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FRENCHMAN' S HELL 

The Harker Committe recommends that the last two paragraphs be 

omitted from the narrative. 

1. The building of the subway has no relevance to the topic . The 

subsurface water encountered in building the subway was not 

proven to have been the Rource of the Frenchman ' s Well . 

2 . The last par agraph is mesleading , as ~ix Flags Chapter , DAR . 

pa·d for t~e Harker . 

Jenkins Garrett 

Drusilla Sheldon 

Evelyn Cushman, Chairaan 



TA R AT COUTY HISTO RICAL CO M1 ISSIO 

Historical la rker & esearach Co mmittee 

January 24 , 19 88 

As members of TCHC we ha ve critique d th e attached 

narrative and documation . 

1e therefore reco mm end that the application for a 

Uistoric 1 Mar er for : 

Site of Frenchman ' s Well 

be approved . 

Jenkins Garrett 

Drusilla Sheldon 

1 / 

hf--A~- ·~ 
EvelD. Cus ma n 

Chairman 



Evelyn Cu shman 
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TELEPHONE MEMO 

TARRANT CO UNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

DATE : 6V 1J&~ I C/' f f 

CALL~ _ TO: Q~ ~r.J,(}u~ 
PHONE NUMBER: 

TOPIC: 

Dee Barker 

- p ~1 ~ M, i,/4 IJ ~ ti)~ 11 +Q,crJ 
,Rift d ai}' ~ d /fl c0 

(ltf 4 r0~ 



Evely n Cushman 

Ti:::i...E ?rtOJ.;i.., l .. 'i., l . , . ·--· .... 
l COUNTY HISTORIC AL- c m :ViISS ION TARRAN m 

DATE : / - / ( _ <g c~ 

CALL -FROM- _ TO : _ (/_ ) __ ___::_5_:c..:__ _ _:::, M~(, ~ --
\. 

PHONE NUMBER: 

TOPIC: :;-. 
I 



SITE OF FRENCMAN 'S WELL 

Researched By 

Ruby Schmidt, 11ember 
Tarrant County Historical Commission 

4812 Horris 
Fort Worth , Texas 76103 

In the 1850s a unique cone-shaped stone structure was built to cover a 

hand-dug water well adjacent to t he site of old Camp Worth, now Fort Worth , 

Texas. Serving as one of the first wells for the community , Frenchman ' s Well, 

with its unusual cover, became a recognized local l andr.,ark . 

The na1~e of the builder of Frenchman 's Well , and its year of construction, 

are unclear. The earliest first- hand accounts concerning the well ar e provided 

by two Fort Horth citizens who were small children in the 1850s. Charles 

Ellis Mitchell, who arrived in For t Worth on May 16, 1856 as a small child 

reported the following : 

• . • we lived first in a log cabin under a big live oak tree 
on a spot later covered by the Criminal Courts Building (200 
E. Belknap ) . It was said that the cabin had been used by the 
soldiers before t hey left . Just a few yards away frora us 
stood t he flag pole used by them .• . • 

People talk about the Frenchr:1an ' s Well being dug by the 
soldiers . Well , I know which well was dug by the soldiers 
because it was still open and in use when we came here . 
Many 's t he t ime I looked into it , I suppose because I was 
warned not to do so, as I r:ri. ght fall in . But you know how a 
boy will do, and I was only six years old when we came . 

The well dug by the soldiers was about 90 feet and was 
located right in the middle of Houston Street right between 
the west door of the Court House and Everybody's Store. The 
Frenchman 's Well was really dug by a Fr enchman, I knew him 
personally and while I don ' t r emember seeing him dig the well 
I remember when he came here and did see hi□ building his 
house which was about 50 feet away from the well. 

There was a French colony just t his side of Dallas and when 
the treasurer stol e all the money and ran away , the colony 
broke up and three families came here . One far.iily was named 
Loucks. Barbier was the name of the man who dug the well. 1 



Another individual with.childhood memories of Frenchman ' s Well was 

Howar d W. Peak, who was born in Fort Worth shortly after civilians arrived 

at the military post. On September 23 , 1932 , in response to an inquiry about 

the well by a local chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution , 

Peak wrote : 

The well of which you speak was erected by a Mr. Barbee (sic) 
about the year 1857. He was a Frenchman, and migrated to Texas 
with the 11French Colony" who settled old French town about five 
miles west of the city of Dallas . Mr . Barbee was a stone mason , 
and erected a school building about where Taylor Str eet butts 
into Belknap . 

He also built a home just in front of this well. I recall having 
drunk from this well when but a child. Also recall that it was 
a perfect piece of masonry, constructed of stone and concrete , 
and the covering stood some five or six feet above the ground , 
and was rounded off in the shape of a bee hive, 

The soldiers of the Fort had ~eft some four years previous to 
the construction of the well. 

Using Howard W. Peak 's first-hand information, a local DAR chapter 

installed a sign on the base of the well, inscribed , "FRENCHHAN'S WELL , 1857, 

t~r ked Dy Six Flags Chapter D. A. R. 113 A news article reporting on the i nstall

ation of the sign on the 75 year old well included the following description: 

The well itself has been filled with earth long since , perhaps 
to keep curious children from falling into the shaft. But the 
hive-shaped masonry cover--like a cathedral crypt--stands 10 feet 
high, a monument to a man whose surnar:ie alone survives. 

Old-timers recall hearing that a stone mason named Barbee migrated 
to Texas with the French colony that settled at old French Town, 
five miles west of Dallas . Barbee moved farther westward , built 
a stone schoolhouse on Taylor , near Belknap Street , and then he 
erected a stone house fo r himself and family . 

Probably he already had dug the well, but he at last , at the height 
of his craftsmanship, constructed the hive-shaped cover with a stout 
beam at its apex. The beam, though worm-eaten, still supports the 
rusty pulley ... . Flowers have been set out at the Wfll ' s base, and 
Mexican children near by have promised to tend the□ . 
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Records of t he shor t - lived La Reunion Fr ench Colony i n Dallas County, which 

was established in 1855 , indicate that a French native named Alexandre Bar bier , 

his wife , and two sons named Alexes and Francois, were members of the colony . 

After La Reunion ' s demise Alexandre Barbier remained in Dallas County and served 

for a time as a City Marshall for the City of Dallas , then retired to Mineral 

5 Wells, Texas. There is a pos sibility t hat Frenchman ' s Well may have been 

constructed by one of his sons ..•. 

Numerous newspaper ar ticles have chronicled the history of and fate of 

Frenchman ' s \foll. In 1915 a Fort Worth Star- Telegr&m reporter lamented, "It 

seems one of the odd situations of Fate that even the first settlers can te l l 

nothing of the origin of the last vestige of the ' fort' around which the city 

was built-- a picturesque old stone well in the yard of an untenanted little 

house at 212 North Taylor Street." The well was described as having been 

built of "heavy stone blocks and taper s to an arched top . The walls are nearly 

three feet thick and there is no doubt in the minds of construction engineers 

that it will stand another sixty years or more if unmolested . 6 

Built of sturdy limestone and concrete , the t en foot high bee- hive shaped 

cone obviously gave some protection to the well . The worm- eaten oak beam 

supporting a rusty pulley was still there when the structure was demolished. 

In early years a shelf niche inside the arch had held a water bucket . Openings 

on the north and south gave easy access to persons drawing water , while the dome 

gave a degree of protection from the element s . 7 

Subsequent articles Mrvelled at the well's construction and lamented the 

deterioration of the well's surroundings . In 1936 , in observance of the Texas 

Centennial , there were proposals to restore Frenchman ' s Well and construct a 

8 replica of the old fort nearby , but funds were unavailable and the plans were 

abandoned . Unfortunately the structure was smashed by a garbage truck in the 
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early 1948s, its rocks becoming mingled with a mnsonry pile but nevertheless 

distinguisable from the bricks and mortar. 9 

Many still-living citizens state that the well was still at its original 

site as late as 1948 . At that time it occupied a spot in an alley on the east 

side of the 200 block of North Taylor Street. This location is now occupied by 

the ci ty-county jail co□plex . 

The newly formed Tarrant County Historical Society, planning to mark 

hist orical sites in observance of Fort Worth's centennial in 1949 , initiated 

10 a project to reloca te and recons truct t he do~e <l s tructure . 

Upon approval by the Tarrant County Commissioners Court, the limestone 

structure was rebuilt on the west side of the courthouse square . Department 

store o,mers Marvin and Obie Leonard , who then owned t he property upon which 

the well had originally been located, volunteered to for the project. 11 pay 

In the late 1950s the space on the west side of the Tarrant County 

courthouse square was allocated for the construction of the county's present 

Civi l Courts Building ; consequently the well was again demolished . Its 

materials were eventually moved to the rear garden of the Elton lfyder home at 

4910 Crestline , Fort Worth . Martha Rowan Hyder commissioned a mason to create 

a modified smaller replica of the original well. 12 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. 
Charles Ellis la tchell memoir s , n. d . , published in Fort \lorth News
Tribune, J an . 16 , 1976 , p. 12, " lie Played in t he Ol d Army Fort". 

2. 
Typed letter , Howar d W. Peak to Martha Darne ll, Chapter Cha irr.ian , D. A. R. , 
September 23, 1932 . 

3 . 
Xerox copy of photograph of Frenchman's \·Jell with DAR s i gn , 
Appendix A. 

4 . 
"?le,-, Signs . Point Way Now To Frenchman ' s Hell Here . " Fort Worth St ar
Telegr am , April? , 1933. 

5 . 
George Santerre , White Cliffs of Dallas: The Story of La Reunion , the 
Old French Colony , privately published (1955) , p. 96 . 

6. 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, June 16 , 1915(?) . Appendix B. 

7. 
Persona l observation of Fr enchman ' s Well by r esearcher , ~~s . W. Al bert 
Sch□idt , both at its original site and when it was reassembled on the 
courthouse square . 

8 . 
" ' Fr enchman ' s \}ell', Now Abandoned, tlay Be llade Into a Beautiful Par k" , 
undated newspaper article (ca. 1936 ) . 

9. 
"Imprints of Frontier Adventure fro□ \·.'hich City Gr ew Being Lost" , 
For t Worth Star- Telegram , June 6 , 1948 . 

10 . 
Ibid. 

11. 
"Old Fr enchman ' s Well To Occupy New Place", Fort Worth St a r-Telegr am , 
July 17, 1948. 

12 . 
See Smit h-Burnett House file, Tarrant County llistorical Commission . 
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FRENCHMAN'S WELL marker 

Please inscribe on rear: 

SPONSORED BY SIX FLAGS CHAPTER, DAUGHTERS OF AMERICAN REVOLUTION 



APPLICA'l 10~ FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL 

Texas Historical Commission 
State Marker Program 

P.O. Box J 2276, Austin, Texas 78711 

Title of Marker 

► 
County 

(~ubject to revision by SITE OF FRENCHMAN'S WELL TARRENT 
THC staff) ► 
Marker Location 
(street address and town. 

► 212 North Taylor (on west wall of Jail Building) 
or srecific directions from 
nearest town on state highway map) 

Di~tance and direction If not on post_. type of ► Masonary wall 
of ~ubject ► At approximate site surface to which marker 
from marker site will be attached (wood. stone. etc.) 

