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Tarrant County: Our North Texas Home

Reducing Property Taxes in the State of Texas
About this time of year we all get
our little “love notes”, otherwise
known as notices, from the appraisal
district which gives us an idea of
what our properties will be valued at
in 2018. This usually reignites the
debate about whether property taxes
Tarrant County Judge
in Texas are out of control. But
B. Glen Whitley
before we accept the thirty second
sound bite that skyrocketing property taxes are out of
control, let’s take a quick look at what we pay for with
property taxes.
Texas ranks 29th in State and local tax revenue per
capita. That’s pretty good considering Texas does not
have, and most pray never will, a state income tax. So by
default, Texas sales and property taxes can not be the
lowest nationwide.
Statewide the majority of property taxes fund public
schools, around 54% of your property tax bill. With the
formula used by the State for performing their
constitutional duty of funding schools, their share of
funding has gone down to about 38% over the past nine
years. This means the local taxpayer continues to incur
more and more of the burden of funding our schools thus
resulting in the greatest driver of the increase in your
property tax bill.
This past legislative session there was a great deal of
disagreement between the State Legislature and local
governments. In the spirit of partnership, what if the State
and the school districts resume being equal partners each
sharing in 50% of of cost for operating and maintaining our
schools? The projections show this would have
REDUCED our school property taxes by more than $17
billion statewide for FY2016 thru FY2019. This would
have equated to an average savings of 15% each year on
your property tax bill.
The formula used for funding our public schools is only
a piece of the puzzle in reducing our property taxes.
Another big area where the County could potentially

The last budget passed by State counts on an increase in local
property taxes of over 14% for the 2018 and 2019 tax years.

reduce the property tax levy would be for the State to
reimburse the County for a few of the unfunded mandates
which they created in the past. These are pieces of
legislation where the State requires action without
providing funds for the action.
So you might ask what can you do to help lower your
property tax bill? You can contact your State Senator and
Representative and let them know how you feel about the
State being a 50/50 partner with your local school district.
I am looking forward to this next legislative session
beginning in January. And I am also looking forward to
the State legislators talking with us to come up with
solutions which will not only reduce the growth of property
taxes but actually lower them.
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Recovery Resource Counsel

Veterans Enduring Families
Enduring Families is a unique
and exceptional, no-cost program
that provides veterans, their
spouses and children, down to
age five, individual and couples
counseling, and therapy services.
The program is designed to improve quality of life for veterans
and their families by addressing
Eric Niedermayer, MS BSW post-traumatic stress, reducing
Chief Executive Officer
anxiety and depression, and improving family relationships and communication. Any
veteran or family member of a veteran is eligible to
receive services, no matter the type of discharge.
This program is provided by Recovery Resource
Council, a nonprofit organization, which has been
serving North Texas since 1957, providing hope and a
pathway to health and wellness for individuals and
families. The Council was started by volunteers from
the Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) community to provide a link to alcohol and substance abuse treatment
services for uninsured youth and adults. With a budget
of over $4 million, the Council offers a wide variety of
evidence-based intervention and prevention programs
focused not only on alcohol and substance abuse but
also mental and behavioral health.
Independently evaluated by UNT Health Science
Center from the beginning, veteran program results
show a significant increase in quality of life and decreases in anxiety and depression. Program services
have been enhanced by adding EMDR (Eye Movement
Desensitization and Reprocessing), non-directive play
therapy, sand tray and sand play therapy.
To meet the unique needs of veterans, we opened a
free-standing veteran building with a specialized play
therapy room. Last year, we expanded access to services with a counseling office in Denton. A campaign
has since been launched to raise funds to expand the
veterans counseling center to accommodate the rapidly
growing program. The Counseling Center is near a
bus line, major highways and is adjacent to the organization’s central office. Service hours are flexible to
meet client needs, including early morning, evening,
and Saturday scheduling.
Enduring Families began serving veterans and their
family members in August 2013 with funding provided
by Lockheed Martin and the United Way of Tarrant
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County. As the only Joint Commissioned Accredited
Behavioral Health Outpatient program that serves veterans in the North Texas region, its five Licensed Professional Counselors are EMDR therapy certified and
all program staff are either veterans or family members
of veterans.
Since opening 5 years ago, more than 700 veterans
and family members have been served thanks to generous support from national and local foundations which
include: Mercury One; Carry the Load; Amon G.
Carter Foundation; Rees-Jones Foundation; Carl B. &
Florence E. King Foundation; The Meadows Foundation; The Andrews Foundation and a contract with the
State of Texas.
In March, Recovery Resource Council was awarded
new grant funding from the State of Texas for ongoing
and expansion of therapy services to veterans and their
families in North Texas. This new funding supports
the Council as the lead organization in collaborative
efforts with the American Mental Health Association,
MHMR of Tarrant County, Artist Outreach, Equine
Connection Counseling and Fort Worth ISD.
The grant requires the Recovery Resource Council
to raise matching amount of dollars from the community. Continued support of local donors, businesses and
foundations is needed. For more information about
Enduring Families services or to donate please call
(817) 332-6329 or visit their website at
www.recoverycouncil.org.

