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TARRANT COUNTY
OUR NORTH TEXAS HOME
Tarrant County is blessed with
the collaborative spirit.
We work together so well and
have supported each other for so
long, that we often take cooperation
and collaboration for granted.
Long before I joined the
Commissioners Court, working
together in Tarrant County for the
betterment of the community was our style. Our cities
work with our county and our colleges with our school
districts. Everyone helping everyone.
Of course, we are not always one happy family. There
can and should be differences of opinion, but we have a
way of working things out and coming together at the end
of the day.
Folks, I have to tell you it’s not always that way in local
government. Sometimes organizations and people dig their
heels in and won’t budge. Stalemates don’t work and
neither does losing respect for each other.
It’s not that we’re better than other folks. I think it’s the
benefit of all the history and tradition that steers the
approach we take to solving problems. We always talk
about Tarrant County and Fort Worth as the place where
the West begins. Maybe our collaborative success is a
remnant of the pioneer spirit left over from the folks who
settled here. You know they had to work together to
simply survive.
Today, in our community, there are many groups that
reach out, lend a hand and help to make things right. Some
are nonprofits, some are faith-based organizations and
others are social service agencies. They often operate on
slim budgets, without the staff and the tools they truly need
to get the job done.
In Tarrant County we have a secret weapon: Volunteers.
Without question, it is the volunteers who fill the gaps.

Volunteers are the fire in the boilers that produce the
steam, the fuel in the engines that turn the wheels and
produce the power. It’s neighbor helping neighbor.
Partnering with these groups strengthens the efficient
delivery of services and helps to hold down government
costs.
In this issue of the County Judge Quarterly we highlight
some of the groups that do fine work in our county. We
can’t highlight everyone, and for that I am truly sorry. But,
we will try to touch on some of those organizations that
provide services for children, women, the homeless,
seniors, veterans, people who are ill – both physically and
psychologically, the poor, people with disabilities and
others.
A great example of our community working together is
the May 8th Senior Synergy Expo at Will Rogers Center,
where different service providers gather to present
information, seminars and workshops.
For information about local health and human services
that you or your family may need, I encourage everyone to
check out TarrantCares.org on the Internet.
It’s a quick and easy way for individuals, families,
caregivers and agencies to find online information to help
make the most informed decisions regarding care. The
comprehensive database enables folks to quickly find local
programs and services and to learn about support,
advocacy, news and assistance on a local level. It’s a
single resource with many solutions.
How proud I am to be a part of the greatest resource we
have in Tarrant County - each other. The great strength of
Tarrant County is the way we work together, the charitable
donations made and the selfless volunteer work that so
many in our community do. I certainly will do my part to
ensure that the spirit of collaboration lives on for many
more years in Tarrant County.

B. Glen Whitley
Tarrant County Judge
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County Health Officials Gear Up To Prevent West Nile

Warmer weather means a new crop of skeeters and
the return of West Nile Virus, a mosquito-borne
disease not to be trifled with. Last year, 2013, was not
a terribly bad year for West Nile. There were 10 cases
and two deaths in Tarrant County. However, the
previous year, there were 275 cases and 11 deaths.
As in past years, Tarrant County will work
regionally with other local health departments and the
Texas Department of Health Services in a coordinated
effort to prepare and respond to the threat of a severe
West Nile outbreak.
Texas had more West Nile cases, 1,868, than any
other state in 2012.
Tarrant County Public Health will continue its effort
to locate and identify areas of the county where pools
of West Nile-positive mosquitoes may exist. The
county began its mosquito surveillance on April 4th
and it will continue until the Fall.
“Keeping our focus on the emergence of positive
mosquitoes – and their rapid elimination – will help
reduce the mosquito population and hopefully
minimize the number of human West Nile virus cases,”
said Tarrant County Public Health Director Dr. Lou
Brewer.
Public health has added additional staff whose job is
to focus on mosquito trapping and testing and the
elimination and mitigation of breeding sites, she said.
Public Health has made traps available to all Tarrant
County cities. Cities place the traps in strategic
locations, collect the samples and deliver them to the
Public Health laboratory or a contracted laboratory for
testing. More than 150 traps will be used across the
county. In the unincorporated areas, Public Health will
set the traps and collect samples.
“Prevention is still a key component,” Brewer said.
“There is no way of telling for sure what the season
will be like.”
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The county would turn to aerial spraying if
mosquito activity is particularly high in some areas or
if there is an outbreak.
People should begin taking steps now to prevent
mosquitoes from breeding on their property, say health
officials, and that means eliminating any standing
water. All Tarrant County residents are encouraged to
remain vigilant regarding West Nile Virus.
Locations of traps, test results and more information
can be found on the Take Control – Stop West Nile
Virus section of the Tarrant County Public health Page
website: http://health.tarrantcounty.com.