, 

Owner of Address City. Zip 

► Marker Site Tarrant County 100 Weatherford St. Ft. Worth 76196 I 

Sponsor of ► Address City. Zip 
Marker Six Flags Chapter DAR 

Mrs. Edwin Easley, 6551 Calmont, Ft. Worth, 76116 phone 817 732 0388 

Signature of 

►cD~ ~ 
Address City. Zip 

County Chairman 

Dee Barker 2200 oak Knoll Drive, Colleyville, 76034 

Per on 10 whom marker Addre~s City. Zip Telephone 
i~ to be shipped• Purchasing Department phone 817 334 1146 (required) 

► 
Tarrant County Courthouse 100 Weatherford St. Ft. Worth 76196 

• If marker is 10 be placed on highway right-of .. :ay. it will be shipfNd 10 your district highK·ar mgineer. 
Please consuh the back of this page for specifications of the markers available. Check the items desired below. Approval of the application and · 
narrative must be obtained from the county historical commission. as indicated by the county chairman·s signature on this form. before 
for\.\arding the material to the Texas Historical Commission. Please do not send payment if ordering subject or building markers: funds will be 
rrqur~ted once the application has been approved by the State Marker Committee. Sales tax must be added to the price , except if purchased by a 
ta .,-e;,.empl organi1.ation. Applican1s may order a marker with a socket 10 attach 10 their own post; however. the cost is the same as a marker 
furni~hed with a foundry post. 

SUBJECT MARKERS DIRECTIONAL SIGNS 
D it,·· '.\ 1r gra,·e marker (comes with mounting bar) ... . . .••.•.•. S225 
D 27" '.\ 4r subject marker with post ... ....•.. . . ... . . . . • . . . . . • S6~ 
D 27" '.\ 42"' subject marker without post . • . • . •.. . . . . . . .. • ....... S600 
D IX", 211· subject marker with po!,t .•.. • •.•... .. . . . ... .... . .• $375 
Ji{...11<- x 21!" subject marker without post .............. ... ...... . S300 

D l(Wc) request that RTHL designation be considered for this marker. 
(Please sec signature line below) 

BUILDING MARKERS 
D I(," " 1r building marker with post .. . . ..•.. ...• . .. .• .• . • .•• S3~ 
□ It," x 1r building marker without post. .. . ............ .. ..... 5300 

Appl ic · mati_s:irlly be p,nsicjeml !¢the 
1n . x . ark.P('l>oliclcs 1)-flirough 
I • a rung bel'ow. 

_ J" x 4" plastic paperweight 

glish, County Judge 
RWEIGHTS 

mounted with replica of marker •.. . ..• . . . . . . .. .... ... • .. . . ....• S90 
A/Im,· ,,.-o mnnth.{/rom romplr1« ,1. •l marker 

fur rrcripl ofpapen,·ri,:_h! 

Medallion paperweight . ...... . ... . . .... . . . .. .... . .... ... . S40 
Allo11·1four /inn of rngraving: plrosr i11dirn1,- dr.,irrd M-ordin,:. 

Please indicate quantity desired and l!ivc location/s) on form above: 

24" x 24" Historical Markers In Cit) ~ign .. •. •.. ...• .. ... . .. . ... . S80 
Thesr 1<-i/11w shipprd 1/J and p/arrd on your 10..-n :i c-ity 

limiu -'iKru b_r thl' Di.uric/ Hi,:h1<·a_r £nginttr. 

_ Black and White (for farm-to-market roads. state and U.S. highway~) 
_ Green and White (for in1erstate highways) 

IK" x 2r Historical Marker directional sign ........ . . ...... ... . . . Sl!O 
In Mork and ,. -1,;,, ""~•·· For ri1y and county rood\. 

App/iran1 muff supp/_1· po.u and hr rrJponsiblr for plarrmrm. 
_ With arrow poin1ing straight ahead 
-,- With arrow pointing left 
_ With arrow rointing right 

OTHER 
D National Register plaque ..........•... • ............ .. •.... S ~ 
D 12" x 6. supplemental plate ...... . ......................... SIIO 
□ 16" x 12" building marker plate only 

/,ee policy II I 5) . .. . . .. . . .. .... ........ •. . . .•• •.. . .. . .. . . . S 190 
Cl Replaa:ment medallion (!o.CC policy #15) .... • ...•.•. .. •. . ..... SI 10 
□ Bron,e stars (for replacement on 19)6 

gra ni1c markers) •.• . .... . .. ...... . ..• . . . . . . . .•. ..... ... . . S 25 
D Ar0n,c wreath~ (for replacement on 

1936 granite markers) ..... ........ ... ........ . .. ... ....... S 25 
0 k --.,ntc !,CBI, (for reph,ccmcnt on 

19.lt, gn,nitc markers) .. . ... . ... . ............... ...... . .... S 65 
D HHmJc plalCli (for n:ph1cemcn1 on 

1936 granilc marker..) . .. . . .. ....•..... . . ..... . . . . . . . . . .. . . SIK5 
□ Ccr1ilicatCli of commcnd1111ion ..• . ...... . . .• . •. ...... . . . SOc: each 191!7 



SITE OF FRENCHMAN'S WELL 

Researched By 

Ruby Schmidt, Member 
Tarrant County Historical Commission 

4812 Morris 
Fort Worth, Texas 76103 

In the 1850s a unique cone-shaped stone structure was built to cover a 

hand-dug water well adjacent to the site of the former military Fort Worth, 

now in the heart of the city of Fort Worth , Texas. Serving as one of the 

first wells for the community, Frenchman's Well, with its unusual cover, 

became a recognized local landmark. 

The name of the builder of Frenchman's Well , and its year of construction 

are unclear. The earliest first-hand accounts concerning the well was 

provided by two Fort Worth citizens who were small children in the 1850s. 

Charles Ellis Mitchell, who arrived in Fort Worth on May 16, 1856 as a 

small child wrote in his memoirs: 

.•• we lived first in a log cabin under a big live oak tree 
on a spot later covered by the Criminal Courts Building. 
It was said that the cabin had been used by the soldiers 
before they left. Just a few yards away from us stood 
the flag pole used by them ••• 

People talk about the Frenchman's Well being dug by the 
soldiers. Well, I know which well was dug by the soldiers 
because it was still open and in use when we came here. 
Many's the time I looked into it, I suppose because I was 
warned not to do so , as I might fall in. But you know how a 
boy will do , and I was only six years old when we came . 

The well dug by the soldiers was about 90 feet and was 
located right in the middle of Houston Street right between 
the west door of the Court House and Everybody's Store. The 
Frenchman's Well was really dug by a Frenchman. I knew him 
personally and while I don't remember seeing him dig the well 
I remember when he came here and did see him building his 
house which was about 50 feet away from the well. 

There was a French colony just this side of Dallas and when 
the treasurer stole all the money and ran away, the colony 
broke up and three families came here. One family was named 
Loucks. Barbier was the name of the man who dug the well. 1 



Anot her individual with childhood memories of Frenchman ' s Well was 

Howard W. Peak, who was born in Fort Worth shortly after civilians arrived 

at the military post. On September 23 , 1932 , in r esponse to an inquiry about 

the well by a local chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution , 

Peak wrote: 

The well of which you speak was erected by a Mr . Barbee (sic) 
about the year 1857. He was a Frenchman , and migrated to Texas 
with the "French Colony" who settled old French town about five 
miles west of the city of Dallas. Mr. Barbee was a stone mason, 
and erected a school building about where Taylor Street butts 
into Belknap. 

He also built a home just in front of this well . I recall having 
drunk from this well when but a child. Also recall that it was 
a perfect piece of masonry, constructed of stone and concrete, 
and the covering stood some five or six feet above the ground, 
and was rounded off in the shape of a bee hive. 

The soldiers of the fort had 2eft some four years previous to 
the construction of the well. 

Using Howard W. Peak's first-hand information, a local DAR chapter 

installed a sign on the base of the well's cover inscribed: "FRENCHMAN ' S 

WELL, 1857, Marked by Six Flags Chapter, D.A.R. 113 A news article reporting 

on the 1933 installation of the sign on the then 75 year old well included 

the following description: 

The well itself has been filled with earth long since, perhaps 
to keep curious children from fal l ing into the shaft. But the 
hive-shaped masonry cover--like a cathedral crypt--stands 10 feet 
high, a monument to a man whose surname alone survives . 

Old- timers recall hearing that a stone mason named Barbee migrat ed 
to Texas with the French colony that settled at old French Town, 
five mi les west of Dallas . Barbee moved farther westward, built 
a stone schoolhouse on Taylor , near Belknap Street, and then he 
erected a stone house for himself and family. 

Probably he already had dug the well, but he at last, at the height 
of his craftsmanship, constructed the hive-shaped cover with a stout 
beam at its apex. The beam, though worm-eaten, still supports the 
rusty pulley .••• Flowers have been set out at the ~ell's base , and 
Mexican children nearby have promised to tend them. 

-2-



Records of the short-lived La Reunion French Colony in Dallas County, which 

was established in 1855, indicate that a French native named Alexandre Bartbier, 

his wife, and two sons named Alexes and Francois, were members of the colony. 

After La Reunion's demise Alexandre Barbier remained in Dallas County and served 

for a time as a Marshall for the City of Dallas, then retired to Mineral 

Wells, Texas. 5 There is a possibility that Frenchman's Well may have been 

constructed by one of his sons . . • 

Numerous newspaper articles have chronicled the history of and fate of 

Frenchman's Well. In 1915 a Fort Worth Star-Telegram reporter described it as 

" ••• a picturesque old stone well in the yard of an untenanted little house at 

2i2 North Taylor Street." He also wrote: "The old well is of heavy stone blocks 

and tapers to an arched top. The walls are nearly three feet thick and there is 

no doubt in the minds of construction engineers that it will stand another sixty 

years or more if unmolested. 116 

Built of sturdy limestone and concrete, the bee-hive shaped cone obviously 

gave some protection to the well . The worm-eaten oak beam supporting a rusty 

pully was still there when the structure was demolished. In early years a shelf 

niche inside the arch had held a water bucket . Openings on the north and south 

gave easy access to persons drawing water, while the dome gave a degree of 

protection from the elements. 7 

Subsequent articles marvelled at the well's construction and lamented the 

deterioration of the well's surroundings . In 1936, in observance of the Texas 

Centennial, there were proposals to restore Frenchman's Well and construct a 

replica of the old fort nearby , 8 but funds were unavailable and the plans were 

abandoned . Unfortunately the structure was smashed by a garbage truck in the 

mid 1940s, its rocks becoming mingled with a masonry pile but nevertheless 

distinguisable from the bricks and mortar . 9 

- 3-



The newly formed Tarrant County Historical Society, planning to mark 

historical sites in observance of Fort Worth's centennial in 1949, initiated 
. 10 

a project to relocate and reconstruct the domed structure. The limestone 

structure was rebuilt on the west side of the courthouse square . Department 

store owners Marvin and Obie Leonard, who then owned the property upon which 

th 11 h d . . 11 be 1 d 1 d f h · ll ewe a or1g1na y en ocate, vo unteere to pay or t e proJect. 

The original location of Frenchman's Well is now occupied by the city-county 

jail complex . 

In the late 1950s the space on the west side of the Tarrant County 

courthouse square was allocated for the construction of the county's present 

Civil Courts Building; consequently the well was again dismantled. Its 

materials were eventually moved to the rear garden of the Elton Hyder home at 

4910 Crestline, Fort Worth. Martha Rowan Hyder commissioned a mason to create 

a modified smaller replica of the original well . 12 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. 
Charles Ellis Mitchell memoi rs, n.d ., published in Fort Worth News
Tribune, Jan. 16, 1976, p. 12, "He Played in the Old Army Fort". 

2. 
Typed letter, Howard W. Peak to Martha Darnell, Chapter Chairman, D. A.R., 
September 23, 1932. 

3. 
Xerox copy of photograph of Frenchman ' s Well with D.A.R. sign, 
Appendix A. 

4 . 
"New Signs Point Way Now To Frenchman ' s Well Here." Fort Worth Star
Telegram, April?, 1933. 