The Recovery Resource Council Veterans Counseling Center
which opened in April 2016.
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Tarrant County Veteran Services

“Leave No Veteran Behind”

The Veteran Services Office
Veterans Crisis Line 1(800) 273-8255
serves recently discharged veterans
who may have seen combat in Iraq
Tarrant County Veteran Services Office
and Afghanistan, as well as those
from earlier eras like Vietnam,
1200 Circle Drive, Suite 300
Korea and even World War II. It is
Fort Worth, TX 76119
(817) 531-5645
the local link in an
intergovernmental chain serving
www.tarrantcounty.com/eveterans
the country’s 22 million veterans.
Tarrant County Veterans
Tarrant County is among the 4th
Service Officer Tom Belton
largest by Veteran population
within the state with over 120,000 Veterans. Many
travel from outside county lines because of the
reputation the department has built under Belton’s
leadership.
These past two years have been busy ones for the
Tarrant County Veteran Services Office. From
October 2017 thru March 2018 his office assisted 1865
Veterans, surviving spouses and eligible dependents
with 997 being first time clients. This represents a
68% increase serving 583 more clients than the same
time period the previous year.
Services provided include benefit representation, VA
advocacy and complete case management provided by
a staff of 5 Service Officers and one Administrative
Assistant. We see all Veterans through walk-in services
and by appointments. “We work extremely hard to
As a former Assistant Service Officer in Williamson
ensure that we are providing high levels of customer
County, Belton was able to see the perspective of this
service and humility while working with Veterans and job from a county that is much smaller than Tarrant and
their family members,” he said.
how he could implement the “small town charm and
feel” at Tarrant County. As a result, clients experience
a comfortable environment which in turn earns the trust
and respect from their clients during every visit.
Veterans Services has an open door policy with
1200
Veterans
and ensures that they know that personnel
1000
will
work
hard for them while guiding them through
800
the benefits process. “Our office motto is ‘Leave No
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Veteran Behind’,” Belton said. “There are many times
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a Veteran is looking for someone to listen to them and
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6th Annual

Title Sponsor

Thursday, May 3, 2018
8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Will Rogers – Amon G. Carter Jr. Exhibits Hall
3400 Burnett-Tandy Drive ● Fort Worth
If you are 50 years of age or better, Senior Synergy Expo is for you! Come
learn about the services available in Tarrant County that help boomers,
seniors and caregivers live a healthier lifestyle!
To attend the EXPO, register today at:
/817-884-1234
klrotter@tarrantcounty.com
FREE Lunch provided to those who register before April 23rd!

