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An Update From Your CDA

This January, I charged our staff to remember that in this job no day is
unimportant, no decision is irrelevant, and no relationship is immaterial –
they are all integral to our mission to see justice served for all Tarrant County residents. As Criminal District Attorney
(CDA), each day I seek to move forward on the goals and objectives we’ve set, while ensuring we’re doing the right
thing and treating everyone correctly, whether it’s defendants, attorneys, jurors, or our hardworking CDA team. In the
first half of this first year, we made significant progress on the internal goals we’ve set, and achieved positive resolutions to some challenges we could not have anticipated.








We implemented The Discovery Compliance Policy, the first official policy for compliant Brady disclosure in
the State of Texas. Developed in close partnership with the police chiefs of every department in Tarrant
County, this policy creates a clear process for disclosure between the police, CDA’s office and defense
attorneys on all applicable future cases.
We reformed the decades-old Deferred Prosecution Program (DPP) for young first offenders to make it more
accessible to some groups it can best serve, while also allowing it to run more efficiently for staff.
We expanded our outreach by assigning an Assistant CDA and CDA Investigator as liaisons to each police
department around the county, and instituting a “Speakers on the Road” program through which our staff
has participated as expert speakers at more than 90 community events.
We welcomed a Texas Department of Insurance ACDA and Investigator to our team that for the first time
allows us to investigate and prosecute insurance fraud at a highly specialized level in our county.
We created the County’s first Conviction Integrity Unit, currently at work on its first in-depth case review
with the National Innocence Project.
We celebrated the opening of our new state-of-the-art Digital Forensics and Technology Services (DFATS)
location, centralizing our nationally-recognized digital capabilities, and will soon implement a new software system to
significantly upgrade the accessibility of our records.
In addition, our office was able to handle more cases in the first
6 months of this year than in the same period of the last 5 years.
I am blessed to work with this wonderful, committed team of
professionals each day. We will continue to work diligently to
enforce the laws and protect the residents of Tarrant County and
the great State of Texas.

CDA Wilson recently joined Rockwall County Criminal District Attorney Kenda
Culpepper, Harris County DA Devon Anderson, and Bexar County DA Nicholas LaHood
as part of a featured panel discussion at the Texas Bar Association’s Advanced
Criminal Law Conference in San Antonio.

eResponse a Quiet Success
As the third largest county in Texas, Tarrant requires a large pool of potential jurors
to facilitate the thousands of cases handled each year. Tarrant County Jury Services
serves 51 courts by summoning up to 6,000 people, 5 days a week. Now, jurors can
use the eResponse system to confirm their jury service date, or request exemptions,
disqualifications or date deferrals online. Jurors are then emailed their court assignments or responses, and given a link to the court-specific questionnaire, completing
all necessary paperwork before their appearance date. If a court cancels or is delayed,
registered jurors can be notified in advance via email or phone, saving the County the
fees that would have been paid to those jurors who weren’t needed. In the last three
years, this program has saved Tarrant County citizens more than $300,000.

Protect Yourself Against
Jury Duty Scams
Court officers will never ask for
payment, a credit card, or your
SSN for failure to appear
for jury duty.
Report suspicious activity
to Tarrant County Jury Services
at 817.884.3820 or
juryroom@tarrantcounty.com.
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The mission of our office is to enhance public safety through rigorous enforcement of criminal and civil laws in an ethical, honest and just manner.
We are here to represent and defend the rights of every person in Tarrant County, seeking justice for all.

DFATS: The Digital Forensics and Technology Services Unit
One of CDA Wilson’s goals for this office is to remain – and increase our profile
as – the most technologically advanced CDA’s office in this part of the country.
Digital devices are prolific in our society, and the ability for law enforcement to
obtain essential digital evidence is crucial to successful prosecution. Late this
Spring, the multi-year effort to centralize our digital capabilities came together
in the new CDA Digital Forensics and Technology Services unit (DFATS).
Overseen by CDA Deputy Chief Investigator, Danny McCormick, our state-ofthe-art DFATS unit is the only “one stop shop” for digital media evidence in
Texas, and one of the the only facilities of its kind nationwide. As well as
providing services for the 40+ law enforcement agencies in Tarrant County,
over the last three years DFATS has assisted investigations by more than 60
outside agencies across Texas and the U.S.
Of only 47 Certified Forensic Video
Analysts in the world, 2 are members
of the DFATS staff. DFATS has the
ability to image, analyze and interpret
t
the data from audio, video, cellular
and computer sources. In addition,
DFATS investigators provide muchneeded technical trial support,
converting
converting the complicated digital
information into exhibits and demonstrative aids which allow the jurors,
prosecutors, defense attorneys, and
the judge to clearly review and understand the information presented.

Did You Know?
CDA experts are available to speak on almost 70 different topics of interest.
If you would like to request a speaker for your upcoming meeting, please
contact Amy Bearden at 817.884.3126 or AHBearden@tarrantcountytx.gov.

A Second Chance for First Time Offenders
When our ACDAs are assigned a case, they’re encouraged to consider three
possible resolutions: Trial, Plea or Diversion. The Deferred Prosecution
Program (DPP) is a limited supervision program designed to give the young
person in trouble for the first time the chance to rehabilitate him- or herself
without the stigma of a criminal conviction. Initially created in the 1970s by
then-CDA Tim Curry, today’s vastly different landscape inspired several key
updates this year to ensure the program is available for those who are truly
ready, willing and able to make the commitment to rehabilitation.
DPP is now available to offenders ages 17 to 24 at the time of the offense, who
have not previously been convicted of another offense. It has two tracks,
for non-drug and for drug-related offenses, and has been
amended to allow more accessibility for minorities and low income youth. Much is expected
from accepted applicants, but if they have the
drive and determination to change the path
they’re on, DPP can provide a real second
chance. To learn more about DPP, its requirements and how to apply, please visit our
CDA website, or call 817.884.1633.

DWI cases continue to be one of the
most common offenses we see. In July,
ACDAs Richard Alpert and Joshua Ross
represented the State in the sentencing
of Stewart Richardson. After receiving 9
DWI-related convictions in 4 other
states, Richardson drove with a blood
alcohol level 3x the legal limit here in
Tarrant County. He caused a devastating crash that left then-2 year old
Abdallah Khader in a vegetative state,
ultimately causing his death. Richardson will now serve the remainder of his
life in prison, but had he been held
accountable sooner for his chronic
offenses, Abdallah might still be with
his family in Arlington today.
In Tarrant County, we have zero tolerance for those who make the choice to
get behind the wheel of a potentially
deadly weapon and drive under the
influence. Tarrant law enforcement
agencies are continuing to work in
partnership to crack down on impaired
drivers by utilizing a “No Refusal”
policy each holiday weekend. Under
this program, anyone stopped for
suspected impaired driving who refuses
to take a routine breath test instead
will be subject to a court-ordered blood
test.

No Refusal Weekend: Labor Day
9:30pm, Sept. 4 – 5:30am, Sept. 8
Tarrant County-wide
On Oct. 24th, CDA Wilson will serve as
Honorary Chair for MADD’s Walk Like
MADD event in Fort Worth.
Included will be a Finish Line
Commitment Station, where
participants can share their
pledge not to drive while impaired.
For more information, visit
WalkLikeMadd.org.
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