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COMMISSIONERS COURT 

COMMUNICATION 
DATE:  1/10/2012 

  
  

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF THE TARRANT COUNTY NARCOTICS UNIT FISCAL YEAR 

2011 CHAPTER 59 ASSET FORFEITURE REPORT 

 

 

*** CONSENT AGENDA *** 

 

COMMISSIONERS COURT ACTION REQUESTED: 

 

It is requested that the Commissioners Court approve the Tarrant County Narcotics Unit FY 2011 

Chapter 59 Asset Forfeiture Report by a Law Enforcement Agency. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Under Chapter 59 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (C.C.P.), the Chapter 59 Asset Forfeiture Report 

shall be delivered to the Comptroller’s Office and filed with the Office of the Attorney General by a 

law enforcement agency in matters involving forfeited property.  This report must be filed no later 

than the 60
th
 day after the end of the Agency’s fiscal year.  An extension was granted by the Office of 

the Attorney General. 

 

This report, which was created by the Office of the Attorney General, summarizes the fiscal year 2011 

asset forfeiture activities of the Tarrant County Narcotics Unit and conforms to the requirements as 

specified under Article 59.06 (g)(1) of the C.C.P.  Per this article, the Commissioners Court must 

perform an audit.  The Auditor’s Office has performed the audit and their findings are attached. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

There is no fiscal impact to Tarrant County associated with this action. 
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TARRANT COUNTY 

TARRANT COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING - ROOM 506 
100 E. WEATHERFORD 

S. RENEE TIDWELL, CPA 
COUNTY AUDITOR 

rtidwell@tarrantcounty.com 

January 3, 2012 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76196-0103 
817/884-1205 

Fax 817/884-1104 

The Honorable Joe Shannon Jr., Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney 
The Honorable District Judges of Tarrant County 
The Honorable Tarrant County Commissioners Court 

RONALD D. BERTEL, CPA 
FIRST ASSISTANT COUNTY AUDITOR 

rbertel@tarrantcounty.com 

Re: Auditor's Report- Review of the FY2011 Chapter 59 Asset Forfeiture Report by Law Enforcement 
Agency 

SUMMARY 

As required by Article 59.06 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, we reviewed the attached FY2011 
Chapter 59 Asset Forfeiture Report by Law Enforcement Agency prepared by the Tarrant County 
District Attorney's Office. Based on the information recorded into the District Attorney's database and 
the County's financial records, we believe that the amounts presented in the asset forfeiture report are 
reasonable, and the report contains all information required under Article 59.06 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. 

Since it is not possible to determine whether receipts were completed for all transactions, we were 
unable to express an opinion regarding the completeness of the District Attorney's database. Due to the 
time-sensitive nature of this review, we will evaluate controls over the District Attorney's database 
separately. 

We found one condition that requires management's attention. Specifically, the District Attorney's 
Office did not submit the Chapter 59.06 report to the attorney general within the timeline required by 
statute. Unless the Attorney General's Office grants a 15-day extension, the report is due 60 days after 
the fiscal year. According to the District Attorney's Office staff, an extension was granted. Therefore, 
the due date was December 15, 2011. However, the Auditor's Office did not receive the final report 
until December 30, 2011. Since Commissioners Court must certify the Chapter 59 report, the report will 
not be submitted to the attorney general until approximately January 10, 2012. 

If the report is not submitted to the Attorney General's Office within the extension period, the statute 
requires that the attorney general notify the comptroller. The statute further requires that the comptroller 
perform an audit, and upon completion of the audit, forward a copy to the attorney general. The agency 
or attorney representing the state is liable to the comptroller for the costs of the audit. As a result, the 
District Attorney's Office could incur unexpected costs. 
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BACKGROUND AND METHODOLOGY 

The District Attorney's Office maintains a case management database to record various case activities, 
both financial and non-financial. The District Attorney's Office does not necessarily have custody and 
control of all cash and non-cash assets. Rather, other agencies may retain control of certain seized 
assets. The District Attorney's Office prepares manual receipts to record the receipt of case documents 
and assets, both cash and non-cash. The report focuses on two separate elements of the District 
Attorney's Office asset forfeiture process: financial activity and case activity. 

