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October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month, providing the perfect
opportunity to announce officially our new Intimate Partner Violence (IPV)
team. Approved for FY2017 by the County Commissioners, this team
will consist of 5 full-time Assistant Criminal District Attorneys, an investigator and support staff member dedicated to prosecuting felony
IPV cases. Team Chief Art Clayton and Deputy Chief Allenna Bangs each
have extensive experience prosecuting some of the most complex and
violent cases of the last decade.

FALL 2016

An Update from Your CDA

IPV describes physical or sexual violence, stalking or psychological aggression (such as coercive acts) by a current
or former partner of the victim. HALF of the recent Capital Murder incidents in this County are the result of IPV that
escalated to murder. IPV crime happens every day, and reaches every ethnicity, income level, age, gender, religion
and other social demographic in Tarrant County.
a

July - September 2016
4,419 Total Felonies Filed
316 IPV Felonies Filed

8% of Total Felony Caseload

In the coming months, we will be working actively not only in the courtroom, but
also in the community to raise awareness of IPV. We will be partnering with law
enforcement, hospitals, schools, businesses, religious institutions and non-profits to assist the survivors, punish the offenders and educate our citizens in an
effort to break this tragic cycle of violence. We must commit as a community to
combat this crime that is still too often minimized by our society.
With best wishes,

Visit us online at:
cda.tarrantcounty.com
facebook.com/tarrantcountyda
twitter.com/TarrantCountyDA

The CDA Seal
Our more than 300 CDA employees voted recently to approve a
new official seal for the Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney’s
Office. Designed by our Trial Art Coordinator, Rhona Wedderein,
our new seal partners the stars and laurel of the State and
County seals with the balanced scales of justice.

CDA Speakers on the Road
CDA experts are available to speak on almost 70 different topics
of interest, from IPV, to cyber-security, to elder abuse.

Prosecutor Ty Stimpson and CDA investigators Ted Eby
and Greg McNeese answer questions at Commissioner
Gary Fickes’ annual Empowering Seniors conference in
Bedford. The event, at which McNeese was a featured
speaker on elder fraud, attracted more than 2,400
attendees this year.

To request a speaker for your upcoming event, please contact our
Community Outreach Coordinator, Amy Bearden, at
817.884.3126 or AHBearden@tarrantcountytx.gov.

INSIDE: ACDA Richard Alpert retires

Investigator Mike Weber wins award
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The mission of our office is to enhance public safety through rigorous enforcement of criminal and civil laws in an ethical, honest and just manner.
We are here to represent and defend the rights of every person in Tarrant County, seeking justice for all.

National Night Out
On October 4th, CDA employees took part in neighborhood activities across Tarrant County in celebration of
National Night Out - an annual public awareness event to encourage positive relationships and comradery between
law enforcement and our neighborhoods. Our attorneys, investigators and staff were all pleased to participate once
again in this effort to bring together citizens and police to advance a common purpose: the safety of our community.
Our office works in partnership throughout the year with Tarrant County’s 55 law enforcement agencies to investigate and prosecute criminal offenders. Our mission is strengthened significantly through the assistance and
participation of the dedicated citizens in our community, who work diligently to educate and inspire our youth,
build safe neighborhoods and insist on an envrironment in which offenders are held accountable for their actions.
We are fortunate in Tarrant County to have not only our dedicated police officers who seek each day to do the right
thing, but the dozens of neighborhoods countywide who are committed to ensuring Tarrant County remains one
of the best and safest places to live in our nation.

Don’t Forget!
The next DWI No Refusal Holiday Weekends
will be in effect:

Halloween

Thanksgiving

9:30 pm, Fri., 10/28
until
5:30 am, Tue., 11/1

9:30 pm, Wed., 11/23
until
5:30 am, Mon.,11/28

One of Our Own

An Era Ends

CDA investigator Mike Weber was honored recently by the
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children’s Texas
Regional Office with the 2016 Texas Children’s Hero Award.
Weber was recognized for the commitment he showed to the
victims through his extraordinary work investigating leads and
tracking down hard-to-find witnesses on the case of the State
of Texas v. Geronimo Aguilar. This case involved decades-old
charges of Continuous Sexual Assault of a Child by Aguilar,
former mega-church pastor. Through the hard work of Weber
and prosecutors Eric Nickols, Sheila Wynn
and Elizabeth Kamber, Aguilar was sentenced to 40 years in prison. The award
was presented to Weber in Austin this
month at the 2016 Annual Children’s
\
Award Gala.

After nearly 30 years on the job, ACDA Richard
Alpert will retire in November. Alpert, named
Prosecutor of the Year by the State Bar of Texas in
2009, has become renowned as the state’s leading
expert on DWI and Intoxication Manslaughter.

We are proud to have the state’s most dedicated and hard-working CDA investigators
assisting our prosecutors in seeking justice
for for Tarrant County’s criminal offenders.

Richard prosecuted six cases in which a police
officer was killed in the line of duty by a drunk
driver. He has been instrumental in the County’s
No Refusal program, which
has led to historic lows in
holiday DWI arrest rates.
A veteran of more than 400
speaking engagements,
Richard will continue to educate around the state on DWI
issues and volunteer with the
The Texas District & County
Attorneys Association in his
retirement.
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