Who is at Risk for West Nile Virus?
• If you work outside or participate in outdoor activities you are at
greater risk of contracting West Nile virus because of greater
exposure to mosquitoes.
• People older than 50, particularly those over 65, have the
highest risk of severe disease with West Nile, but plenty of
people in their 30s or 40s or even younger catch the virus.
• If you have a medical condition such as cancer, diabetes,
hypertension, kidney disease, are immune-compromised, have
received a transplant, or have a debilitating medical condition
you are at greater risk for serious illness.
• The incubation period is usually 2 to 6 days but ranges from 2
to 14 days. This period can be longer in people with certain
medical conditions that affect the immune system.
• Most people infected with West Nile don’t have symptoms.
Some people develop a mild flu-like illness. It gets better on its
own and doesn’t require treatment.
• A small number of people, about 1 in 150, and particularly
among the elderly, can develop neurological complications,
encephalitis or meningitis. That usually requires hospitalization
and can cause death.
• Older people are more likely to develop serious problems from
WNV because their immune systems are not as strong.
• Symptoms of severe illness include headache, high fever, stiff
neck, mental confusion, muscle weakness, tremors (shaking),
convulsions or coma.
• There currently is no vaccine to prevent west Nile Virus.

Be A Skeeter Beater
Drain standing water around the house
Take extra precautions at dusk and dawn
Have good screens on windows and doors
Wear long pants and long-sleeved shirts
Wear mosquito repellent when outside
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Tarrant Cares Celebrates it’s 3rd Year Anniversary this March
Tarrant Cares is a great way to access information about local health and human services that you or
your family may need. Just go to the TarrantCares.org website on the Internet. It’s quick and easy for
individuals, families, caregivers and agencies to find relevant information online to make the most
informed decisions regarding care in their lives.
On the website you’ll find faster and easier access to comprehensive community services,

Children and Families:
Health • Child care • Physical and Mental illnesses
• Parenting • Mentoring programs • Life skills
• Counseling • Community services • Case management •
Substance abuse and addiction recovery • Emergency and
crisis supports
• Recreation and leisure

Community Corrections:
Correctional Facilities and Juvenile Detention Centers
• Community-based services • Courts • Adult and juvenile
probation • Victim services • Youth programs and services

Domestic, Sexual and Other Violence:
Support for crime/abuse victims including children, families
and significant others • Crisis services
• Counseling, including individual, group, family and traumaspecific • Housing • Legal issues • Law Enforcement and
Criminal Justice systems • Child Protective Services •
Prevention and education
• Medical resources • Resources for offenders

Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities:
Developmental disorders (Autism spectrum, Asperger's, and
Rett's Disorder) • Childhood Disintegrative Disorder •
Intellectual Disabilities
• Developmental disabilities • Down Syndrome
• Learning disabilities • Developmental delays
Thanks to our Sponsors: Texas Health Resources, Baylor All
Saints Medical Center at Fort Worth, JPS Health Network, MHMR
of Tarrant County, Methodist Mansfield Medical Center, United
Way of Tarrant County, Cook Children’s, UNT Health Science
Center, Cigna HealthSpring, and Mental Health Connection

Mental/Behavioral Health:
Mental health care • ADHD • Depression • Anxiety
• Bipolar disorder • Schizophrenia • Substance abuse and
addiction recovery • Family support • Psychiatric evaluation •
Medication management • Case management • Psychosocial
rehabilitation services
• Veterans' resources

Prenatal to Age 5:
Prenatal development • Parenting • Infant development • Child
care • Pre-school education
• Health • Hearing and vision • Social, emotional and
behavioral issues • Early childhood illnesses
• Community services • Disabilities

Public Health and Healthy Communities:
Communicable diseases • Prenatal care • Emergency
preparedness • Injury prevention and safety • Health
insurance and benefits • Financial assistance • Housing and
shelter • Public records • Food Assistance
• Chronic Disease • Breastfeeding

Seniors/Adults with Disabilities:
Caregiver supports • Alzheimer's disease/dementia
• Fall prevention • Medicare • Prevention of abuse