Financial Activity 

Sections I, II, and VI of the report include monies under the control and custody of the District 
Attorney's Office. The financial transactions included in the report were obtained from the County's 
general ledger. We reviewed selected cash transactions recorded in the database to supporting 
documents such as court orders, seizure reports, and receipts. We also traced cash transactions under the 
control of the District Attorney's Office to the County's general ledger and found no exceptions. 

Case Activity 

Sections III, IV, and V of the report include non-cash assets, including motor vehicles, firearms, and 
computers. The assets reported in Section III were obtained from the District Attorney's database. The 
database reflected no activity relative to Sections IV and V. On a test basis, we 1) traced the non-cash 
assets recorded in the database to supporting documentation such as court orders and auction sales 
reports, and 2) performed a physical inspection of the assets under the control of the District Attorney's 
Office. We found no exceptions. 

CLOSING REMARKS 

If you have any questions regarding the contents of this report, please do not hesitate to contact the 
Auditor's Office. 

Very truly, 

Attachment: FY2011 Chapter 59 Asset Forfeiture Report by Law Enforcement Agency 

Distribution: Helen Giese, Business Manager, District Attorney's Office 

Audit Team: Ron Bertel, First Assistant County Auditor 
Frank Mazza, Audit Supervisor 
Laura Weist, Supervisor, Financial Accounting 

Kim Trussell, Audit Manager 
Larry Baum, Senior Auditor 
Tim Sears, Senior Auditor 



FY 2011 
CHAPTER 59 ASSET FORFEITURE REPORT 

BYLAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY 

Tarrant County District Attorney 

Agency Name: sponsoring Tarrant County Narc·otics Unit Reporting Period: 
(local fiscal year) 10/01/2010 to 09/30/2011 

Agency Mai.ii.Jig 
Address: 

Phone Number; 

County: 

Email Add:i'$$: 

4 en w . 1folknap 

Fort Worth, TX 76196 

817~884-1694 

exampie: 

This should be a 
pennail:eni agency 
email addi:ess 

Noni: PLEASE ROUN'.O ALL DOLt.AR IiiCl'JRES TO NEAREST WBbtE DOLLAR. 

A) Bc!gi;niing.BalaU:cc: 

01/0l/ll to 12131/11, 
0~/01/10 to 08/3 l/11 etc. 

Imtnic:iio~: Jnclude tlital iuiioiln'i of 8cit.ed fundS on hand (in }'o'lir agency's p<>ssesBio.iJ.J 
at bc~iiing ofttpbrting perii:5cl. incltrde funds that may have.been forfeited out have not 
been ttansfmed fu' yo'iil: agency's forfeiture actount. Do ilot include funds that are in an 

......... :aix:o:unt lic)d by anot!ier ~!'.lll:Y~ e.g:, t!ie Disrri.ct.Attoniey'.s accO\Jn~ $ d 

B) SciillreS Dllri!ig ~1:1rtin:g Periad: 
illitj'lfc~'liili: l!'J.cfude onfy those. seimres wh.icli: ocCl)trcd during the reporting period arid 
where the sliiZure affidilvihequ:ired by Articie 59 .03 iS sworn ti> by a peace.officer emplO}'ed 
byyotir_agencr · 

i) fi.moilJlt sej7Ai and.. ~ed. in your llgelicY's. cliatody. 

~) Ambub.t $C~Bl:i~ ~ferred to the District AttOiney pending forfeiture .. 

$ 0 

s 531,964 

C) In(!ii'est &rn:e4 oil S~.Fuilds Outing Reporting Period: 
lil$fti!:ctio:ns:· Ent« littioiiilt of intereSi can1ed on funds iii. tour jlgciicy's seiz\lre iiCcOunt 
cliitfng the reporting period. Do·not inclilde interest earned if fii11ds are ·on depoilit in ail 
.~ount .th8td.~.ntit be(i>ng to yoill' ag~cy, ~g. the. l:>istrict Attorney's .accoilnt.. S 0 

E) AliiOi.io~ Tnnsferred tO Forfeiture Account: 

F) 

Form Da~ 61l 41ll 

fnstructio~: Inclllde all ainourits iii your agency's p<i8Silss.i0n forfeited during the reporting 
perleld arid trans:fetted to yoUi: focfeiturc accolin t. Do not includi: funds that are in an 
account held by another agen.c:y, e.g. the District Attoniey's account · $ O 