FREE Parking

FREE Admission

FREE Workshops

FREE Health Screenings

What can you expect to see at the Senior Synergy Expo?
Come Meet the Iconic Weatherman Troy Dungan
12 Informative Workshop Topics To Choose From
Tarrant County Master Gardening Offering FREE Classes
Free Photo Booth, Cooking Demonstration, Entertainment
Door Prizes and Other Giveaways

Plus So Much More!!!!
Platinum Sponsors

Our Other Sponsors

So many more sponsors and exhibitors we just can’t list them all!
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Transportation

Connecting Our Communities
On Monday, April 2, 2018, the Tarrant County
Mayors’ Council, an organization made up of all of
the Mayors of the County’s 41 municipalities, unanimously approved a resolution to request an implementation study for new innovative mobility options
for Tarrant County. This action is a substantial step
forward in creating a multi-modal transportation system for Tarrant County.
The implementation study – which will be the first
of its kind in Tarrant County, will include:
 The development of a countywide implementation
strategy that utilizes innovative technologies and
identifies opportunities for public-private and public-public partnerships;
 Right-sizing services and vehicles for corridors
and communities;
 Leveraging existing services and assets;
 Development of service guidelines for high, medium, and low-density areas;
 Evaluation of innovative options and services for
the delivery of citizen-centric paratransit services;
 A ten-year implementation and development plan
that is financially constrained and evaluates multiple federal and local funding options including
plans for financial matching support; and
 Procurement policies and strategies for innovative
services.
Technological innovations in transportation are
changing how mobility services are offered across the
nation and the world. With on-demand services Uber
and Lyft, smart phone apps, and new payment platforms, mobility options keep evolving and becoming
more and more customer focused. The implementation study will look at all of the potential new service
options, recommend proactive policies that will create space for the next iteration of technology, and develop strategies to link people with their destination
without the bureaucratic hassle.
Currently, Tarrant County has a number of service
providers with multiple funding sources, administrative agencies, and requirements. This study will
identify ways to break those barriers, expand the system, and standardize services.

Tarrant County is growing at a tremendous rate,
and it needs a world class transportation system. This
implementation study will bring together the necessary stakeholders to make significant changes to the
system. This program is not only about older adults
or individuals with a disability, it’s about making sure
Tarrant County has a cohesive transportation system
that spurs economic growth, allows people to choose
how they get to their doctor, their job, or spend time
with family and friends. This study will be a blueprint for the future of Tarrant County.

Map representing current transportation options, or lack of options,
for County residents to get from one city to another.
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Arlington Police Department Crime Prevention

Community Watch Going to the Dogs
Citizens are always looking for ways to
help make their community a safer place
to live and work. Many, however, are
unable to make a commitment due to
their busy work and family schedules.
If you are one of those citizens, the
Arlington Police Department Crime Prevention Unit has
a unique opportunity for you.
Through a sponsorship from the National Association
of Town Watch, the Arlington Police Department
implemented the Dog Walker Watch Program. This
program is designed to engage citizens who are already
out in their neighborhood regularly with no commitment
beyond their normal routine.
As the name suggests, this is perfect for those who
walk their dogs early in the morning, afternoon, or after
dark. However, it is not limited to only those citizens
that have a four-legged friend. It is a great opportunity
for anyone who walks or jogs through their neighborhood
regularly to participate as well.
Citizens who sign up will receive free training on how
to observe and report suspicious activity. If a volunteer
notices anything suspicious in their neighborhood, they
call 9-1-1. Since the program began in 2016, over 100
citizens have become volunteers in their neighborhoods.

Sgt. Vincent Pewitt contributes the success of the
program to the citizens who are willing do a little training
and be extra eyes and ears for the police. “We can’t do
this by ourselves. We need the cooperation of the
community to make our communities safer,” he said
For more information about participating in this
program, you can visit the Arlington Police Department
Dog Walker Watch webpage or contact Crime
Prevention Specialist Michelle Benjamin at
Michelle.Benjamin@Arlingtontx.gov.

Members of the Dog Walker Watch program proudly serving their
neighborhoods.