Veterans, Service Members and Their Families:
Veterans/military services • Support groups • Post-traumatic
stress • Depression, anxiety and other mental health issues •
Medical care • Substance abuse and addiction recovery •
Financial support • Housing
•

Check it out !!

www.TarrantCares.org
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Mental Health First Aid: Helping Young People
Spotting warning signs of mental or emotional
instability in a young person could save them, their family
and the community a lot of heartache.
Mental health professionals say teachers need the tools
to recognize early signs of a mental health crisis. MHMR
of Tarrant County, in a new program, is offering 300
educators, kindergarten through high school, free youth
mental health first aid training.
“We want to help our teachers and the community to be
aware and to be able to respond in the best possible way,”
said Susan Garnett, chief executive officer of the mental
health agency. MHMR will also train 30 people from
schools and community groups who can take the training
into the schools and the community, she said.
The training outlines the steps and procedures to assess
a situation, select and implement appropriate intervention
and ways to help a person who is in crisis or is developing
the signs and symptoms of mental illness.
The eight-hour youth mental health first aid course will
familiarize educators with the more common mental
health crises and hopefully will help enhance safety in the
event of a serious situation.
It’s not training on how to diagnosis mental illness. It is
learning how to recognize common signs of distress and
knowing how to help a person find the most appropriate
care needed.
The course helps educators gain mental health literacy.
They get a basic understanding of what different mental

illnesses and addictions are and how they affect daily life.
They learn about depression and mood disorders,
anxiety disorders, trauma, psychosis and addiction and
substance abuse. Teachers will be certified and can count
the mental health first aid training toward their continuing
education requirements. They will gain greater knowledge
about community resources, in addition to information
about where and when to make referrals.
Mental health first aid also teaches about recovery and
resiliency – the idea that individuals experiencing
challenges can and do get better, and then can use their
strengths to stay well.
“We need to encourage teachers, counselors, principals
and other education professionals to learn about mental
health first aid and to sign up for training,” Garnett said.
“This training is one answer to a need that we all
recognize as important.”
Teachers and community members can call MHMR at
817-569-4342 to register for the free mental health first
aid training. To learn more, visit the training section at
www.MHMRtarrant.org.

2014 Donate Life Texas - Join the HOPE 2nd Chance Run
Every day, across the nation, more than 75 people
receive organ transplants. Many others get lifesaving
tissue transplants and have vision restored through
corneal transplants. Every day, thousands of people wait
for lifesaving organs.
A lifesaving transplant of a heart, kidney or liver is now
available to many more people than in the past.
Nevertheless, waiting for a transplant and parked on a list
that moves slowly, nearly 20 people die every day.
On Saturday, May 17th you can help to shorten that list
by raising money in the 2014 Donate Life Texas 2nd
Chance Run.
“I really didn’t think I would make it, as sick as I was in
the hospital,” said Tarrant County Commissioner Gary
Fickes, who had a liver transplant six years ago and has a
Texas license plate on his car that reads LIVR. “Now I do
what I can to promote organ donation programs. It saved
my life.”
http://www.2ndchancerun.org
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This is the 12th renewal of the Donate Life Texas 2nd
Chance Run. The run is moving to a new course in the
historic Fort Worth Stockyards.
The run honors organ and tissue donors in more than
109 Texas counties in North, Southeast and West Texas.
While celebrating lives saved, it offers hope for those still
waiting. It raises awareness of the need for organ, eye
and tissue donations.
Race organizers say that with the growing popularity of
the run, Race Day sign-up slots may be limited.
The 1 Mile Fun Run will start at 8:00 am, followed by a
5k starting at 8:30am. The start in the Stockyards is at
130 East Exchange Avenue, near Packers Avenue and
23rd Street. Awards ceremonies starts at 9:30 a.m.
Participant Fees:
5K Run, 1 Mile Walk $20
5K Run, 1 Mile Walk (youth) $10
5K Run, Walk Team Entry $18
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Blue Angels Perform