Enciin·g· Bal$ilce: 
liUitriidions:·Add lines A, .B{l), and C, subtract lines D and E, put total in line F. s 0 

Pogc I 



Ii. FORFEITED FUND$ 

ill; 

A) Eiegiilning Balance: 
insiructio'ns: Include totil.I amount of foffeited funds that have been forfeited to your 
agency arid ate oil haild (in your agency's aceount or in your agency's posses:sioli) at 
beginning ciftli.ereporting period includlng inttirc.!lt. Do not include funds that have been 
.forleited: but Mt yet teeeivtd by your agetlCY'. . S 6 , 4 3 5 

B) All\Qunt Forfeited to Bild Received by Reporting Agency (Including Interest) Dilring 
Report~ Pericid: 
Iiillttilctions: D<i not include amounts forfeited but not yet received bY your ag·ency;. 
j~ refers to the amount earned prior to forfeiture and distnl>uted as part of the 
judgn;ieiJ,t offor~ture. $ 3 8 9 , 0 7 9 

C) Interest Ea.med on Foneited Filnds During Reporting Period : 
lliStructfon:s·: hiclude only the amolliit of interest earned on funds ·in yoilr agency's 
forfeiture accoilitt or interest earned <in funds derived from the sille of fotfeited. property 
dUriiig the reporting perio4 DO not include interest ea.med if funds are on deposit in an S 

. ~oont that !foes. not _belong to y<illr ag~ncy, e.g. the District AtlornWi acC<>Urit. . 0 

D) Protee& Rece~Ve4 li:Y Yow Agenct Prom Sale of Forfeited Property: 
InsfructiolJJ~ incfo:<ie iundinl!S reeeived for all property sold during the reporting periOd, 
ey¢ i.f!hc ~bjectpropert'j wu forfe~. in a prior TC{l-Orting period. $ . :21 0 , 0 6 0 .. 

E} Total Expendit'Uri:& o(Fo'rfcited :func1s Durmg RepOrtiilg l'eriod: 
Th.ilfructlllin: !'tom T~ <iii Sc¢tiort VL $ 5 2 b I a 8 .o .. 

F) Ending Baiance: 
Instructions: Add lilic.!1. A tl:itOU:gh D; subtract iine a plaee totaUn liile F. 

otiiE&.:P.J'toi'ERTY 
I jislriict'iiiiu: List ih¢ riu\nbcr of items seized f'or the followllig categories .. Irie hide oiily 
th'Oie ~i~~$ 'h'.11~ a sejzuie is made by a peace officer emplpyC4 by your agcrtcy, If 
propt\t}'j~ s0:14, Tuit ufu1et ''Proceeds RC!:eiVcd by Your Ageliey Fr<im Sale ofF<iifcitOO 

.. Pt!J~ i~ Si:X\t_l<:in. ll(D) fo. the reporting year in which. the :Pr<icetds are rCc!:)v~ 

s 84, 694 

Pieue note - this slilluid lfe a nu:iiiber not a: 
cutteacy •mount. Eitampi~ 4 cat_s seicted, 3 cars 

. fort~ &Jid O c~ p'ut:l~to .u~'. .. 

SEJ.ZEb FORFEri'ED to 
AGENCY 

RETURNED TO 
DEFENDANTS I 

PU.T 1N'.W VSE 
BYAGENcY 

1) MOTOR VEH'.ICtES (m"Clilde ClitS; motorc:Ycles, 
.tractcir trp:jlet$, etc.). · 

i) REAL PROPEltiY (Count eacli parcel sciied as 
oneitcril) . 

3) COMi>O"tERS (Include computer and attached 
syiitem components; such ~printers and m0nitors, as 
one item) 

4) FIREARMS (Ihcludi: only fiitirins seized for 
forfeituteundcrCblipttr 59. Do notinc!Udeweapons 
diSposc:d under Chapter 18.) . 

5) Other PropertY, - Description: 
Electrop.1.cs 

Other PropcrtY -Dcseripticin:. . . t a·nd M'-c Scares., Jewelry, Equipmen ~~ 

Other Property-Descripiion: 

Fdnil 0... 6114111 

54 

0 

21 

39 

34 

55 

REsPONDENTS 

27 21 

b 0 0 

10 3 0 

32 1 5 

14 26 1 

44 14 1 

P"llo Z 



IV. 

