sessions have been
conducted for seniors.
The Tarrant County Health Department meets monthly
with health departments from Dallas, Denton, and Collin
counties as well as representatives from the Department of
State Health Services regional and central offices to share
information and problem solve.
It is hoped that the additional actions put into place will
reduce the number of human cases.
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Take Control - Stop West Nile Virus
During summer, most of us spend time outside working
in the garden, relaxing with family or playing with the kids
or grandkids. But, the more time spent outdoors, the
greater the opportunity to be bitten by a mosquito carrying
West Nile Virus.
Take simple precautions to lower your risk of you or
your family being bitten:
Outdoors? Use insect repellent containing an
ingredient like DEET.
Mosquitoes are active at dusk and dawn. Wear
long sleeve shirts, long pants and socks sprayed
with repellent if you are outdoors when
mosquitoes are active. Consider staying in when
mosquitoes are biting.
Make sure window screens and doors are in good
shape. Keep skeeters from getting indoors.
Get rid of breeding sites. Empty standing water
from flowerpots and buckets. Change the water in
pet dishes, fountains and birdbaths . Drill holes in
tire swings so water drains out. Keep wading
pools empty and on their sides when they aren't
being used. Just say no to brackish water.
Use the web site, http://health.tarrantcounty.com, for more
information and use the 24/7 interactive mapping tool to
track West Nile Virus information.
J OIN US FOR THE
M Y H EART . M Y L IFE . T ARRANT C OUNTY H EART W ALK
S ATURDAY ,
AT THE F ORT

S EPTEMBER 7, 2013
W ORTH S TOCKYARDS

Get involved with the Heart Walk to
create a culture of health and wellness
at your workplace.
Register Today:
www.TarrantCountyHeartWalk.org
or call 1-866-430-9255

Opening Ceremonies
8:30 a.m.
Walk Begins
9:00 a.m.
Local My Heart. My Life. Sponsor:
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THE MILITARY AND VETERANS IN TARRANT COUNTY
We acknowledge those who sacrifice so much to keep our country safe and free: Our active-duty military,
our veterans and our military families. You answered your country’s call and we thank you for your service.
- Tarrant County Judge Glen Whitley

Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base
Tarrant County has the largest military base in North Texas, the Naval Air
Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base, on the west side of town near the
Lockheed defense plant.
The 1,800-acre base, established in 1994 as the nation’s first joint-service
Reserve base, has been a model for multi-service consolidations as other
military installations close.
Over nearly two decades, commands were relocated to Fort Worth and there
are now Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Army Reserve and Texas Air National
Guard units housed at the Navy base.
About 2,400 active duty personnel are assigned to the Naval Air Station,
6,100 reservists train there, and 1,800 civilians work at the base. The base has a
$2.3 billion economic impact on the local economy.

Spotlight: Change of Command
Capt. Gilbert Miller is replacing Capt. Robert Bennett as commanding officer
at the Naval Air Station. Bennett is heading to the Pentagon after two years as
base commanding officer.
Bennett championed the construction of a commercial vehicle access gate to
reduce main gate traffic and repaving the all-important runway. He established
and served as chairman of the Texas Commanders Council, which includes
representatives from about 20 bases and commands in the state. The council
briefs the Texas Military Preparedness Commission on issues and initiatives
important in Texas.
Locally, Bennett worked closely with cities and neighborhoods surrounding
the base, fostering a collaborative relationship with them.
Miller, a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, is coming to Fort Worth from
the Pentagon. He served on many Navy ships, from small frigates to aircraft
carriers, and has 4,700 flight hours. He has been a flight instructor, supervised
logistics and aircraft maintenance and coordinated transport aircraft in and out
of Iraq and Afghanistan.