Citizens Blue Ribbon Committee

Report Presented to Tarrant County and JPS Health Network
The Citizens Blue Ribbon Committee was created
and charged with evaluating Tarrant County’s future
healthcare needs, delivery systems and the role of JPS
Health Network . Over the past year, an in-depth
assessment of the current system was performed and
national trends in health care were reviewed. Recently,
the Committee reported their findings to the Tarrant
County Commissioners Court and JPS Board of
Managers.
The Committee found that healthcare capacity,
facilities, workforce and types of medical services being
offered are affected by the rapid growth, aging and the
increasing diversity of the county’s population. The
Committee also came to the conclusion that new
approaches in the areas of health care, public health and
social services are needed.
The strategic recommendations presented were
geared toward stimulating efforts concerning new and
improved methods addressing the overall health of
county residents. Strategies included improving the
health quality of life for low-income, uninsured and
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underinsured patients and improving the countywide
behavioral health system of care.
Based on the compelling needs identified, capital
project improvement recommendations were also
presented. Among the recommendations, the Committee
proposed to increase the number of community health
centers to allow greater access to preventative care. In
addition, the Committee recommended construction of a
new behavioral health facility replacing the current
outdated facility. Presently, there are not enough beds to
meet the need. With the projected population increase,
the Committee found these gaps in services will only
continue to widen.
Tarrant County Commissioners Court and the JPS
Board of Managers would like to express their gratitude
to the Citizens Blue Ribbon Committee for their
diligence in evaluating the health care needs of Tarrant
County. The information provided will be beneficial
when planning for the future needs of the citizens of
Tarrant County.
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Tarrant County Junior Livestock Show

Cultivating Our Future
Although teaching
children and young
people responsibility, leadership skills,
and teamwork is primarily the parents’
role, it is important
for communities to
also be involved in
teaching these essenCommissioner Johnson bidding for his
tial skills. FFA
granddaughter Sammie Jo Spindor’s goat. Chapters and 4-H
Clubs provide youth with educational and extracurricular opportunities to develop life skills, leadership,
community service, and an appreciation of agriculture.
Since 1950, community leaders and volunteers
have come together to conduct the Tarrant County
Junior Livestock Show and Youth Fair to allow local
students involved in area 4-H and FFA to display their
animals and projects. The Fort Worth Chamber of
Commerce and North Fort Worth Kiwanis Club were
the original sponsors of the event.
For the past 68 years, the event, which began in the
Leonard’s parking lot, now known as Panther Island
Event Center, continues to grow with thousands of
youth participating. As a result, the event is now held
at the Will Rogers Memorial Center and was extended
from a one-day to a three-day show. In the late 1970’s
a premium sale was added and a scholarship program
was started in the mid 1990’s.
Participants can exhibit cattle, goats, poultry,
lambs, rabbits, sheep and swine. The Youth Fair allows participants who are not able to raise animals the
opportunity to showcase projects involving horticulture, baked goods, leather craft, welding, photography,
sewing, and creative arts. In 2017 alone, there were
708 exhibitors and 1,665 project entries which is over
a 20% increase in participation overall.
More than 100 volunteers continue this annual tradition through their committed service of conducting
the show or serving on the Tarrant County Junior
Livestock Association Show Board. The Board is
comprised of members who represent the Fort Worth
Farm and Ranch Club, Tarrant County FFA Chapters,
and Tarrant County 4-H Clubs. One of these dedicated volunteers is Tarrant County Precinct 4 Commissioner J.D. Johnson.
Commissioner Johnson became involved with the
Tarrant County Junior Livestock Show when his

children started participating. While attending the
show and sale with his own children, he saw so many
disappointed children and families because many animals were selling for nearly nothing. He knew he had
to help make a change. This motivated him to start his
“Buyers Pool” for the premium sale and later the J.D.
Johnson Scholarship Fund for the Youth Fair. For the
past 34 years, Commissioner Johnson has made sure
no child would leave disappointed after working so
hard with their animals and on their projects.
Due to his dedication, generosity and passion for
the participants, the Tarrant County Junior Livestock
Show Board of Directors created the J.D. Johnson
Award. This award is given each year to a Board
Member whose efforts and work with the Association
stands out.

Photos courtesy of Tarrant County Jr. Livestock Association

Participants from local 4-H Clubs and FFA Chapters proudly showcasing their entries and celebrating their success.

