A CENTURY OF SEEKING JUSTICE
The year was 1919, the world was changing rapidly with the end of the Great War.
Our movies were s�ll silent, alcohol was oﬃcially illegal and women s�ll couldn’t
vote. But all of that was about to change, especially for women and African
Americans at the Tarrant County Courthouse. The criminal jus�ce system here was
about to come of age, as Jesse Brown was sworn in on October 19, 1919 as the ﬁrst
Tarrant County Criminal District A�orney.

THE FIRST

Jesse Brown was born to be a public servant. He was raised on a farm near
Bedford, quit school at age 13 when his mother died and went to work on a ranch
in West Texas. He taught high school, worked at the Swi� packing plant and on his
days oﬀ hung out with lawyers in the Knights of Pythias hall downtown. Because he
had read and studied the law for so long, Brown managed to test out of his ﬁrst
year at University of Texas Law School and passed the bar exam the next year,
never receiving a law degree. With bar card in hand he came back to Tarrant
County and went to work in the county a�orney’s oﬃce trying misdemeanor cases.
In 1913, Brown was appointed to replace Tarrant County Judge R.E. Bra�on. A�er
being elected twice as Judge, Brown helped convince the Texas Legislature to
Jesse Brown
create the posi�on of Criminal District A�orney, a job he assumed on October 19,
1919. Brown sent more men to the state peniten�ary than any previous Tarrant County a�orney, and set a
record of securing nine life sentences. And despite voters refusing to approve a bond issue, Brown achieved
construc�on of the Criminal Courts Building, which today houses the Tarrant County adult proba�on oﬃce.

THE FIRST WOMAN

Eva Barnes

Eva Barnes broke the glass ceiling in Tarrant County, hiring on as the ﬁrst female
assistant criminal district a�orney in Texas. Barnes, daughter of a Bap�st
preacher, quit high school at age 16 and went to work answering mail sent to
accused murder suspect, Pastor J. Frank Norris. She fell in love with the law,
went to night school in Dallas to get her law degree but wasn’t allowed to
prac�ce as an a�orney for another 13 years, un�l Criminal District A�orney Al
Clyde hired her in 1945. First Assistant Will Parker at the �me warned Clyde it
was a big mistake to hire a woman. Barnes would not be in�midated. She
worked diligently on juvenile cases, custody suits and family-related probate
cases, but her specialty was child deser�on cases. She indicted 168 men and
women, sending some to jail for contribu�ng to child delinquency. Barnes
proved her worth to the county and won over Parker, who eventually called her
the best hire Clyde ever made, man or woman.
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LEADING DIVERSITY

Doug Crouch served as Tarrant County Criminal
District A�orney twice, from 1959-1966 and again
from 1971-1972. He is credited with integra�ng the
courthouse. During the ﬁrst year of his ﬁrst term
Crouch led the way by hiring Ollice Malloy, Jr., the
ﬁrst African American assistant criminal district
a�orney in the state and ﬁrst in the southern United
States. Malloy, a Fort Worth na�ve, graduated from
I.M. Terrell High and taught high school in Fort Worth
for eight years before gradua�ng with his law degree
from the University of Texas in 1954. At ﬁrst, Malloy
was assigned only cases with African-American
vic�ms, but eventually handled cases of all types,
becoming the ﬁrst African American prosecutor in the
South to try a murder case.

Doug Crouch

THE REFORMER

Ollice Malloy

For 37 years Tim Curry led the Criminal District A�orney’s Oﬃce, and today the
criminal courts building bears his name. Curry was a reformer, the son of family full
of lawyers. He campaigned for the criminal DA’s job promising crea�on of public
informa�on and consumer abuse divisions. He ins�tuted an Open File Policy
allowing defense a�orneys to see prosecutor ﬁles before trials. This policy is
credited with preventing wrongful prosecu�ons and limiting convic�ons being
overturned on appeal. Curry started with 35 a�orneys and recruited some of the
best legal talent in the state to ﬁll our prosecutor ranks in the Tarrant County
Criminal DA’s oﬃce. He changed the culture of the oﬃce and ins�tuted many
reforms s�ll in prac�ce today.

Tim Curry

TRIALS OF THE CENTURY

The headlines were scandalous. Flamboyant and selfrighteous megachurch pastor J. Frank Norris, admi�ed he
shot and killed Fort Worth Lumber company head D.E.
Chipps. The Reverend Norris, pastor of First Bap�st Church
anchored in the middle of downtown Fort Worth, was
known as the “Texas Tornado,” for his ﬁre and brimstone
sermons on the tent revival circuit.