Tarrant County Cares
for Veterans: VETCO
The Veterans Coalition of
Tarrant County, VETCO, is a
community organization that
works to improve services for
veterans, active duty military and
military families.
VETCO helps identify gaps in services for veterans and
provides a forum to share best practices and develop
innovative solutions to common problems veterans and
military families face. Coalition members work to educate
veterans and their families about counseling, job training,
health care programs, peer-to-peer training and other
kinds of assistance in Tarrant County and North Texas.
The coalition includes representatives from MHMR of
Tarrant County, the advisory group to the Liberty House
for homeless veterans, the University of North Texas
Health Science Center, the Department of Veterans
Affairs, the Naval Air Station, Tarrant County officials,
service providers, educators, and concerned individuals.
VETCO, a nonprofit organization, pledges to give those
who served our country and their families the dignity they
deserve and the resources needed to maintain their
health, education and well-being. VETCO holds bimonthly meetings and a Veterans Town Hall meeting.
VETCO meets on the fourth Friday of every other month
at noon, at the MHMR board room, 3840 Hulen Street in
Fort Worth. The next meeting is July 26th.
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The Fort Worth Foundation will build the resource
center on about 1.5 acres of land it is purchasing from JPS
at 1513 E. Presidio St. Creation of the center in the East
Lancaster community will improve services to unsheltered
and emergency-sheltered residents.
JPS will operate the adult clinic, which will provide
The JPS Health Network is a $650 million taxpayerprimary and preventive care. The clinic will offer chronic
supported healthcare system operated by the Tarrant
disease management; behavioral health services, foot care
County Hospital District. It provides a wide range of
and orthopedic and dental care.
health care services to Tarrant County residents and
“This partnership will provide a better way to care for
employs more than 4,600 people, making it one of the
vulnerable residents in our community, including the
county’s largest employers. The health system includes the homeless,” said Robert Earley, president and CEO of JPS
537-bed acute care John Peter Smith Hospital, 30 primary Health Network. “It will be a clinic we’d be proud to place
and specialty care clinics and health centers, 19 schoolanywhere in Tarrant County. It will improve the health of
based health centers, the county’s only psychiatric
area residents and taxpayers will benefit from the publicemergency center and the only Level 1 Trauma Center.
private partnership.”
JPS, which works closely with the University of North
A 2011 JPS study identified more than 230 homeless
Texas Health Science Center’s medical school, has the
patients who were frequent users of the health network’s
largest family practice residency program in the nation.
emergency and inpatient services, at an annual cost of more
$10 million. Those findings reinforce the need for
Spotlight: Healthcare for the Homeless than
primary care services for the homeless in a more costJPS Health Network is partnering with the Fort Worth effective community clinic setting, Earley said.
Foundation to develop a central resource center for the
homeless to include a community clinic that will provide a
medical home for those on the street as they work toward
self-sufficiency.

TARRANT COUNTY CONTACTS
GENERAL INFORMATION 817-884-1111
County Clerk

Tax Assessor-Collector

Criminal / Misdemeanor Records .......................

817-884-1066

Auto Tag Renewal / Property Taxes .......

817-884-1100

Probate Courts ..................................................
Records Intake / Deeds .....................................
Records Library .................................................
Vital Records: Birth/Death Certificates, Marriage
Licenses, and Business Records/DBA's ............
District Attorney ..................................................
District Clerk
Civil Records .....................................................
Criminal Records ...............................................
Family Court / Divorce Records .........................
Jury Services .....................................................
Passports ..........................................................
Elections ..............................................................

817-884-1770
817-884-1062
817-884-1169
817-884-1195
817-884-1400

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension ................
Veterans Services ....................................
Sheriff's Office ..........................................
Jail Information .......................................
Victim Information ...................................
Warrant Division .....................................

817-884-1945
817-531-5645
817-884-3009
817-884-3116
877-894-8463
817-884-1320

817-884-1240
817-884-1342
817-884-1265
817-884-3820
817-884-2520
817-831-8683

Commissioners Court meets every Tuesday at 10 am
Tarrant County Administration Building
100 E. Weatherford Street, 5th Floor
County Judge, Glen Whitley .......................
817-884-1441
Commissioner Roy Brooks, Precinct 1 .......
817-531-5600,
817-370-4500

Fire Marshall ........................................................

817-838-4660

Commissioner Andy Nguyen, Precinct 2 ....

817-548-3900

Human Services ..................................................

817-531-5620

Commissioner Gary Fickes, Precinct 3 .......

817-581-3600,

Public Health .......................................................

817-321-4700

Resource Connection .........................................

817-531-7600

817-481-8234
Commissioner JD Johnson, Precinct 4 .......