Air Show at Fort Worth’s Naval Air Station
You can’t keep a good fighter pilot out of the sky.
The Blue Angels, sidelined last year by budgetary restraints,
are flying again and will be performing on April 26 and 27 at
the free air show on the naval air station in Fort Worth.
“It is the first air show at the base in three years,” said Capt.
Gil Miller, commanding officer of the Naval Air Station Fort
Worth Joint Reserve Base. “We are proud and excited to be
able to host the public on our great base.”
The Leap Frogs, the Navy Seals parachute team, will be
jumping out of Texas Air National Guard C-130s to open the
show. There will be a wing walker, a Russian MiG-17, stunt
plane demonstrations and the Navy’s crack acrobatic flying
team, The Blue Angels.
“Friday is the practice show and the best seat in the house
for that may be in a boat on Lake Worth,” Miller said.
The weekend shows runs from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and will have a short intermission.
It will be the first air show to have a static display of the modern F-35, hot off the drawing boards and built
across the runway at Lockheed. Also on display will be a B-24 Liberator, built across the runway 70 years ago.
The base, which dates from World War II, is the largest military installation in North Texas. It has 12 major
commands and another 30 smaller, separate commands. The Navy, the Marine Corps, the Air Force and the
Army all work out of the base.
“There are a lot of flavors of aviation,” Miller said, adding that some commands see a lot of activity.
The Air Force’s 301st Fighter Wing returned from Afghanistan with its F-16 fighters this past February. The
Marine’s VMFA 112 Cowboys, a fighter attack squadron with its F/A-18 Hornets deployed for a six-month
tour of the western Pacific in January. The Navy airlift squadron and the Marine’s aerial refueling squadron
are very active, Miller said.
The Army’s 90th Aviation Support Batallion will soon be heading out to Kuwait for 9 months.
“There’s nothing reserved about the reserve base,” Miller said. “We are a very active military installation
and we take great pride in showing who we are and what we do. It is an honor to open the gates and to have
the public come on board for an air show.”

Getting to the Navy Air Show
• From I-30 take the 7B exit for Highway 183
• Go north on Highway 183
• To quickly move traffic on and off the base, the gate

beside Ridgmar Farmers Market, along Highway 183, just
across from Ridgmar Mall, will open at 9 a.m. Look for
signs and people directing traffic.

• Anyone planning to enter the base after 2 p.m. to attend

the air show should use the Naval Air Station Main Gate
on Pumphrey Drive, off Highway 183.

B-24 Liberator

Built in Fort Worth
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Funded Projects Not Yet Under Construction

Transportation Updates

Tarrant County Gets Roads
Tarrant County’s highways are getting their biggest facelift in
decades and there are brand new roads being built.
It spells some relief for our already overcrowded roads and it is
a good start to meet growth projections that see Tarrant County
becoming home to 3.6 million residents by mid-century.
The DFW Connector north of the DFW Airport, once a
congestion nightmare, is now open.
The 27-mile Chisholm Trail Parkway from Fort Worth to
Cleburne, planned for nearly 50 years, is scheduled to open in
May. Work on SH 183 and North Loop 820 is nearly done.
We are in the early stages of a four-year rebuild of I-35W from
downtown Fort Worth north to US 287. The highway from North
Loop 820 is already under construction and the part from
downtown Fort Worth to Loop 820 is funded but not yet under
construction at this time.
Other funded road projects not yet under construction include
Completed
Under Construction
Not Yet Under Construction
SH 183 east from Industrial Boulevard past the county line, and
SH 360 south of Interstate 30 past the county line.
Much needed improvements to other roads are under review. Those include East loop 820 between Fort Worth and
Arlington, SH 199 between downtown Fort Worth and Lake Worth and I-35W north of US 287.

Volunteers Help Make Tarrant Area Food Bank Happen
The Tarrant Area Food Back does its best to see that
children don’t go hungry on summer weekends.
For four hours on a mid-week evening two assembly
lines of volunteers stuff about 3,000 backpacks with
applesauce, canned vegetables, shelf-stable milk and
other nutritious goodies. Enough weekend food for all the
kids in a family that gets a backpack.
There isn’t a whole lot of talking and joking going on.
Hands are moving too fast.
“We couldn’t possibly do what we do without our
volunteers,” said Bo Soderbergh, food bank executive
director. Volunteers also help inspect and repack food to
get it ready for distribution, he said.
The food bank serves as the distribution hub of a 13county network of hunger relief charities and social
service centers, working with about 320 partner agencies.
Foundations, faith-based organizations, small
businesses, clubs and government organizations partner
with the food bank, contributing volunteers, food and

funds, raising awareness about hunger in our community
and helping those with the greatest need.
The food bank gets food to senior citizens on fixed
incomes, victims of family violence and disasters, lowwage working families, the chronically ill, the homeless,
the severely disabled and others in need. Sadly, more
than one-third of those served are children.
The food bank also runs vital community programs.
They have nutrition education programs for adults,
seniors and families receiving food assistance and the
feeding programs for children.
The food ban does culinary job training for lowincome adults and even instruction on community
gardening, so folks can cook and grow their own food.
They also assist individuals and families applying for
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.
To donate funds or food, to volunteer or to get more
information about the Tarrant Area Food Bank, go to the
website www.tafb.org.