5. 
George Santerre , White Cliffs of Dallas: The Story of La Reunion, the 
Old French Colony, privately published (1955), p. 96. 

6. 
Fort Worth Star Telegram, June 16, 1915(?). 

7 . 
Personal observation of Frenchman's Well by researcher, Mrs. W. Albert 
Schmidt , both at its original site and when it was reassembled on the 
courthouse square. 

8 . 
"'Frenchman's Well', Now Abandoned , May Be Made Into a Beautiful Park", 
undated newspaper article (ca. 1936). 

9. 
"Imprints of Frontier Adventure from Which City Grew Being Lost" , 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, June 6, 1948. 

10 . 
Ibid. 

11. 
"Old Frenchman ' s Well To Occupy New Place", Fort Worth Star- Telegram, 
July 1 7 , 1948. 

12. 
See Smith-Burnett House file , Tarrant County Historical Commission. 
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Texas Historical Camli.ssion Staff (CJB), 12/20/88 

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker without post, for attachment 
to masonry 

Tarrant County (Job #20888) 
wcation: 212 North Taylor, Fort Worth 

SITE OF*** 
FRENCHMAN'S WELL* 

CDNSTRUC'I'ID IN 'rnE 1850s,A 

<XM-1UNITY WATER SUPPLY AT THIS 

SITE WAS CALLED FRENCHMAN'S 

WELL.IT IS BELIEVED 'ID HAVE BEEN 

BUILT BY A FORMER MEMBER OF 

THE LA REUNIOO COI.ONY IN DALLAS 

COUNTY•THE WELL FFA'IURID A 

LARGE S'roNE AND CONCRRI'E COVER 

IN A BEEHIVE CONFIGURATION.A SHELF 

NICHE INSIDE THE CONE-SHAPED IX)ME 

HEID A WATER BUCKm',AND OPENIN3S 

ON THE NORI'H AND SOUTH SIDES 

GAVE ACCESS 'ID THE WELL.THE 

WELL'S COVER WAS REU>CATED 'ID 

THE WEST SIDE OF THE COURTHOUSE 

SQUARE IN 1949,AND IN THE LATE 

1950s WAS DISMANTLED AGAIN AND 

l-OVED 'ID A PRIVATE RESIDENCE•** 

*3/4 inch lettering 
**1/2 inch lettering 
***1/4 inch lettering 

(1988) *** 



TARRANT COUNTY 

I approve the inscription for SITE OF FRENCHMAN'S WELL 

as sent to me on 1/30/89 

----- ---------------------- signature 

------------------------- organization 

date 

Have you checked with other parties involved to make sure all the necessary cards 
are mailed in? 



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 



CURT IS T UNNEU . 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

T E X A S H ISTOR ICA L COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 

January 30, 1989 

FEB O 9 1989 

Dee Barker, Chair 
Tarrant County Historical camri.ssion 
P. O. Box 794 
Colleyvill e , TX 76034 

RE: SITE OF FRENCHMAN Is WELL 
18" x 28" subject marker without post 

Dear Dee: 

I received your letter concerning this marker the morning after I had sent 
the letter and revision on January 26 to Mrs. Schmidt. So, pl ease 
disregard that revision in favor of this latest one . 

You will note that I have made some changes as suggested by you, Mrs. 
Schmidt, and Mrs. Searcy, but not all. The reference to Dallas County will 
remain, since the general public reading the marker, especiall y tourists, 
wil l not know where the I.a Reunion Colony was. It will give the subject 
some historic context, as well as hopeful ly encourage peopl e to i nvestigate 
further the French settlerrent in the area. 

We will not be able to incl ude any reference to the 1932 DAR marker in the 
text of this marker. That information, however, may be incised along the 
base of the marker at an extra cost of $.75 per character. There is a 60-
space limit, and if the DAR chapter will let us know how they want the 
incising to read, we wil l let them know the cost. It could be something 
like, "SITE PREVIOUSLY MARKED BY A DAR PIAQUE PIACED IN 1932". 

I hope the inscription as now revised meets with your approval. I will 
send a copy of this letter a l ong with the inscription and new approval 
cards to Mrs. Searcy and Mrs. Schmidt. If you have any further questions, 
pl ease let me know. 

s~~ {f ~ 
Cynthia J . Beeman 
Historian 
State Marker Program 

Enc. 

(512)463-6100 



Texas Historical Camri.ssion Staff (CJB), 12/20/88, revised 1/26/89, 1/30/89 

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker without post, for attachment 
to masonry 

Tarrant County (Job #20888) 
location: 212 North Taylor, Fort Worth 

SITE OF*** 
FRENCHMAN ' S WELL* 

CONSTRUCTED IN THE 1850s,A 

COMMUNITY WATER SUPPLY NEAR 

THIS SITE WAS CALLED FRENCHMAN'S 

WELL.IT IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN 

BUILT BY A FORMER MEMBER OF 

THE I.A REUNION COLONY IN DALLAS 

COUNTY. THE WELL FFATURED A 

LARGE LIMESTONE COVER IN A 

BEEHIVE DESIGN.A NICHE INSIDE THE 

CONE-SHAPED IX»1E HEID A WATER 

BUCKEI' ,AND OPENINGS ON THE NORI'H 

AND SOUTH SIDES GAVE AC'CESS TO 

THE WELL.THE WELL'S COVER WAS 

RE.LCCATED TO THE WEST SIDE OF 

THE COURTHOUSE SQUARE IN 1949, 

AND IN THE I.ATE 1950s WAS 

DISMANI'LED AGAIN TO MAKE WAY 

FOR NEW BUIIDING CONSTRUCTION.** 

*3/4 inch lette ring 
**l/2 inch lettering 
***1/4 inch lettering 

(1988)*** 



TARRANT COUNTY 

I approve the inscription for SITE OF FRENCHMAN'S WELL 

as sent to me on 1/26/89 

--------------------------- signature 

------------------------- organization 

date 

Have you checked with other parties involved to make sure all the necessary cards 
are mailed in? 



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN. TEXAS 78711 

January 26, 1989 

FEB O 9 1989 

RE: SITE OF FRENCHMAN'S WELL 
18" x 28" subject marker without post 

Dear Mrs. Schmidt: 

'Ihank you for your recent letter concerning the proposed inscription for 
the "Site of Frenchman's Well" historical marker. 

Although I was not sure from your letter exactly what in the text you 
wanted to change, it seems that you are most concerned about the reference 
to the well's location. With that in mind, I have changed "at this site" 
to ''near this site". Does that make the inscription more accurate? We do, 
of course, want the marker to be historically correct, and we appreciate 
your taking the tine to make the correction. 

If the text as now written meets with your approval, please sign and return 
the enclosed card. If you want to make additional correcti ons, please do 
so on the enclosed copy of the inscription and return it to me. '!hank you. 

Sincerely, 

~~4-~ 
Cynthia J. Beeman 
Historian 
State Marker Program 

Enc. 

cc: ~ Barker 
Mrs. F.dwin Pasley 

(SJ 2)463-6100 



Texas Historical Ccmnission Staff (CJB), 12/20/88, revised 1/26/89 

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker without post, for attachment 
to masonry 

Tarrant County (Job #20888) 
Location: 212 North Taylor, Fort Worth 

SITE OF*** 
FRENCHMAN'S WELL* 

CONSTRUCTED IN THE 1850s,A 

CCM1UNITY WATER SUPPLY NF.AR 

THIS SITE WAS CALLED FRENCHMAN'S 

WELL. IT IS BELIEVED 'ID HAVE BEEN 

BUILT BY A FORMER MEMBER OF 

THE IA REUNION COIDNY IN DALIAS 

COUNI'Y•THE WELL FFATURED A 

LARGE S'IDNE AND CONCRETE COVER 

IN A BEEHIVE CONFIGURATION•A SHELF 

NICHE INSIDE THE CONE-SHAPED r::a-1E 

HEW A WATER BUCKET,AND OPENI~S 

ON THE NORTH AND SOUTH SIDES 

GAVE ACCESS 'ID THE WELL•THE 

WELL'S <XNER WAS REUX::ATED 'ID 

THE WFST SIDE OF THE COURTHOUSE 

SQUARE IN 1949,AND IN THE IATE 

1950s WAS DISMANTLED AGAIN AND 

t-OVED 'ID A PRIVATE RFSIDENCE•** 

*3/4 inch lettering 
**l/2 inch lettering 
***l/4 inch lettering 

(1988)*** 



Dear Cynthia, 
Little did anyone realize that so much time would lapse 

before the Frenchman ' s marker would be finalized. The 
project seemed appropriate as our Sesquicentennial project 
for Six Flags Chapter NSDAR since it is a matter of history 
that they first marked it fifty seven years ago a short time 
after having marked the grave of ~ evolutionary veteran, 
Thomas Hogg, forebear of our Texas governor . 

No doubt some of the delay has been due to a breakdown 
in communication about our wish for the LOCATION to be 
marked, not the history after the stones were removed to 
ther areas. We included that information just as part of 
the necessary material of documentation . 

Duane Gage received this material and check several 
years ago. He wanted to pol ish the narrative and add 
information he obtained from NE TCJC, which had our 
approval. Unfortunately, this was delayed for a very long 
time due to his press of responsibilities . Other 
information was gathered after the application was in your 
hands . This was not sent since it was feared it might 
possibly delay the process. Now, it seems apparent tha t 
this was a mistake since the proposed inscript i on does not 
state the facts as we had hoped. If our mistake, please 
accept our apologies. But we must insist on some changes. 

One of the problems seems to be whether or not the well 
was on the fort property, due to the rough 1853 map showing 
~ sutler's building. The error may be there . It may be 
in the early pioneers ' memories. However, it can be stated, 
without any hesitation, the well location was set in quite a 
way from the corner of Belknap and Taylor, slight ly south of 
Bluff St. had it been in existence. This is not hearsay, 
but my personal observation as well as many others. It was 
to retain memory of location that Six Flags first made the 
marker so many years ago; this is a part of its history ... 
and needs to be so stated . After all, our history was just 
then becoming significant to us ! 

Now, the next problem lies on the exact location of the 
fort which is laid out according to the compass, not as Fort 
Worth's streets are laid out in that area. 

Miss Frances Allen, member of TCHS and descendant of 
early Fort Worth families, has spent a lot of time 
attempting to clarify this endless problem by locating some 
old deeds which help somewhat. 

I found within the city records the old 1873-1884 City 
Ordinance Book (certainly an acceptable record) additional 
information as to the fort ' s location. The 1885 Sanborn 
maps of Fort Worth give an additional understanding. 

The article about Sam Woody is pertinent due to his 
having been around the fort at the time mentioned, not at 
the later date of Howard Peak . Sam Woody was involved in 



many facets of Fort Worth history, having given a lift into 
Fort Worth to John Peter Smith when he arrived in Fort 
Worth in December 1853, establishing the first school in the 
abandoned fort hospital a few days later, to influencing the 
vote for Fort Worth to become the county seat. 

The Gambrell and Jarvis perspective are to gain an 
insight of just how westward the fort was ... since the 
Criminal Court building (which now has i t s own h istorical 
marker) is on that location. 