817-238-4400

For additional information, visit: www.tarrantcounty.com
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T r an sp o r t at io n U p d at e s
DOWN

THE

ROAD

We must find better and more streamlined ways to travel quickly and
efficiently across Tarrant County and North Texas or we risk diminishing
our quality of life and the economic vitality of our region.
Congested roads and inadequate public transportation cost valuable
time with family and friends, excessively burden business and industry,
and degrade public health by worsening air quality.
- Tarrant County Judge Glen Whitley
DFW Connector
What’s going on: The most recent work on the project north and west

of DFW Airport that’s been completed includes the northbound SH 121 to
westbound SH 114 flyover bridge the FM 1709 Northwest Highway bridge
and the eastbound SH 114 northbound International Parkway bridges to I-635 Main Street and William F. Tate bridges. A
good portion of the roadway is in its permanent configuration easing congestion on SH 121 and SH 114.
Look For: More permanent traffic pattern changes through the summer. The $1.2 billion DFW Connector project is
expected to reach substantial completion in late summer, about a year ahead of schedule.
Interstate 35W
What’s going on: Long-awaited improvements to I-35W have begun. Construction started in April on the north section

between Loop 820 and North Tarrant Parkway with right-of-way and utility relocation.
Look For: Widening the I-35 bridge over Western Center Boulevard, construction of U-turns on both sides of Basswood
Boulevard bridge. Work on I-35 between Interstate 30 north to Loop 820 is expected to begin sometime in the fall or winter.
State Highway 360
What’s going on: Improvements to the road south of I-20 are the subject

of a potential public-public partnership collaboration with the North Texas
Tollway Authority, the Texas Department of Transportation and the Regional
Transportation Council of the North Central Texas Council of Governments.
Chisholm Trail Parkway
What’s going on: After 40 years of planning, dirt began flying in 2010

and tons of concrete have been poured on the 27.6 mile route between
Cleburne and I-30 just west of downtown Fort Worth.
Look For: The entire project is expected to be open in about a year.
North Tarrant Express (SH 121, SH 183 and Loop 820)
What’s going on: The entire corridor is under construction and 60 percent complete. Beams were recently placed at

several locations including the US 377 bridge and at Haltom Road, Bedford Road and Precinct Line Road. The eastbound
frontage road from Precinct Line to Hurstview re-opened and the Central Drive overpass was demolished.
Look For: Watch for roadway changes. Lanes are switching and exits are opening and closing as fast as you can say
bulldozer. The exit to SH 121 north is now a left hand exit during summer.
Tarrant County Bond Projects
What’s going on: Voters approved a $433 million bond package in 2006 for capital improvements, including $200

million for transportation projects in partnership with local Tarrant County communities. More than $84 million has been
spent. Four projects advancing to completion include the widening of Golden Triangle Boulevard between IH-35W and US
377; widening North Tarrant Parkway between Whitley and Davis Boulevard; widening Lake Ridge Parkway between Great
Southwest Parkway and Joe Pool Lake and the extension of Lynn Creek Parkway between Lake Ridge Parkway and SH 360.
Look For: Reconstruction of East Rosedale, from US 287 to just west of Miller, including signalization and pedestrian
amenities around the Texas Wesleyan University campus to improve safety and accessibility. Also, there will be renovation
of 10 signals to improve safety and traffic flow along the Northeast 28th Street corridor in Fort Worth.
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This year’s first annual Senior Synergy Expo was a great success and I want to thank all of our sponsors
for helping to make it possible. Every day, older Tarrant County residents face many challenges that affect
their quality of life. Whether it is transportation, housing, health issues, needed support systems or senior isolation, our seniors need help if they are to live well. The Senior Synergy Expo is an effort to provide much
needed information and assistance to our parents’ and grandparents’ generation. They helped us in our lives
and it is time for us to give back.
I certainly hope all of you who attended the Expo learned something new and I hope that our speakers, entertainers and presenters found sharing their time, energy and knowledge at the Expo a rewarding experience.
We will have an even bigger and better Senior Synergy Expo next year. A big thanks to everyone in our Tarrant County community who participated.
When our Tarrant County community pulls together, there is no end to what we can accomplish.
Glen Whitley
Tarrant County Judge

Don’t forget, Tarrant County Precinct Three Commissioner Gary Fickes will host the Empowering Seniors
2013 event on Friday, October 4. There will be workshops, health screenings, exhibitors and entertainment.
The event will be at the FBCE Campus West, 205 N. Industrial in Bedford (the Northwest corner of Hwy 183
and N. Industrial.)
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