The story goes, according to Reverend Norris, Chipps went
up to the church on Saturday night, July 17, 1926, to take
issue with the pastor’s sermons wearing out his friend, Fort
The J. Frank Norris Murder Trial
Worth Mayor Henry Meachum. Norris claims Chipps
threatened to kill the preacher if he didn’t stop his slanderous a�acks on the Mayor. As Chipps was walking out,
Norris claimed he thought Chipps’ hand went for his hip, so he pulled out his gun and ﬁred three �mes to defend
himself. Turns out Chipps had no gun. He bled to death outside of Norris’ oﬃce door. Within minutes of the
shoo�ng, Norris turned himself in to Criminal District A�orney Robert Hanger, was charged with murder, made
a $10,000 bond, and was preaching to a capacity crowd at an open-air tabernacle on Hemphill Street the very
next morning.
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J. Frank Norris

Things moved quickly in those days, the Grand Jury met the next Tuesday and the
“secret” tes�mony leaked like a sieve. The Norris trial became a na�onal obsession in
newspapers and reached a fever pitch on the morning tes�mony was supposed to begin
in November. Norris’ a�orney, Marvin Simpson, argued Fort Worth had become the
seat of a plot by Roman Catholics, the Knights of Columbus and city oﬃcials to
undermine the defense. Simpson won his argument that there was no way Norris could
get a fair jury trial in Tarrant County. So, the trial was moved to Aus�n, and just as
a�orney Simpson promised from the get-go, the Reverend Norris was acqui�ed of
murder.

Priscilla and Cullen Davis

The T. Cullen Davis capital murder trial was one of the most
expensive trials ever conducted by Tarrant County. Extreme
wealth, lurid tales of sex, drugs, divorce, bribery, revenge and a
defense orchestrated by fabled defense a�orney Richard
“Racehorse” Haynes. This capital murder trial was seemingly made
for the tabloids, and the na�on couldn’t get enough of the
salacious details. T. Cullen Davis, the middle son of legendary Fort
Worth oilman Kenneth “S�nky” Davis, was considered at the �me
among the 10 richest men in America. Davis, in fact, was to
become the wealthiest man to ever stand trial for capital murder.

On August 2, 1976, Cullen was in a civil courtroom for a divorce proceeding with his wife, Priscilla. That night, a
man in a black wig and mask killed Priscilla’s 12-year-old daughter Andrea in the wine cellar of the Davis
mansion, then waited for Priscilla to come home with her new boyfriend, TCU basketball star Stan Farr. The
gunman killed Farr and wounded Priscilla. As the gunman chased Priscilla, two of her friends drove up. A bullet
wounded one of them and all tes�ﬁed they recognized the shooter in disguise as Cullen. Davis was arrested the
next day and posted an $80,000 bond. Then, Criminal District A�orney Tim Curry got a call that Davis’ plane was
being made ready for a possible get-away, and Davis went to jail un�l the trial was over.
Curry knew he was facing an uphill ba�le, and said cases against high proﬁle, wealthy ﬁgures like Davis were a
losing proposi�on for the oﬃce. Curry projected, “this is the type of case where if you lose, people say the ﬁx is
in, somebody’s been bought oﬀ. If you win, others say the prosecutor set out to ‘get’ the defendant because of
who he is in order to make a poli�cal issue out of it.” He was right about that no-win situa�on.

T. Cullen Davis
leaving the Amarillo Court Room

There was trouble from the start. The task of ﬁnding 12 jurors
in Tarrant County who didn’t have an opinion about Cullen
Davis proved to be insurmountable. So, a change of venue
was ordered and the trial moved to Amarillo. Racehorse
Haynes oﬀered up an alibi from Cullen’s new girlfriend, and
a�acked Priscilla, saying this whole murder thing was put up
so she could get more money from the divorce when Cullen
was sent away to prison. The trial took 3 months, the jury
heard from 67 witnesses and the court logged 700 exhibits. It
took the Amarillo jury only 2 and a half hours to acquit Davis.
Curry took the loss hard. He had told friends privately before
the trial he didn’t like their chances to get anything more than
a hung jury. While people on the street told reporters, they
thought Davis would be acqui�ed, none expressed the
opinion that Davis was innocent of the charges.
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The Tarrant County Criminal District A�orney’s Execu�ve Staﬀ:
Leslie Hunt, Chief, Civil Division
Tammie Hughes, Chief Inves�gator
Sharen Wilson, Criminal District A�orney
Larry Moore, Chief, Criminal Division
Shannon Fletcher, Chief of Staﬀ

SEEKING JUSTICE INTO THE NEXT CENTURY

Our oﬃce has grown from the original 9 employees 100 years ago into an organiza�on with more than 340
a�orneys, inves�gators and support staﬀ. The job of the elected criminal district a�orney has changed a lot
over the years. At the beginning in 1919, the CDA did it all, trying almost every case on the docket. Now, my job
is to manage the largest law ﬁrm in the county. But our mission is still the same; to seek jus�ce, uphold and
expand the best tradi�ons of fairness, civility and openness. Adherence to that no�on has allowed the Tarrant
County Criminal District A�orney’s oﬃce to evolve into a beacon of fairness in the legal community. For me,
being the elected Criminal District A�orney in Tarrant County is the most rewarding job in law. As we celebrate
the 100th anniversary of this oﬃce, I have challenged my team to follow the proud examples of those who have
served before us, to con�nue to preserve, protect and defend the cons�tu�on and laws of Texas and the United
States.
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