The Tarrant County Junior Livestock Show is held
every year after the Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo
at the Will Rogers Memorial Complex and is free to
the public. The event provides a great opportunity for
the community to see how the 4-H and FFA organizations positively affect the lives of the youth in Tarrant
County.
The Tarrant County Junior Livestock Show Association is a non-profit organization with membership
being open to anyone interested in promoting and
sponsoring the Tarrant County Junior Livestock Show,
Youth Fair and related activities.
If you would like to participate as a volunteer or as
a sponsor for this wonderful event, visit the Tarrant
County Junior Livestock Association webpage,
www.TCJLS.org, or email them at info@TCJLS.org.
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Be sure to vote in the upcoming elections in May!
May 5, 2018 - City, School District, and Special Districts
May 22, 2018 - Primary Runoff Elections
For more information regarding these elections, Election Day Polling Locations, and Sample Ballots contact the Tarrant
County Elections Office at 817-831-8683; email: electionday@tarrantcounty.com
or visit their website at www.tarrantcounty.com/elections.

TARRANT COUNTY CONTACTS
County Administrator .........................................

817-884-1267

County Clerk

Resource Connection ............................

817-531-7600

Tax Assessor-Collector

Criminal / Misdemeanor Records .......................

817-884-1066

Auto Tag Renewal / Property Taxes .......

817-884-1100

Probate Courts ..................................................

817-884-1770

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension ................

817-884-1945

Records Intake / Deeds .....................................

817-884-1062

Veterans Services.....................................

817-531-5645

Records Library .................................................

817-884-1069

Sheriff's Office ..........................................

817-884-3009

Vital Records: Birth/Death Certificates, Marriage

Jail Information .......................................

817-884-3116

Licenses, and Business Records/DBA's ............

817-884-1550

Victim Information ...................................

817-894-8463

District Attorney ..................................................

817-884-1400

Warrant Division .....................................
817-884-1320
Commissioners Court meets every Tuesday at 10 am

District Clerk
Civil Records .....................................................

817-884-1240

Criminal Records ...............................................

817-884-1342

Family Court / Divorce Records .........................

817-884-1265

100 E. Weatherford Street, 5th Floor
County Judge, Glen Whitley .......................
817-884-1441

Jury Services .....................................................

817-884-3820

Commissioner Roy C. Brooks, Precinct 1 ...

817-531-4500

Fire Marshal .........................................................

817-838-4660

Commissioner Andy Nguyen, Precinct 2 ....

817-548-3900

Human Services ..................................................

817-531-5620

Commissioner Gary Fickes, Precinct 3 .......

817-581-3600

Public Health .......................................................

817-321-4700

Commissioner JD Johnson, Precinct 4 .......

817-238-4400

GENERAL INFORMATION 817-884-1111

Tarrant County Administration Building

For additional information, visit: www.tarrantcounty.com

Tarrant County Legislative Delegation
Texas House
District 90 Representative: Ramon Romero, D-Fort Worth……………………………………………
District 91 Representative: Stephanie Klick, R-Fort Worth…………………………………...……….
District 92 Representative: Jonathan Stickland, R-Bedford…………………………………………...
District 93 Representative: Matt Krause, R-Fort Worth………………………………………………..
District 94 Representative: Tony Tinderholt, R-Arlington……………………………………………...
District 95 Representative: Nicole Collier, D-Fort Worth………………………………………………
District 96 Representative: Bill Zedler, R-Arlington…………………………………………………….
District 97 Representative: Craig Goldman, R-Fort Worth…………………………………………….
District 98 Representative: Giovanni Capriglione, R-Southlake……………………………………...
District 99 Representative: Charlie Geren, R-Fort Worth……………………………………………..
District 101 Representative: Chris Turner, D-Grand Prairie…………………………………………..

512-463-0740
512-463-0599
512-463-0522
512-463-0562
512-463-0624
512-463-0716
512-463-0374
512-463-0608
512-463-0690
512-463-0610
512-463-0574

Texas Senate
District 9 Senator: Kelly Hancock, R-North Richland Hills…………………………………………….
District 10 Senator: Konni Burton, R-Colleyville………………………………………………………..
District 12 Senator: Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound……………………………………………………
District 22 Senator: Brian Birdwell, R-Granbury………………………………………………………..
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512-463-0109
512-463-0110
512-463-0112
512-463-0122