A) 

B) 

D) 

E) 

v. 

. A)_ 

B) 

FORFEITE6 PROPERTY RECEivED FROM ANOTHER: AGENCY 
Instructions: &ter the total number of items tran8ferted to your agency where the 
forfeiture judgmerlt awarded ownc:rShip of the property to another agency pri6r to 
the tn!Mfe:r. 

_Mot.or_Vehicles (the number ofvehicles, not a currc11cy amount): . 

R_ea,I Prtli;>erfy (tlic number o~ separate parcels of property, not a currency ameunt): 

.. Com.pµ~ts .(tbC? number of computers, not a_ currency amount): 

. Firearms_ (the nuillber. of firearms, not a clirrency amount): 

.Oihllf (the p.liinber ofitenis, _not a cU,rrency amo\int): 

FOR!iEti:ED PROPERTY t.RANS:F'ERREJ) o:R LOANED to ANOTHER 
AGENCY 
l&t.ruttio'iii! Eriter the total number of iiems tran8ferred or l<iaried from yom
a:~ncy wliere the forl'eifuJ'e jUdgnieilt awarded ownership ot the property to your 
agetlcy prior t0 the ~¢r . 

~ Property (the l).U!nbet ofatparate pal:Cels of property-, not a CUJrency 
8.JiiQ\llit 

_C).. . ~mpu~ (ib~ nUin~er ofc¢mpu.tetS,_ not a _currency amo\int): . 
---- ····-·-·· -···· ----·····---·-- ··-·-··· ......... ~===""""--==="===='~====::::::::,""""'==:="==::-::~====-==--::::::::---=::'"":::::-::'.:"'. ~--!-'::'_-::_-_ .... _-. .-.....----.~~~ ....... -'--:-_-'--___ ~··-- .·-·· ··""·· "-·· ··---·-··· .. . 

vt 

.. I>) Ilireaiµis (th~ nillnb~t. of f:i.r~ ii11ta ~ncy amount): . 

EXP·ENIIIT'()RE$ 
Instr.µCilo~: 'lbi~ category is for Chapter 59 expendihirea SOU::C:. Y fOr law 
enfotceweti.t purposeil - not for expendltilres made putsuailt to your geiiertll 
budget. List the !Ota! am~t ~p·cnded for each of the following categories. If 
ptoceeds are· expended for a category liOt listed, state the amount and nature of 
the l:iepCnditul'.euilder_ llie Other catC:gory . 

. . A) s,.U.ARIES 

l, Iiicrea$e. of S'al81:)f, EXi>eriSe,. or. All<iWalli;l: for Employees (Salary Supplei:nents): . S 

2, .... &al;jty Bullgete4 Solely Fro111 Forfeited_ FliJids: $ 362,638 

3. . N\W:t!>"er-of En1i>lo1¢eS Paid Using Forfe!rure Fuilds: 6 

TOT AL SALARIES PAID OUT OF CHAPTER. 59 FUNDS: 

B) OVERTIME 

1. For Emplo~ Budg~ by Governing Body: 

$ 

3. . ~umbe~QfErnployees Paid \]sing Forfeit\Jre Funds: 

TOT AL OvEJi'i'IME PAID OUT OF ciIAl'TER 59 FuNDS: 

F.onn Date 6114111 

$362,63$ 

Pogo 3 



C) EQUi.PMEN'f 

I. Vehicles: $ 

2. (;oll?-Pui.erst _ _ _ $ 

3, __ f'ireatliis, ,Vests, Pe~na1 Equipment: $ 

4. Fiimit11re: $ 

s. Software: $ 

6. MallitemaJ.ce eosts: $ 

7. Unifonilii_i $ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$_ 

$-

E) l'aA.Vi!:L 

L fotal}Ji. State Travel $ 

a) _ LQdgii:i:g: $ 
,, ~ 

_ 'b}Ai~F~:. $ 

_ c) Mr:&J.$ Cir.tel~ per dieri!): . s 
d) Clit Rental: $ 

2. Total <ftrt._ofSlate _Tra~ $ 

a) Lodging: s 
h.) Air Fare: . $. 

c) Mcala (including per diem): t 
d) Car Rental: . s 

3. Fliel: $ 

4. Ptrking: ._ $ 

F-0-6114/1 i Paae·~ 



S.. 001~ (Provide Dew! oo Additiooal Sheet):. I s 
TO.TA~ TJiAV~i. :PAID ()tJT OF CHAPTER59 FiJNDS:. s 

TRAINING . .. . 

