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“Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the
dictates of our passion, they cannot alter the state of facts and evidence.”
These words, spoken by our 2nd president, John Adams, himself an attorney, remain as
much at the core of our justice system today as they did more than 200 years ago. Facts
are facts - they simply are what they are. As the State, it is our sworn duty to verify and
present the facts and evidence in any criminal case we bring.
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As prosecutors, we are responsible for ensuring that we share all evidence in our possession with the defendant and his/her
attorneys prior to trial. This is what is commonly referred to as discovery. This includes not only evidence collected by our oﬃce,
but evidence collected by any of our law enforcement partners, such as police departments, the medical examiner or labs.
What could never have been foreseen by our forefathers was the gargantuan task that would emerge as technology advanced. In
today’s world almost every individual involved in any case is going to have their own cell phone, a computer and potentially a
tablet. Security/surveillance cameras, dash and body cams have become the norm, and only continue to grow in use. In the past
year, both the Arlington and North Richland Hills Police Departments have implemented the use of body cams, and the Fort Worth
Police Department has begun installing closed-circuit TV cameras downtown and in various neighborhoods. The volume of digital
media evidence, or DME, that all of these devices create is staggering. And when a crime is committed, all DME must be reviewed
and considered both by the State’s attorneys and the attorneys for the defendant.
This access to digital evidence is a very positive advance, because it allows us more critical data to consider than ever before. A
jury can sometimes watch an incident with their own eyes; the facts
are incontrovertible. But it comes with costs.
First is the exponential increase in the amount of time required to
review individual cases. In 2013, our oﬃce received 0.37 terabytes
of DME to consider. As of November 30 of this year, we have already
received 170.38 terabytes. A terabyte is one TRILLION bytes. Each
terabtye represents between 330 - 1000 hours of video, depending
on its quality. Our oﬃce is responsible for the content of every hour
and every byte of that information for every case.
As we face the coming new year, DME projections only continue to
rise,necessitating the ongoing need for greater storage capabilities,
and increased staﬀ. We are grateful for your continued trust as we
work every day toward our mission of providing fair, accountable
criminal justice in our County.
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With best wishes,
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MENTAL HEALTH

The holidays are a time of celebration for many, but for those struggling with mental illness
and the family and friends who care for them, this can be one of the most diﬃcult times of
the year. Social anxiety, ﬁnancial concerns, loneliness and even the seasonal changes can all
bring on additional stress.
Raised community awareness has led to important reforms in how the justice system is
dealing with those with mental health issues. In September of 2017, The Sandra Bland
Act went into eﬀect in Texas, mandating strict treatment protocols and training for local
law enforcement agencies, including jailers. This law:
 Mandates county jails to divert people with mental health and substance abuse
issues toward treatment in a shorter turnaround time, and requires prisoners
be able to access a mental health professional 24 hours a day;
 Makes it easier for a defendant with mental illness or intellectual disability to receive
a personal bond;
 Requires independent law enforcement agencies investigate jail deaths;
 Requires jailer training at the administration and oﬃcer level;
 Ensures all law enforcement oﬃcers receive de-escalation training for all situations
as part of their basic training and continuing education.

There was a 64 percent increase in mental health
commitment cases in Tarrant County
between 2014 and 2017.

Civil mental health commitments are ﬁled when individuals have a mental illness and become a danger to themselves or others. Our civil prosecutors represent the State’s interest
in ensuring public safety by seeking involuntary mental health treatment for individuals via
trials held in the Tarrant County statutory probate courts. These cases are ﬁled with our oﬃce by either John Peter Smith Hospital, private
hospitals or law enforcement agencies, not by individuals. Our prosecutors handled 5,151 of of these cases in 2017, and have had 4,164
cases ﬁled as of Nov. 30th of this year.
Other public safety-related commitments or removals our prosecutors handle include commitment orders to provide necessary services
for those with intellectual disabilities, communicable disease commitments to protect the public health, and emergency protective order
removals which are ﬁled to allow for the removal of an incapacitated elderly or disabled individual from an abusive environment.
Here in Tarrant County, law enforcement agencies are going above and beyond to meet the needs of the mental health population. In
Hurst, all police oﬃcers receive accredited training for dealing with residents with mental health issues. Other departments around the
county are beginning to implement this example as well.
In January, my oﬃce will again ask the Legislature to extend the initial holds on emergency mental health detentions to 72 hours, where
most of the rest of the nation currently has theirs. The current 48-hour period is simply too short to allow doctors to be able to make a
worthwhile diagnosis and to stabilize the patient.
If you or someone you know is in need of assistance with mental health issues, safe resources are available. MHMR of Tarrant County
provides help to children, adolescents and adults with mental illness and other emotional disturbances. You can learn more about their
services at mhmrtarrant.org, and they have a 24-hour helpline at 817.335.3022 or 800.866.2465. If mental issues ever reach the point
where you are in fear for your safety or the safety of the person in need of treatment, you should call 911.
By continuing to work together to increase awareness and improve resources, we can ensure a joyous and safe 2019 for our community.

HOLIDAY NO REFUSAL

During this period, drivers pulled over for suspicion of DWI will be required by court order to submit to a blood test.

9:30 pm, Friday, December 21, 2018 - 5:30 am, January 1, 2019

A LOYAL ADVOCATE

Our CDA emotional support canine, Brady, went into court for the ﬁrst
time this year, accompanying a child who was a survivor of child abuse
as he testiﬁed.
Before the moment came, Brady visited the courtroom with his trainer
to become familiar with the surroundings, and practiced his position
under the witness stand, where he could be a comfort within a hand's
reach.
When asked how he felt about being able to have his good friend Brady
with him during this diﬃcult time, the child simply smiled and sighed,
"It's awesome."
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