I realize everyone's 
inscription can indicate 
well for future generations 
it lost to history. 

l)..Q..e__ /V\A' 5 1 '5 a_ 

{ l7fL) ~ 1:- lf j · s c.. \ \ ~'v\.A· d1- s u.--t±--Vt 
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dilemma but hope that an 
the approximate location of the 
since its obli ter a t ion has made 

Sincerely, 

MRS. V1 • A. SCH '.•! -~.T 
,:-:.s12 ~:.c:·- ~-::, ."- •1~:i'~:..r:: 

FOF:T \" .-' :\Ti-!, ·11 . .>;;.,s h::i i03 

JD'.AS HISIIWCAL COMMlSS!OR 
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CRITIQUE OF SUBMI SSION BY RUBY SCHMIDT 
OF ADD IT IONAL MATERIAL RELA TIVE TO FRENCHMAN 'S WELL 

Her let ter to THC - second paragraph - The marker app licat i on was 
-fo1~ th e we 11 It was so tit 7 ed by both she and Duane in each 
versi on. The site is significant by its prox imity to the earlier 
fort, a nd as the area of settlement at the time it was dug. But 
th,-:> app1 icat·ion as written by both , a nd as subm i tted and ap
proved, was t o es tablish th e existence, location and character of 
the well. 

Paragraph 4 - There does not seem to be any disagreement over the 
·1 ocat i on of th e WE~ ·1 ·1 . Nume r ous n e wspaper ar·t ·i cl es . wr it t en when 
it was still standing, and the me mory of those n o1/'J living, in
clud·in9 Ruby, place th,~ w,:::71 at the intersection of Taylor z:-.nd 
Bluff. Later, after street changes , in an alley. 

Next severa l paragraphs - The additional materia l Rub y turned in 
seems to confirm the stateme nt in the original narrative that the 
wel l was adjacent to th t:~ fort. Extraction~; f rom the docurne nts 
which a pply to the subject follow: 

The newspaper ar· t •i c ·1 ,::1 q u ot •i ng Sarn Woody, early resident, i n t r.➔ r· 
vi ewed at age 91 . Undated, but ·informat ion in art i c 1 e seems t o 
place it about 1917 . - The article quoting Sam Woody referred to 
the wel l as a "fieldstone cistern" and a "rock cis t ern" which 
stood at the corner of Taylor and Bluff Streets . The article says 
"Woody says he distinctly remembe rs that th ,::: o ld rock cistern was 
not far- from the fort, ,.,rnd estirnat.es t he distance fr·orn tht?! cis
t er n t o the -fort to ha ve been ab out seventy feet . " Woody said 
the fort was to the southeast . He said t he parade ground s oc r u
pied the site where the courthous e then stood (which is the 
current one), a n d a·lso where bui ld i ng s on th,? b l ock w,-:.,st of t.he 
courthouse stand, as well as the proposed jail site (the current 
lawn of tht~ Cr•iminal Courts Bu ild ·i ng) . Woody Uws p laced the.~ we 1·1 
at the intersection of Bluff and Taylor. about seventy f ee t 
outside the perimeter of the fort . 

February 19 17 newspaper artic le refer s t o r e cent d ecision to 
bu i ld a Jail on the Fort site. and th e unhappin e ss of t he people 
about the se 7 ect ion of the site . The site -+:hen se 1 ected was the 
eastern portion o f the block north of Belkn a p and facing Houston . 
the present la wn of the Criminal Courts Bu ilding . 

Newspaper art icl e - undated - There was a decision to buy t wo 36 
foot frontage lot s on Belknap 40 t o 50 f eet west of the proposed 
s i t e so that the j a i ·1 w o u l d not be on th ? f o, t s ·j t e . " p ·i ea s i n g 
the ladies''. This establishes they considered the present Cr imi
nal Courts Bu •i 1 ding 7 awn the fort s ·1 t e , but were not concerned 
with the site to the west where the building wa s built The 
a r ti cle referred to the "p r esent ja i 7" as being north of t .h e 
courthouse. I al so refers to the Kess 1 er p 1 an f or a park to be 
built on the fort l ocation north of th e cour thouse. 



The 1873-184 City Ordin;:rnc(:3 E>ook r·efE•renct..~: The ord •i nanc .. :> book 
has a page titled "In t roductory" ,,,rith ,:1 sub t itle " H·istory" ·- It. 
says " Th e offict:>r cabins were put just back of the bu·i ·1d·in g now 
occup ied by the imp l e men t compan y , corner of Houston an d Belknap 
s t r·eets : the she l te•r- fo r thfi< soldi2rs under- t he trees ncw t h of 
Hay maker 's bath house and th e stables reaching out into the 
sq u a re. 

The documents from the National Arch ives show the fort to b e 697 
feet ·1 ong, from ·the outs•ide of tht':l bu"ild•ings to th€· C)utside of 
the buildings, f rom east t o west . And 455 feet n orth an d sou th. 
When placing the officers houses in the fort plans upon t h e 1885 
Sanborne map wh •i ch shows th e 7 ocat ion of the agr i cu 1 tw-a ·1 'i rnp le
rnent c ompany s 7 i ght l y sout h of th e soLit.hwest ·int ers:ec t •ion of 
BE.: 1 knap a nd Houston s tretc•ts, on Houston Street, we have an ap
proxi rnate 1ocation of th e fort , only which house of the t hree in 
a row is un k n o wn . This also agrees with the abov e mentioned or d i
nance's reference t o the s tab les reachi ng out into t he square . The 
188 5 Sanborne map shows the pub 1i c square t o be what is no\l<i c::1 

major portion of the wester n h alf of the cour thouse block. 

A recently pr inted newspa per rnap included in Ruby Schmidt's last 
submiss i on s hows the fort bui ld ing s superimposed upon a city map 
of the area. This map seems t o b e in agreement with the informa
tion c ited above . The we ·11 wou·1d ther efore h,9ve been l ocated 
outs i de the boundaries of the fort. conf i r ming ear 1 i er cone h1 -
s ions based upon newspaper·· ar-ticles c it ·ing memor ies of peop l e 
living at the time of the construction of the wel 1. It wo uld 
possibly have been close to the o1d sutle,'s store , wh ich by law 
was outside the boundaries of the for t . 

The newly submitted material confirms our earlier n arrati ve. that 
the well was at Bluff and Taylor S treets, that i t wa s ad jacent to 
the place where the for t had stood , and that i t was not th e fort 
wel l. whi ch wou ld h a ve been in the a rea of Ho u ston Street . 

Critiqued by Dee Barker - January 1989 
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.. ... 
TARRANT COUNTY HISTORICAL cet1MISSION 

24 January 1989 

Cynthia Beeman 
Marker and Research Department 
Texas Historical Corrmission 
Box 12276 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Cynthia, 

Reference "Frenchman's Well". 

First, the DAR chapter has a new Regent, thus a new mailing address for 
your correspondance: Mildred Searcy, 1604 Montclair Dr., Ft. Worth, Texas 
76103. 

The only suggestion I have is that you change "large stone and concrete" 
to simply "limestone".From the picture it seems the concrete is only to 
hold the stones together,as with morter on any structure. I can't see any 
large concrete areas. Also some of the stones are quite small, most average 
in size. Otherwise its fine. 

Ruby Schmidt, whose name is on the narrative as providing research, and 
which really was providing newspaper articles, doesn't like anything about 
it. However the only point she made was that the inscription should read 
that the well stood in the middle of the old fort area. If she contacts 
you, please note that it did not. By plans from the National Archives we 
know the site was on the western edge of the fort area, about a block west 
of the western edge of the parade ground. Newspapers said adjacent to the fort. 

Mrs. Searcy wants to omit reference to Dallas County. She doesn't like the 
word "configuration". Wants that sentence to read: "The well featured a 
large stone dome of a beehive design, with openings in the north and south 
sides for access to the well". She wants to omit reference to the private 
residence. she also does not like the word shelf. 

Most of all she wants the narrative to state that the Six Flags chapter 
of DAR marked the well site in 1932. I explained the policy to her, and 
explained the purpose of the marker, to mark the well site. But I have to 
pass on the information to you, she wants the DAR given credit for an earlier 
marking of the site. The earlier marker was not a state marker, but a private 
marker. 

As I look back at my suggestion, it is not clear. I meant "The well featured 
a large limestone cover in a beehive configuration". 

Sincerely, 

~Q~~ 
Dee Barker 
Tarrant County 



Texas Historical Carmi.ssion Staff (CJB), .12/20/88 

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker without post, for attachment 
to masonry 

Tarrant County (Job 120888) 
Location: 212 North Taylor, Fort Worth 

SITE OF*** 
FRENCHMAN'S WELL* 

cx:>NSTRUCI'ID IN 'mE 1850s,A 

ruMJNI'l"i WATER SUPPLY AT THIS 

SITE WAS CALLED FRENCHMAN'S 

WELL•~T IS BELIE.VED 'ro HAVE BEEN 

BUILT BY A FORMER MEMBER OF 

THE IA REXJNIOO OOWNY IN DALIAS 

CX>UNTY•THE WELL FFA'IURED A 
LI IYl~-t0N4i:'" 

IARGE S'JQlE Jl&l■ e .ilQ&i£ OOJER 
\ 

IN A BEEHIVE ·OONFIGURATIOO!A SHELF 

NICHE INSIDE THE CONE-SHAPED I:n1E 

HEID A WATER BUCKET,AND OPENIN,S 

ON THE NORTH AND SOlJI'H SIDES 

GAVE ACCESS 'ro THE WELL.THE 

WEI.L'S OOJER WAS RELOCATED 'ro 

THE WE.ST SIDE OF THE OOURTHOUSE 

SQUARE IN 1949,AND IN THE IATE 

1950s WAS DISMANTLED AGAIN AND 

MJVED 'ro A PRIVATE RESIDENCE•** 

*3/4 inch lettering 
**l/2 inch lettering 
***l/4 inch lettering 

(1988)*** 



CURTIS T UNNELL 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 

January 5, 1989 

Dee Barker 
P.O . Box 794 
Colleyville , TX 76034 

Re: SITE OF FRENCHMAN ' S WELL 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 

18" x 28" Subject Marker without Post 

Dear Ms. Barker: 

(Sil) 463-6100 

Enclosed i s the proposed inscri ption for the above referenced marker. Please 
review and verify the information contained in the inscription . In particular , 
be sure to check all names and dates , and make certai n we have used the correct 
marker l ocation . Please contact other sponsors of this application to discuss 
the wording of the marker . If you approve the inscription , sign and return 
your own encl osed card . 

If you have corrections or changes to suggest , please make a copy of the inscrip
tion and ret urn it to us with the mark ed cor rections. Please do not type a new 
version of the inscription. We will make changes to meet our style and spacing 
r equirements . Documentation of any changes in this inscription , particularly of 
names and dates , i s requi red for our permanent fi l e. 

Note that this is a working copy, i ncluding filing and foundry instructions. The 
right-hand margi n is uneven on this copy, but will be justified on the finished 
marker . 

l • 
The marker will not be ordered for 'casting until the county historical 
and other persons or groups listed below hav e approved the inscription . 
retain this inscription copy for your files. 

Sincerely , 

~a_q-. ~(&v\_; 

Cynthia J. Beeman, Historian 
State Marker Program 

CJB/crl 

cc: Mrs . Edwin Easley 

commission 
You may 



Texas Historical Comnission Staff (CJB), 12/20/88 

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker without post, for attachment 
to masonry 

Tarrant County (Job #20888) 
!Jocation: 212 North Taylor, Fort Worth 

SITE OF*** 
FRENCHMAN' S WELL* 

CONSTRUCI'ED IN THE 1850s,A 

COMMUNITY WATER SUPPLY AT THIS 
i-:, • -a... 