$ 

2. Material.a (Book$. C:OS, VidCIJS; et.c.): $ 

3. . Oilier (Provide J:>.etail oo Additional Sheet): s 

.s 

s 

J. 
3 .. J:.ab.~: s 

11) TOT AL PltEVENTlON/T.REATMENT PROGRAMS/FINANCIAL 
ASSISt~qi: ~,:-· .:;,.·. _ . . 

tot Ai.. PREVENTIONJTREA tl'dENT PROG:kAMSIFINANCIAL S 
. __ ASS'iSTANql_(iiilrililtat to-~ei 59.~ {b), (I),(}),(•), (o)): . 

i) . FACitITY costs . ·• . ~. . .. . 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

S. tJtiiiiies: $ 

6. Othi:r. (Provide Detail on Additiooal Sheet): $ 

$ 

i. Filing Feos: I: 
Forni O.~ 61'1~111 Pago S 



K) 

L) 

4. WitneS& Fells: 

5. Audit Costs and Fees: 

6. ()lhl'f (Provide Deta\I on Additional Sheet): . 

TOTAL M1SctLLANJtous FEES PAID OVT OF CHAPTER 59 FUNDS: . . . . 

TOTAL PAID TO COOPERATING AGENCT(iES) PURSUANT TO 
.. LOCAL AGREEMENT: 

TOT AL OTB'.E:R. PAID our OF CHAPTER 59 Fvl'IDS (provide detailed 
.. delc~pdoils on additional lheet(i) and a~ch to thluepoi1): 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

s 

$ 158,242 

$ 

I . $520,880 

NOTE: if you are governed by a Compdasioners Court or a City Council, BOTH CERTIFiCATIONS MlJST BE 
CO:M:Pt.E'i'ED. Q.the,wlte, plellle-com]Jlete the Agency Head Certification. 

CERTi'F1CATION 

r s'Weat 6r affirm that the Comµtissio~rs Court or City Council has conducted the audit required by Article 59 .06 of the 
Code of Criminal l'roqedure; unless after ·due ·inquiry, it has been detcnilined tha:t no accoU:ntS, funds or other property 
pursuant to Chapter 59 of,ht Code. ~fcri:ailii~i Procedure are being held ot have been uaiisa~ted in the relevaut flsii~ 
year· by ·the a:gcilcy for whfoh this tel>ort is b·eing compieted, and that i.rpon diligent inspection of all relennt documents 
an'li supporting mateti•is, I belie'v!) that this asset forfeifure report is true il'nd correct and contains aii of the fequit~d 
information. · · 

COUNTY JUDGE, MAYOR or CITY 
MANAGER 
(Printt:d Name): 

SIGNATURE: 

DATE: 

. B. <'.Hen Whitley 

I swear or affirm, irnder penalty of petJury, that I have accounted for the seizure, forfeiture, receipt, and sp·ecific 
expenditure Of all proceeds and property subject to Chapter 59 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, a.nd that upon diligent 
inspection of all relevant documents ali-4 supporting materials, this asset forfeiture report is true and correct and contains 
ail information required by AJ.'ticle .~9.06 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. I further swear or affirm that all 
expenditures reported herein were lawful arid· proper, a:nd made in accordance with Texas law. 

AGENCY HEAD (Prillted Name): 

SIGNATURE: 



DATE: 

RETURN COMPL:ETED FORM TO: Office of the Attorney General 
Criminal Prosecutions Division 
P.O. Box 12548 
Austin, TX 78711-2548 
Attil: Kent Ri¢hardson 
(512)936-1348 
kent.richardson.@oag.state.tx.us 

WE CANNOT ACCEPT FAXED OR EMAILED COPIES. PLEASE MAIL 
THE SICJNED, ORIGINAL DOCUMENT TO OUR OFFICE AT THE 
ADDRESS ABOVE. 

Form Daie 6114111 Pap 7 
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