TARRANT AREA FOOD BANK
2600 Cullen St., Fort Worth, TX 76107
(817) 332-9177 Main, (817) 877-5148 Fax
Email at tafb@tafb.org
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Community Event

Chisholm Trail Parkway Opens
Now that the NTTA Chisholm Trail Parkway is just
about done, there is cause for celebration. After all, the
road between Tarrant and Johnson Counties has been
planned for a half century.
On May 9th, elected officials and transportation leaders
will gather at 9:30 a.m. at the Tarrant-Johnson county line,
just south of FM 1187, to cut the ribbon on the new 27.6
Photo: NTTA
mile road that connects Cleburne with central Fort Worth.
The Chisholm Trail Parkway seen from the west as it enters downtown
The following day, on May 10th the real fun starts when Fort Worth. The new 27.6 mile road from Cleburne nears completion.
folks can walk, run or bike ride on the new road.
• At 7 a.m., a 13.1 mile half-marathon begins at FM 1902 in Johnson County and ends at Edwards Ranch
Road. Early registration is $75. The course goes through grasslands, ranches and urban areas.
• At 7:30 a.m., there will be a 1-mile kids fun run that begins and ends at Edwards Ranch Road.
• At 8 a.m., a 5K starts at Edwards Ranch Road, travels south to the Arborlawn overpass and then
returns. Early registration is $25. Runners will cross over the Clear Fork of the Trinity River.
• Bike rides of 12, 33 and 48 miles begin and end at Edwards Ranch Road. Early registration is $30 and
$25 for those 15 or younger. All participants in the races will receive T-shirts and a commemorative gift.
• Post-race and ride activities will be held in the Clearfork development which can be accessed from
either Hulen Street or Bryant Irvin Road. Additional details will be posted at www.ctprunride.org.
All money raised at the event will go to two charities, CASA of Tarrant County and CASA of Johnson
County. Those organizations, made up of Court Appointed Special Advocates volunteers who help abused or
neglected children under the protection of the courts in North Texas.

TARRANT COUNTY CONTACTS
GENERAL INFORMATION 817-884-1111
County Clerk

Tax Assessor-Collector

Criminal / Misdemeanor Records .......................

817-884-1066

Auto Tag Renewal / Property Taxes .......

817-884-1100

Probate Courts ...................................................
Records Intake / Deeds ......................................
Records Library ..................................................
Vital Records: Birth/Death Certificates, Marriage
Licenses, and Business Records/DBA's ............
District Attorney ...................................................
District Clerk
Civil Records ......................................................
Criminal Records ................................................
Family Court / Divorce Records .........................
Jury Services ......................................................
Passports............................................................
Elections ...............................................................

817-884-1770
817-884-1062
817-884-1069
817-884-1195
817-884-1400

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension ...............
Veterans Services.....................................
Sheriff's Office ..........................................
Jail Information........................................
Victim Information ...................................
Warrant Division......................................

817-884-1945
817-531-5645
817-884-3009
817-884-3116
877-894-8463
817-884-1320

817-884-1240
817-884-1342
817-884-1265
817-884-3820
817-884-2520
817-831-8683

Commissioners Court meets every Tuesday at 10 am
Tarrant County Administration Building
100 E. Weatherford Street, 5th Floor
County Judge, Glen Whitley ........................
817-884-1441
Commissioner Roy Brooks, Precinct 1 ........
817-531-5600,
817-370-4500

Fire Marshall .........................................................

817-838-4660

Commissioner Andy Nguyen, Precinct 2 .....

817-548-3900

Human Services ...................................................

817-531-5620

Commissioner Gary Fickes, Precinct 3 .......

817-581-3600,

Public Health ........................................................

817-321-4700

Resource Connection ..........................................

817-531-7600

817-481-8234
Commissioner JD Johnson, Precinct 4 .......

817-238-4400

For additional information, visit: www.tarrantcounty.com
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