SITE WAS CAL.LID FRENCHMAN' S 

WELL IT IS BELIE.VED 'ID HAVE BEEN I 
BUILT BY A FORMER MEMBER OF 

THE IA REUNION COLONY IN DALIAS 

COUNl'Y )'m: WELL FF.ATURED A 

LARGE S'IDNE AND CONCREI'E COVER 

IN A BEEHIVE CONFIGURATION. A SHELF 

NICHE INSIDE THE CONE-SHAPED DOME 

HEW A WATER BUCKET,AND OPENI~S 

ON THE NORTH AND SOUTH SIDES 

GAVE ACCESS 'ID THE WELL. THE 

WELL'S COVER WAS RELCCATED 'ID 

THE WEST SIDE OF THE COURTHOUSE 

SQUARE IN 1949,AND IN THE IATE 

1950s WAS DISMANTLED AGAIN AND 

MOVED 'ID A PRIVATE RESIDENCE•** 

*3/4 inch lettering 
**1/2 inch lettering 
***1/4 inch lettering 

(1988)*** 



TARRANT COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Frances Rickard 
Marker and Research Department 
Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Frances, 

7 December 1988 

Enclosed please find a check in the amount of $375 . 00. 

$300 for Frenchman's Well marker. 
$42 for lettering on back of said marker, to read: 
Spo nsored by Six Flags Chapter, Daughters of American Revolution 

$33 for lettering on back of Hitch Cemetery marker, to read: 
Sponsored by Tarrant County Historical Commission 

Please be sure these two are dated 1988. It would mean a lot to 
our marker committee chairman, who researched and wrote the 
Hitch Cemetery narrative, that it be dated in her term of service . 

S incerely, 

Dee Barker 
Chairman, Tarrant County Historical Commission 



T.R. FEHRENBACH, SAN ANTONIO 
CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD H. COLLINS. DALLAS 
HAROLD D. COURSON, PERRYTON 

MARTHA J. CROWLEY. RICHARDSON 
MAXINE E. FLOURNOY, ALICE 

BETTYE. HANNA, BRECKENRIDGE 
SUZANNE W. HARRIS, SAN ANTONIO 

KARL A. KOMATSU, FORT WORTH 
J AM ES S. NABORS, LAKE J ACKSON 

MARY ANN PERRYMAN, ATHENS 
GAY RATLIFF, AUSTIN 

EVANGELINE L. WHORTON, 
GALVESTON ISLAND 

MRS. H.L LONG. KILGORE 
VICE-CHAIRMAN 

DR. DAN A. WILLIS, FORT WORTH 
SECRETARY 

MRS. L UN ELLE A. ANDERSON, SAN MARCOS 
JOHN M. BENNETT, SAN ANTONIO 
CARRIELU 8 . CHRISTENSEN, AUSTIN 
GEORGE C HRISTIAN, AUSTIN 

t\t1 
CURTIS TUNNELL 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 

Dee Barker 
P.O. Box 794 
Colleyville, Texas 76034 

RE: SITE OF FRENCHMAN'S WELL 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 

October 7, 1988 

18 x 28 subject marker with post (Job #20888) 

Dear Dee : 

This letter is to notify you that the State Marker Committee has reviewed 
and approved the above-referenced topic for an Official Texas Historical 
Marker. 

At this time, payment for the marker is due. A check, in the amount of 
$405.00 ($375.00 if paid for by a tax-exempt organization), should be made 
payable to the Texas Historical Commission and sent to the letterhead 
address at your earliest convenience. 

Once payment is received, the application will be placed in line to have 
the marker inscription written. The inscription will not be written until 
after funds have been received. When the text is prepared, a copy will be 
sent to you and any parties listed below for review and approval. 

The Texas Historical Commission wishes to congratulate you for your efforts 
to record and preserve Texas history. 

Sincerely, 

Frances Rickard, Director 
State Marker Program 

cc: Mrs. Edwin Easley 

(S12)463-6100 



CURTIS TUNNELL 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 

May 31, 1988 

Mildred Se~ 
/ 

Regent, 7J::f Flags Chapter, 
1604 M9'1~clair Dr. 
Fort 7 orth, Texas 76103 

Dear Mrs. Searcy: 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 

NSDAR 

I have received your letter of 28 May concerning the historical marker 
application for the Site of Frenchman's Well in Tarrant County. That 
application is currently #60 on the list to be evaluated (we review them 
in the order in which they are received). I would estimate that some 
word should be back to you in about tw..o . to ... three months. 

I am somewhat confused about your mention of $375.00 for a large marker. 
We have received no funds for this marker; in fact, we do not accept 
payment until after the application has been approved by the State 
Marker Committee. The amount you mentioned is the payment for a small 
subject marker with post; the amount for a large subject marker is 
$650.00. We would like to know fairly soon whether you wish to have 
the large or the smal l size marker, but please wait to send in the 
payment until we have requested it • . 

I am sending a copy of my letter along with a copy of yours to me to 
Dee Barker, chair of the Tarrant County Historical Commission. Perhaps 
she may be able to clarify our confusion about the check you submitted. 

Sincerely, 

'l~c.w K;cJuv-tj} 
Frances Rickard, Director 
State Marker Program 

/fr 

cc: Dee Barker 

(Sil) 463-6100 



~m@mnmIDJ 
M~Y 3 1,988 

Six · Jlags Qthapter 
TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Texas Hi s torical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin~ Tx. 78711 

fort Worth, lrxas 
May 28, 1988 

Attn : Frances Rickard, Director 
State Marker Program 

Re: SITE OF FRBNCHMA N'S WELL 
Tarrant County 

Dear Ms . Rickard: 

Lam writing in regards to your letter of March 18, 1988, to Dee 
Barker, P.O. Box 794, Colleyville, Texas. Please see, copy of your 
letter attached . 

A copy of your letter to Dee Barker was mailed to Mrs. Edwin Easley 
who was the Regent of Six Flags Chapter, NSDAR, Fort Worth, Texas, 
at the time your letter wa s written. 

I am the present Regent of Six Flags Chapter, NSDAR, and since our 
chapter applied for the marker at the site of Frenchman's Well, 
Tarrant County, I will appreciate being informed of whatever action 
the State Commission takes on this marker. 

Our chapter paid $ 375.00 for a l a rge marker at the time the application 
wa s submitted , approximately three years ago. If the marker is 
approved a nd if there is a price difference, we will be gla d to pay 
wha t might be due. -
We wish to thank the Commission for its considera tion of this 
applica tion. 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

?lµkd/ cz;/,1~x-
M11drea Searcy (Mrs'.'.! T.C.) 
Regent, Six Flags Chapter, NSDAR 
1604 Montcla ir Dr. 
Fort Worth, Tx. 76103 



C URTIS T UI\NEI.I. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 

March 18 , 1988 

Dee Barker 
P. O. Box 794 
Colleyvil le , TX 76034 

Re: SITE OF FRENCHMAN ' S WELL 
Tarrant County 

Dear Ms. Barker: 

AUSTIN. TEXAS 78711 

This letter i s to not ify you that we have received the above referenced marker 
application. 

(Si l ) 463-6100 

The application first will be :i;-eviewed and evaluated by the Texas Historical Commission 
staff. Should additional information be needed , you will be contact ed. After any 
deficiencies have been corrected , copies of the application will be sent to the members 
of the State Marker Committee, who will make the final determination of the topic's 
acceptability fo r marking. 

You will be notified as soon as the commi ttee makes its decision. If the topic is 
approved for marking , we will request payment at the time of notification . If not 
approved, the applicat i on wi ll be returned along with a letter of explanation . 

Because of the variables involved in the marker process and because we must coordinate 
our orders with the schedule of the contracting f oundry, we would ask that the 
dedication date not be set until you have received notice that the marker has been 

·shipped . 

We appreciate your interest in preserving the history of Texas. 

Sincerely , 

Frances Rickard , Director 
State Marker Program 

FR/crl 

cc: Mr s. Edwin Easley 

P. S. Please indicate what size marker is desired. Thank you . 

fll!e 0/ale Q/(ye/zq;_fai !7lotauo .Y?zt:Jfiwa/t011 
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THE BEE HIVE OR FRENCHMAN'S WELL 
212 No Taylor 

The olci "Frenchman's Well" has been nearly forgotten by a growin1~ 

city as a link with early Fort Worth history ••• 

Accurate documentation of actual events leadin~ to the well's es

istence ha~ been garbled. As a child I can reme~ber havine se0n this 

structure, wondering about its unique shape. Little did I realize the 

period of time it represented or the important role it played in the 

early days of Fort Worth. 

Buil t of l imestone and concrete, the t.~-~- f_<;:,.9:t high bee.-hive shaped. 

cone obviously gave some protection to the well. A worm- eaten oak beam 

supported a rusty pulley which was still there when the structur~ 1,1as 

demol ished. A shelf niche inside the arch had held a water bu-: r"' t in 

early times. Openings on the North and South gave easy acc-:;c:3 to thc;:e 

desiring water and still gave a ce::.tain protection, :.Jhet:1cr f'ro~~ I nc.i::~s 

or for sanitation one does not knm1., 

Information from tt1ade H. Turner given to his C. 'l,1g~ter, n. m,::;ber of 

S:bc Flags Chapter, NSDAR, initiated a search for historical in :~o!·mati.on 

on the uell. This included a query to Howard 'tl . Peak. i!is r8ply fron 

Georgetown, Texas, dated 23 September 1932 corroborated hav:L;1r. ci nmk 

from the ,.,ell as a child, having been born at the f.o.rt site l.!, Jw1c l8:i6 , 

the 68th citizen of Fort Worth . His sister, Clara Gabrielle, \✓.:ts born 

at the site 4 Jan 1854. Peak said the 1Jell was one of tho t-..:o used by 

the army post. The other location was in the middl e- of Hou~;ton i.ict 1✓1-~cn 

the west door of. the court house nnd the old Everybody's and 140.s due 

by the soldiers to a depth of ninety foet. 
,.\'.";,.?, 6( ,A- r. :J 

With this cncouraeeraent Six Flacs Chapter erected a sign sayine 

11Frcnch:nnn 1s Well, 1857, mnrkcd by Six Flags Chapter DAR" Flower .beds 

uore laid out around the well for beautification. 



2. 

Roscoe Ady, head of the Chamber of Commerce publicity depar t ment, . 

proposed that some of the buildings of the old post be placed near the 

well and the land in that area be developed into a park P.xtending from 

Belkna~ to the Trinity _River. There irere plans at that ~ime to have a 

reproduction of the old f ort on the Texas Front ier Centennial gr ounc.:..s . 

The newly formed Tarrant County Histori:::al Society under Dr . R-Jx 

z. Howard had· plans to resurrect the well but f at e stepped i n 1-rhcn a 

g·arbage truck backed into the structure in April or Hay 0f 19/;·3, le,~·,inc 

only rubble .. 

The well's stones were given to the Tarr ant County Hi storical society, 

Frank Kent, president, by the landoW'Tlers, Ha rvin and o. p . Leon-::i.rd 1-1ho 

paid for cost of removal after coring the well, with each st one number ed 

to rebuild it at another siteo Tar~ant County Commissioners Cour t granted 

permission to reconstruct the dome in the center of the court houze la,rr. 

on Houston street. The first project of the new society was '.)le.nn9d for 

completion uith Fort Worth's 1949 Centennial celebration • 

. tater the space '\.IaS ailocated f or an addition to the cou:r·t J;ou:,e . 

The stones uere removed to the rear garden of the Elton P.yder ho~,n :.:t 

4910 Crestline. Martha Rowan Hyder commissioned a mason to c:ce2te c. 

replica of the original \.fell. This l ater information came froITi naterial 

submitted by the Hyders in their application for a hintorical ;:;ar ker :or 

their home. 

Meam,hile the source of the \Jat er t he well \✓as still there , :nuch 

to the dismay of the Leonards. The exce"l"ation for o. 1/,00 foot p!'iv.:i.:.8ly 

ovned subway by .the Leonards revealed o. flowing 1,000 gallon per day 

source of water eighty feet below ground. This problem•\.las el i minated 

by three pumps running constantly and a French drain devised by my hus

band which drained the flo\.l to the Trinity River. -Only then could the 

concrete set ·up prop~rly. 



1. Picture os the uell ir:. the late 30' s by the Housing Authorities . 

2c Picture and drauing of the t.rell from private scrapbooks., 

3e Memoirs of Charles Ellis t-!itchell, page 12, The ~!eirn-Tribunes , 

January 16, 1976 .. 

4. Material copied from Mary Daggett Lake files, Fort Worth Public Library 

on well uhen Ed Terrell lived there. 

5. Fort Worth star Telegra":l article, 1915, from scrapbook., 

6. Clipping from Dallas Horning Neus, 13 Sept .. 1925 in Fort Horth Public 

Library files of Landmarks, t-!onuments .. 

7~ ., A February 1926 news clipping .. 

Se An early clipping thought to have been prior to 1932. 

9e Clipping 1-!ith no date< 

.. 10. Letter from Houard w. peak dated 23 Sept. 1932. Pictures ta}::en bJ Df.R. 
In scrapbook of Six Flags Chapter, NSD1m. 

11. Neuspaper clippings fro~ Six Flags scrapbook dated April 1932 . 

12., Neuspaper clipping of June 1938 .. 

13. Neuspaper clipping of june 6, 1948. 

14., Neu spa per clipping of 1-~::i.y 1948. 

1'5. Neuspaper clippings, date unknown. 

16 .. Newspaper clipping, date un!-rnmm. 

17. Newspaper clipping on building of subway, date unknO\m. 

18. "Texas History Cnrved in stone" by William Hoses Jones , 1958. 

19. Marker ·application for Elton Hyder horn-~, . 4910 Crestline . 

20. One of Arnold I s orders carried out by Francis !(naar wa·s to di~ a ,,ell. 
Although the 1850 Census.of the soldier indicates he uas born in Germany, 
his nickname uns Monseuer, givinr, us yet another possibility. 



SITE OF FRENCHMAN'S WELL 

Researched By 

Ruby Schmidt, Member 
Tarrant County Historical Commission 

4812 Morris 
Fort Worth, Texas 76103 

" 
''\,\C.,... 

( 

In the 1850s a unique cone-shaped stone structure was built to _cover a 

hand-dug water well ad"acent to the site of old Camp Worth, present . Fort Worth, 

Texas. Serving as one of the first wells for the corrnnunity, Frenchman's Well, 

with its unusual cover, became a recognized local landmark. 

The name of the builder of Frenchman's Well, and its year of construction, 

are unclear. The earliest first-hand accounts concerning the well are 

provided by two Fort Worth citizens who were small children in the 1850s. 

Charles Ellis Mitchell, who arrived in Fort Worth on May 16, 1856 as a small 

child reported the following: 

... we lived first in a log cabin under a big live oak tree 
on a spot later covered by the Criminal Courts Buildin (200 
E. Belknap). It was said that the cabin had been used by the 
soldiers before they left . Just a few yards away from us 
stood the flag pole used by them . . .. 

People talk about the Frenchman's Well being dug by the 
soldiers. Well, I know which well was dug by the soldiers 
because it was still open and in use when we came here. 
Many's the time I looked into it, I suppose because I was 
warned not to do so 1 as I might fall in. But you know how a 
boy will do, and I was only six years old when we came. 

The well dug by the soldiers was about 90 feet and was 
located right in the middle of Houston Street right between 
the west door of the Court House and Everybody's Store. The 
Frenchman's Well was really dug by a Frenchman. I knew him 
personally and while I don't remember seeing him dig the well 
I remember when he came here and did see him building his 
house which was about 50 feet away from the well. 

There was a French colony just this side of Dallas and when 
the treasu~er stole all the money and ran away, the colony 
broke up and three families came here. One family was named 
Loucks. Barbier was the name of the man who dug the well.1 



Another individual with childhood memories of Frenchman's Well was 

Howard W. Peak, who was born in Fort Worth shortly after civilians arrived 

at the military post. On Septembe·r 23, 1932, in response to an inquiry about 

the well by a local chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution , 

Peak wrote: 

The well of which you speak was erected by a Mr. Barbee (sic) 
about the year 1857. He was a Frenchman, and migrated to Texas 
with the "French Colony" who settled old French town about five 
miles west of the city of Dallas. Mr. Barbee was a stone mason, 
and erected a school building about where Taylor Street butts in 
to Belknap. 

He also built a home just in front of this well. I recall having 
drunk from this well when but a child. Also recall that it was 
a perfect piece of masonry, constructed of stone and concrete, 
and the covering stood some five or six feet above the ground, 
and was rounded off in the shape of a bee hive. 

The soldiers of the Fort had left some four years previous t o 
the construction of the well . 2 

Using Howard Peak's first-hand informat ion, ~local D.A. R. chapter 

installed a sign on the base of the well , inscribed, " FRENCHMAN'S WELL, 1857, 

Marked By Six Flags Chapter D .A.R. ;,J A news article reporting on the install
P 'r\ ... ~ '7"> ? ' ~ ·~ .J .~-d • .1 

ation of the sign~ included the following description: 

The well itself has been filled with earth long since, perhaps 
to keep curious children from falling into the shaft . But the 
h ive-shaped masonry cover--like a cathedral crypt--stands 10 feet 
high, a monument to a man whose surname alone survives. 

Old-t imers recall hearing that a stone mason named Barbee migrated 
to Texas with the French colonythat settled at old French Town, 
five miles west of Dallas. Barbee moved farther westward, built 
a stone schoolhouse on Taylor, near Belknap Street, and then he 
erected a stone house for himself and family. 

Probabl ~be.,__alread had dug the well, but he at last. at the heigh t 
of his craf·smanship, constructed the hive-shaped cover with a stout 
beam at its apex. The beam, though wormeaten,\ still supports the 
rusty pulley .... Flowers have been set out at the well's base, and 
Mexican children nearby have promised to tend them.4 

-2-
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Records of the short- l i ved La Reunion Fr ench Colony in Dallas County, which 

was established in 1855, indicate that a Fr ench native named Alexandre Bar bier, 

his wife , and two sons named Alexes and Francois, were members of the colony . 

After La Reunion ' s demise Alexandre Barbier remained in Dallas County and served 

for a time as a City Ma r shall for the City of Dal las , then r e t ired to Mineral 

Wells, Texas. 5 There is a possibility that Frenchman ' s Well may have been 

constructed by one of his sons . ... 

Numerous newspa per art i cles have chronicled t he history of and fate of 

Frenchman's Well. In 1915 a Fort Worth Star-Telegram repor ter lamented , " It 

seems one of the odd situations of Fate that even the firs t settlers can tell 

nothing of the origin of the last vestige of the ' fort' ar ound which the city 

was built--a picturesque old stone well in the yard of an untenant ed little 

house at 212 North Taylor Street." The well was described as having been 

built of "heavy stone blocks and tapers to an arched top. The walls are nearly 

three feet t hick and there is no doubt in the minds of construct ion engineer s 

that it will stand another sixty years or more if unmolested . 116 

ff. ( ~ 
I 

"'C 

Subsequent articles marvelled at the well's construction and lamented the 

de t e rioration of the well 's surroundings. In 1936 , in observance of the Texas 

Centennial, there were proposals to restore Frenchman's Well and construct a 
rg 

replica of the old fort nearby,\ but funds were unavailable and the plans wer e 

abandoned. Unfortunately the structure was smashed by a garbage truck -&reHnd 
l-{O 

early 194~ ) its rocks becoming mingled with a masonry pile but neverthel ess 

distinguisable f r om the bricks and mortar.~,~ormed Tarrant Coun ;,y 

Historical Society, planning to mar k historical sites in obser vance ot Fort 

~ / 
Wor th's centennial ill' 1949, 

/ . 
domed structure.'9./0 

initi~teq a projec t to relocate and reconstruct the 
,/ 
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Upon approval by the Tarrant County Commissioners Court, the limestone 

structure was rebuilt on the west side of the courthouse square. Department 

store owners Marvin and Obie Leonard, who then owned the property upon which 

the well had originally been located, 10 volunteered to pay for the project. 

This researcher remembers Frenchman's Well, both at its original site and 

at its courthouse location. Built of sturdy limestone and concrete, the ten 

foot high bee-hive shaped cone obviously gave some protection to the well. The 

wormeaten oak beam supporting a rusty pulley was .still there when the 

structure was demolished. A shelf niche inside the arch had held a water bucket 

in early times . Openings on the north and south gave easy access to persons 
.._ ,J-"-- I 

drawing water and -still- gave_ 
Q Ct. -t.. 

c.._e.E:._taLn protection from the elements. 

In the late 1950s the space on the west side of the Tarrant County 

courthouse square was allocated for the construction of the county's present 

Civil Courts Building; consequently the well was again demolished. Its 

materials were eventually moved to the rear garden of the Elton Hyder home at 

49 10 Crestline, Fort Worth. ~1artha Rowan Hyder commissioned a mason to create 

a modified smaller replica of the original well. 11 

Ironically the subsurface water which fed the original well was to play a 

trick on the Leonards wl10 had so gracious~y provided for the preservation of 

the well. During the excavation and construction of a 1400 foot privately owned 

subway designed to carry customers from a parking area into the Leonards Department 

Store complex. water seepage interfered. One steady spring accounted for about 

1,000 gallons pe r day. This problem was eliminated by the installation of three 
<. ~ .v-. ./'\.C..,,.- \i»t 

pumps r.-un~ constantly/ and a French drain (devised by this researcher's husband, 

W. Albert Schmidt) which channeled the water into the Trinity River. Only then 

could the subway 's concrete be properly set. 
12 

Tarrant\:ounty Historical 

marker at toe ~ ll's original site . · o,-n--¥l'~ 

now wishes to 

- now located the~ 
- 4-



FOOTNOTES 

1 
Charles Ellis Mitchell, n.d., Memoirs, published in Fort Worth News

Tribune, January 16, 1976, p. 12, "He Played in the old Army Fort." ~ 
Appendix A. 

2 
Typed letter, Howard W. Peak to Martha Darnell, Chap. Chm., D.A.R., 

Sept. 23, 1932, Georgetown, 'f-exa-s-. ~~ 

3 
See xerox copy of photo, ~ H ~~ I' v-J. rt 

4 '("\c,ul 
"New Signs Point Way to Frenchman's Well Here," Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 

April ?. 1933. 

5 
George Santerre, White Cliffs of DAllas: The Story of La Reunion, the 

Old French Colony, privately published (1955), p. 96. 

6 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram. June 16, 1915(?) . S-ee-Ap.pendix D. 

7 
"Frenchaman' s Well, Now Abandoned, May Be Made Into a Beautiful Park,'' 

undated (ca. 1936) article; ~~~Rdix- E 

8 
--~>-i "<-' ---

"Imprints of Frontier Adventure From Which City Grew Being Lost. " 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, June 6, 1948. See Appenaix F. 

9 
Ii>id. 

"Old Frenchman"s Well To Occupy New Place," Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 
Jmly 17, 1948. ~ ~~ndi:x-f,-

11 
See o.f..ficial- Tex~aea-l-ma-i:.k-er~n-fo.r Smith-Burnett House, 

Tarrant County Historical Commission files. 

12 
"Water Bothered Tunnel's Diggers,'" Fort Worth Star-Telegram, n.d . .Se-e

.~.ndix- lL_ 
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BI BI .lOGRAPHY 

1. 
J f~ L (.J~( ~b.-

Picture 6s n:e4reli in the late 30 1 s by the Housing Authorities. 

Picture and drawing of the well from private scrapbooks. 
~ 

3. Memoirs of Charles Ellis Mitchell, ga.-g~ 2, ..,._ News-Tribune~,· 

January 16, 1976. /,.., • 
•. 

4. Material copied from Mary Daggett Lak1 l iles, Fort Worth Public Library~ 

cm uell u.l:l0a Bel '!'CPPoll li:l.r.ed the;t:, 

5. Fort Worth star Telegram article, 19151 fro~ scrapbook. 

6. Clipping from Dallas Morning News, 13 Sept. 1925 in Fort Worth Public 

Library file of Landmarks, Monuments. 
1-

A February 1926 new clipping. · _--::1,t.) 
;VC.., ~/ ~--

8. An early clipping thought to have been prior to 1932. 
,,,..,-EJ> ..... ,~cJ..-t-,..-, ~ . 

t1].4pp'ng ~ . 

10. 

11. 

12. 

Letter from Howard w. Peak dated 23 Sept. 1932. Pictures taken by D./lR. 

· ' 1 '- , ~ ~~ ,-oo e) 
In scrapbool~ of s·x Flags Chapter, NSDAR • . 

Newspaper cli ings ~ ( Six Flags :e;papbQ@ d_ateg App.:' -93 · • 

Newspaper clipping of June 1938. 

13. 'Newspaper clipping of June 6, 1948. 

14. Newspaper clipping of May 1948. 

15. Newspaper clippings, date unknown. 

16. Newspaper clipping, date unknown. 

Ne.wspap.e~ clip.ping on building of -sub, ay, dateunk--l'lewn. 

11Texas History Carved in stone"; by William 14oses Jones, 1958. 
~ t/tJoJ :St ~ _j p 

~ ~k:o.P a-p~ ~ fa~ Elton Hyder home, "9l.O: e1estlipe. - _!"~ :t.;,~ Cd./ 

~of-Jrrnoid-.. s- orde-Fs card ed out by Francis Knaar was to dig a we • 
A,.J though the 1850 Census, of the soldier indicates he was born in Germany, 

i nickname was Monseuer, giving us yet another possibility. 

( -6-



SITE OF FRENCMAN'S WELL 

Researched By 

Ruby Schmidt , Member 
Tarrant County Historical Commission 

4812 t!orris 
Fort Worth, Texas 76103 

In t he 1850s a unique cone-shaped stone structure was built to cover a 

hand-dug water well adjacent to the site of old Camp Worth , now Fort Worth, 

Texas. Serving as one of the first wells fo r the community, Frenchman ' s Well, 

with its unusual cover, became a recognized local landmark. 

The name of the builder of Frenchman' s Well , and its year of construction, 

are unclear . The earliest first-hand accounts concerning the well are provided 

by two Fort Worth citizens who were small children in the 1850s . Charles 

Ellis Mi tchell, who arrived in Fort Worth on May 16 , 1856 as a small child 

reported the followin g: 

. . . we lived first in a log cabin under a big live oak tree 
on a spot later covered by the Criminal Courts Building (200 
E. Belknap ). It was said that the cabin had been used by the 
soldiers before they left . Just a few yards away from us 
stood t he flag pole used by them . .•. 

People talk about the Frenchman ' s Well being dug by the 
soldiers. Well, I know which wel l was dug by the soldiers 
because it was still open and in use when we came here. 
Many 's the time I looked into it, I suppose because I was 
warned not to do so , as I !!light fall in . But you know how a 
boy will do, and I was only six years old when we came. 

The well dug by the soldier s was about 90 feet and was 
located right in the middle of Houston Street right between 
the west door of t he Court House and Everybody ' s Store. The 
Frenchman ' s Well was really dug by a Frenchman . I knew him 
personally and while I don't remember seei ng him dig the well 
I remember when he came here and did see hi□ building his 
house which was about 50 feet away from the well . 

There was a French colony just this side of Dallas and when 
the treasurer stole all the money and ran away , the colony 
broke up and three families came here . One fa~ily was named 
Loucks. Barbier was the na me of the man who dug t he well . 1 
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~~~- an~~~~~~.;;hero -~ -~k-b~ldi~-g 'i~~-;--~~r.o(~cTu';~. ::=I. . 
. the....two~~-were 'made into just one pole, with one· on top of . 

~ot~~:"'wf'"'i~urthe F;;~~;; .. ... .;;l~-be~;~d~--~ the 
soldiers. Well, I ·know which well was dug by the soldiers because 
it pas st!ll•:0pen 8:lld in ·use when we came 'here. _Many's . the time 
I looked into·ft, r s_uppose because I was warned not to do ao, as 
I might fall ln. But you know how a boy will do, and I wu only 

· six. yes.rs. old when we came. , 
Tbe ·we11 dug' by the aoldiera ·wu about 90. feet : and WU Jo.: 

cated right -in the;.middle of Houston ·street;. right between the ! 
west door of. the 9<>urt House and Everybody's Store. The French- ~ 

. man~~.Yl~l waa real1y dug ·by a Frenchman . . I knew him person- · j: 

ally-and while" ~· dpn't remember seeing •him dig the ,well I re- , 
member when he came 'here and did see him building his . house -~ 
which was &bol?,t 60 feet away' from the well. •, i: 

There was a rrench colony just this side of Dallas and when ) 
the treas~r ·itole all the money and ran away, the colony broke· ··; 
UJ>' and t~eei families came here. One famHy was named Loucks. ·1 
Barbi~r "".al!. th~ name of the man who .dug the well. (Editor's Note: ~
The settlement was La Reunion, a communistic-type venture where 
land a.n1 property °"ere owned _jointly; It was located on what is 
now Fort Worth --A venue in Oak Cliff, just east of the Grand 
Prairie iine. Sett,lements like La Reunion were not uncommon in 
those days, the largest being in Oneida, N.Y. The leading advocate 
of such life was Albert Brisbane, whose ·son, Arthur, became edi• · 
tor of the Hearst Newspapers during the 1920's). · 

. . ... . ~ ........ ~ . 

THE FJRST M,ILL_ was put U.P . in Fort Worth in 1863 or 
·1854. ! helped tl'.!ar 1t down after it was used about 25 years and · : 
was so old and weavy in the wind that the top of the building ~j 
was tied to a , tree to keep it from falling dovn1. It was located 
just east ":.; or ·the' "Henderson Street bridge on- Clear Fork. Julian..:. t:· ·. 
Feild .and l)avi~ ¥auck had put it up. . ~;,_:J.1 

Another thing that was already here was B . . F • . Barnberg's r.· 
butc~er shop. It was the first butcher shop in Fort Worth and 1~7 
was a ramshackle .little old buHding .on the corner of Belknap and ,. : 
Rusk .. (Co~_e_rce) . Streets, Bamberg bad a place out i~ the coun- .~ 
try and every diy _he'd kill ,a beef and bring it into his place ·and :! 
hang it up to· drip. No matter who tried it, nobody could buy a · ' 
pound of meat off him· before morning and the place was never f; 
locked •. When he was ready to sell the meat it would cost one, /:f 
two or three cents a _pound, according to what piece you wanted. :: : 

People talk about a drought. I've been here when there was f..,.. 
a real dro~fht. _Not :a_ d_!'OP_.of whisky in to~. It was hard ~ get i: ~ 

' · t - ·· ... f . ..~• -3 -: .... - · ....... oi, ,..f~ ~~ 7' . .,t""" ~ • ·:;.-:1·,.-. _ .. ,, 

stuff here. Te,amsters would start out with wagons y9ked . to .oxen 1·':/i 
and often be _gone three ~onths. By the time they'd get back .: 
we'd be clear_ out o{ ?-Ddles, sugar, salt, pepper and other staples. . ~ 

Salt came from a place now called Grand Saline and when F. 
the . teamster's wagon got here it sold for $10 to $20 a hundred · . 
pounds and people .would fight to get it at those prices. Coffee •>: 
sold for $10 a .hun~red pounds _gr~n. We'd bjiy about ten pounds f/ 
for a dollar, take 1t home, grind 1t and parch it, an then w.e'd [;. . 

... . Sugar ten pounds for . a dolliy-, too.- Foiles ~ways· sent their . 
. ..have real coffee. · · - f ·. 

• ·kids to ,the store 'Yhen th~y wanted things and · when I ·went after 
sugar _Id take a p1How slip. The clerk would pour it out on brown F. 
~appmg_ paper and ~ap· it up. Then I would put tl?,e package ~ .. 
in my shp and · carry it home but would lose &0me even then. -; · . 

. ,Wheat usually ran about 60 cents a bushel and flour $_1.50 a hiin- :~ ~ 
dred pounds. · W~ ·had veey fe,y vegetables _in those days, just 1, ' 

staples. Nowadays you have all sorts of .beans; when I wa., a kid t: ' 
I don't remember beans at all. r: 

;.LANTATIO.NS IN tho; d:~: didn'-t ~ount to much -~ore kci 
than 10 or 15 acrei; you see, it a:11 had to be hand-worked. A man ~ '
can't clear much acreage wi~h a hoe. There · were a number of r!~·' 
plantations '.in the county. Nat Terry bad one at the ·nor.th. end; .-·f ;: 

· or fOQt, of Samuels Avenue. The plantation home was just east r.-' , 
of t_h: road going north from the end. of Samuels Avenue, and tl).e t:'.:·: 
slave quarters were back of the home. . · . .• . · t:,11 

.. I've heard people talking about all kinds of weather and -some t~'.? 
of 1~ unseasonal. I've s~en it mow in Fort . Worth in April ...:.. on I·. ' 
Apnl 11, 1857, and I didn't 'know about it until I stepped into it ' · 
over my ankles when I opened the door to go out to stake our 
bog. We boys all went barefooted spring, summer and fall in 

, ~hose d~ys. T~e way I did, I staked the bog out in the day and 
·peJ:!ned 1t at night. . • .•. , .. , , .. . 

. ~~ng-l_fl those days was quite different from now. People ' 
d1~n t h_ave so much fancy food. We had plenty of beef and jerked ~-

' -~e~ld~hf)gs fattened on acorns, and plenty of sweet and but-
•. 1.e r m.11k. We didn't nave your fine J erseys in those-. days so w~ •· 

always kep~ ten or 15·.head of cows a.nd when milking time c~e ' 
} . everybody m. the family would go out with a 'bucket and each 

w~ul? ~et a \1ttle. \~hen the f irst f~t bit the cattle would high- . •. , 
tail i t for the t-all timber f1>r protection from the w int""!'" Rnrl n11!" · · 
1 · • 1 

I 
He Played in tt,e Old Army fort 

. . . 
In 1853, John •Peter Sm· opeMCl Forl Worth'• firet echo, 

in an abandoned Armv ba"dck: cind cloeed it after a few month 
to become a ,un,eyor. ·. · 

Parents taught their child'l'en afte,; tJiat, but in 1856 decide, 
to set up a school for bovs and girls. A,;..p. Johnson, ·M. J. Brin,cn 
Thomas Moodv, William Mosely , JulitiL 'Feild and Dr. Carroll 111 
Peak .were chosen as trustees. The'JI hired Prof. M. D. Kenned'JI t 
teach the boys and invited Mrs. Johr,. A: Mitchell o(Tennessei; t 
teach the girls. Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell arrived a few months latt 
with. their c'1.ildren, including ~ 11oung s~n, Charles. He ·grew up) 
the very oldest Fort Worth - the Ann11 Dragoons had left onlv 
f ew months be/ ore he arrived. 

Charles Mitchell married Martha Ellen Gilmore, -Jirst wlJ,it 
girl ·'born in Tan-ant County. Her father, Seabourne Gilmore, 10a 
the llecond chief ;ustice ( count11 ,;udge)" in 1850~185! and serve 
again i11, 1856-1858. Charles became a printer and farmer. He an 
his wife were married more than ·50 11ears, moved to Haslet, at' 
lived to nearlv 90. In his last 11ea.rs Charles · Mitchell wrote ht 

\ memoirs, a fascinating account of the earliest da11s of Fort Wort 
which has never been published. The News-Tribune will print th 
memoirs, beginning in thia iasue. , 

. B,- CHARLES ELLIS M.ITCHELL 

''Early in 1866 my mother was contacted by Lawrence Steele 
Julian Feild, Hiram Jewell and Professor M. D. · Kennedy; wh 
was -an important man in Fort Worth, to teach school and giv 
a course in music in a private school for girls only. 

My I mother had a piano and was already teaching in Mem 
phis, ' Tenn. Three months ~t~r we got here, the piano came i· 
and it was the first ever to come to Fort Worth. My father ~ wa 
a road ·builder and .was at that time completing a four-mile strek 
of plank road. He completed it • before he came on. Plank ro.a.d 
were the best in those days. They were made of flattened lot 
halves, laid over heavy piling. 

:·.we came from Memphis to Shreveport, then to ,Dallas b: 
stage-coach. It took about 18 hours to get from Dallas to Fo1 
Worth by stage coach because there had been a lot of rain an
the ·country was very muddy. In fa.ct, we st arted from Dallas i 
the morning and had supper at Johnson Station - only half wa 
here. · 

• • • • 
· . . IT WAS MAY 16, 1856 when w~ arrived in Fort Worth an• 
we lived first in a log cabin unde.( a .big live··oak tree· on:--~ spo 
later covered by the Criminal Courts Building (now the· Crimina 
Justice Building, 200 E. Belknap) . It was said that. the cabi· 
had been used by the soldiers }?efore they left. Just a few yard 
away from ~s stood the flag pole used _b~ th!D:· It was made o 
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MRS. W. A. SCHMIDT 
4812 MORRl AVENUE . 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 761 03 

Well and· Part of Sto11e Fort 
Are 0~1Yt. Relics of Military 

In va·aers' Brier ··settlemellt 

I. Orumbling remains of old Fort Worth. The wall ia said to be pa.rt of ~ atone corral the.$. 1111'~ 
rounded the officers' quarters, . 1 

Ourb of the old well that served the officers of Fort Worth in 
the early '60s, -

. ~~ 

~t\ 
1 

Monument erected at the approximate center of the old fort 
the Daughters of the American Revolution. The small obel 
at the rig·bt marks the site of auothor woll, dlacovorod in e:i 
vating for the monument, 'l'o the rea.r is the Criminal Oou 

Building. ------------

.::H~-< r, UKC. Q. -i~ u ZI -fc 
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OJd Fr~n~an's Wf}l 
\1.:~~~,~~pFf f.!!~T~la~ei 
Worth:.S oldest historical land· He b'ullt the tombstones tor the i 
marks, Is being saved for -poster- gravt-s of the children of Maj. Rip· 
tty. ley E . Arnold, commandant of the 

The old stone well. built In 1849 fort, in what la now· Fort Worth's 
to serv~ the dragoons garrisoning Pianeer Re9t. Other samples of 
the fort on the bluff overlaoklng h\s skill stand in the Acton bury• 
the Trinity, now occupies 1l- spot In ing ground'near Granbury, and In 
an l\lley just west of the county the old Rock ·Church cemetery 
jail . near Bluffdale. 

It is now being dismantled by Dr. Howard said today that 
Marvin and Obie Leonard, on preservation of the old well marks 
whose lend it stands, and will be the first phase of the city's forth· 
moved to a spot cm the northwest coming 1949 centennial activities. 
corner of Courthou11e Squerr. The historical 11oclety already 

The workers on the job alread)' hu proposed ·a new park just 
, have cored out the well . They will north of the old Van Zandt home 
number each stone as It Is tal1cn ht thr. edge of Trinity Pe.rk tor 
out so that t.!1e well, In !ls new the p11rpo9e ot erecting 11. replica , 
pasition, will be exactly as It was o! t. he fort which the Second 1. before. Dragoons used In 1849 on cCJUrt· 

The Leonard brothers vohm• hou8e h111ff. 
teered to pay the cost, or rl'movnl I "The project, If carried out, i 
when the Fort Worth Historic,al , would be in conjunction with the 
Society req11csted that the lnnd• IP ark Department," said Dr. How· 
mark be presrrveJ. ard, "but the society hopes that 

According to Or. Rex z. Howard, other Fort Worth ~irms will tekr. 
vice prrsiclr.nl of the hii;torica l \.11P. same srn·t of 111teri,11l In the 
group, the well was first. )mown as tort 1111rk that the Le~nards have I 
"Solcller·11 well" bllt was later call- 1n prcs4:rvl!;S" tlt_e well. 
ed I<'renchman'a w~H. bocnuso ll I 
was built by a Dr. Gonnough, who 
came to the Cort here from Icarla, ! 
a French settlement near the pres- I 
ent town of Jt:stln. 

Dr. Gonnough'a hobby was stone 
masonry. He used a style he 
learned in France, and his work 
still adorns several cemeteries In 

. chte. 
r· . '".'• . . . .- a,; 

J e.WSign~ Pqiilt Way Now 
t1~{fp Fren~hman's··W ell Here 

,II ,.II ... ,,If ,_ 

DAR Chapter Plac.:s ' 
Marker At Old Well 

~·! t~,{~ ' >.-.: ______ . 

;-~Jfe! : ~gna .;iii g~lde 1oii.0 no·w-lf 
fOlf , '.ari hitereated-to Frenchm11°i\'s 
,Well, in an alley where '.l'n7lor Stroet· 
'Jloi!N fro111 Belknap Streot towa~d 
tl;ae ',1,'rinlt7., · , · , 

~~;;-;1,t the well 111p11e11rs a •hrn : : ·, 
i. . , F81re~chmon a Well, 1SG7, m11rked 
. .,1; , ~ -Flaa-a Chapter, D. A, R ," 
... •An arrow point• · from Dclkuap 
§trcet to the wcll'H Iota tion, ' 
" a'ho wel! ~taclf h113 b~Jln · filled with 
ca~t~ lo_ni:: s1nce, pcrhllJ)S to keep curi
_ous , <:h1ldre11 frmn· falling into the 
tihn!t. But• t~c hin~•ahnpcd masonry 
cover-like II cathedral cry11t-stn11<1s 
10 feet Jligh, n monument to II mnn 
~~oRe ~urnum·e 11Iouc survh·cs. . 

Old•t!mer11 recoil hearing thnt a 
stone ll!nso1_1 nomc<l Bnrbec migrute(l 
to Te:i:_as wit~ the French colony thnt 
settled ot old Frl'nch Town five miles 
west of D11llns. Barbee mo;cd further 
wes~wnrd, ·built a stone schoolhouse 

on 'l'~ylo1·, neur Belknnp Street, nml 
then lie ere<)ted 4 Htoue heuse for llim
relf und fnmilY, 
· l'roh11bly he already hod dur: the ·rtu, but ho at l111t, at th\' l1el11ht of ht a crnftsmanehlp, constructed the 

ve-shaped cover with 11 11tout benm 
at its apex. The bc11m, though worm
_cKten, atllL supporta tho rusty 1mlley 
that muat have been ad,lc,I liomc ycau 
after :Uurbco d111t the well. 
· . M:embcrs of the Six F lngs Chnpter 
first leurncfl or the well's existence 
through ,vu1le H. 'l'111111er. 17:25 Fifth 
Avenue, whos_e ,lnu.;hter, •'!rs. Clnude 
f,. Drennon, is n chn11ter mcmhl'r. 

Mrs. W. I'.· Domlry of Six l!'lngs, 
Chnpter, . cbuirmnu or. her orguni:in• 
tlo~ s stale committe€ for the prcser
vnt1on of historic spots, hns Jed in 
the.i;nov!l to mark the,75-yenr-old well,, . 

I! lowers ~ave been set out at the · 
well's. buse, nud Mcxfcnn cbilclrcn 
nearby hove promisc(i to tend them. 

~ 

On West Belknap Striiet, at- the 
head• of Taylor Street, a. n£-Wly 
erected 11tgn polntq l!Qfth ip 1111 
old pioneer well, 

At tho well Is 11, rnar.ker ret,cllng 
"Freucbman'a Well, ls"57," '£'bla 
wa.a pl!).ced there r~cenUi l>f ·tq~ 
~Ix Flags Chapter, PAR-, 

The well w111 erected lly a Mr . 
Ba.J'bee, who !lll&rate4 to · Toia.e 
Wllh the liirencl} ·colony U1llt ·1E1t
tled at the old French Town about 

, (Ive miles west ot Dalla.■, accord• 
I Ing to Howard W, Pea.jc. 

Barpee was a stonE) m~son a11d 
ereoted 11, 11chool building -near 
where Taylor Street -lnttirsaei11 I 
llelkJ11u1. He a.l110 built 11, stone , 
re11la~nce, ju11t 11outh pf tl:111 WElll, 

, 'fhe Willi tou.nqat1911 ll~l'Yl!a for 
the present bulldlµg th!lre. 

i . +he well was on hl11 gla.i:e 11,nd 
, wa.11 Pl.lilt In th 11tYlEl o~ I.lie }lom(l, 
. lan4 In F1•apce, with a bee hive 

r-nvt-1 r . T hn Ill t~nnrv v.' :'lit Rrl wPil 
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Q~d Frenchman's Well 'T ~- - ~,;7,-:;i_.·, I?- Pl~, , vccupy .i,..ew ace 
I Frenchman'• Well. onP. at F'orl lthi11 ■l'ction ot Tex11.11 . I 
Worlh'1 oldut hl11Lorlc11l land· He bulll lhe tomlls-lonea for the : 
mark,, l1 beini 1&1•ed for po1ter- gravu ot thf' rhlldrl'n ot Maj. kip• 
lty. l11y E . Arnold , COlllflllltldanl ut the 

The old atone well, built In I 84.9 , tort , in whal ia now l.o'orl Wol'lh'8 
to 11erve the dragoon,i g11rrisoning I Pioneer Rt•!IL. Olher 111mplf"B or 
the tort un the blurt overlooking I hi ■ skill atand in I he Acton bury• 
the Trinity, now occ1111les I 11rot In ling gr-ouncl • nrar (irH nhury, lilld In 
an alley Juat weal of the county lhe old Roc k · Church cemetery 
Jail. near Bluffdale. 

Tl is now b1•1ng dlsnutnl It'd by Or. Howard sa ld to1l11y that 
Marvin and Obie 1.eonard, on I prest>rvatlon of I he old well 111arka 
whoae lend It 11tanc\s, an ,I will be\the f1rat pluuP. of lhe l:ily'a forth• 
movi.d lo a spo t on the northwtsal coming J0W rcnl.,nniul aclivitlea. 
cornr.r of Courtho1111e Square. I The hl11loflcal 11nclety 11lready 

Ttle work era on l he job alrr11cly has propntil'd a new park j1111l 
have cored 0111 I.he wrll . They will norlh uf tht! old V1tn Zandt ho1ne 

1
1 
numher euch titone u It 111 i.ak•~n J In thr• edge of Trinity P•rk for 
out 110 that the w,•11, In ita 11ew , the purpose of erl'l'llnl( • r11plica 

lp11111llun, will be ei.a r: lly aa It wa11or the rort which Iha St•t·on<l 

lb«-fore. Dragoon:1 11:<l"d In 18-tli on caurt- 1 
The Leonard bn,llwrH volun• hou.-i..i bluff. 

tei,rl'd to p11.v the uu~I or rt>1nol'al I "Tilt! proJ1•i:l, If e11rri1:d 0111, ; 

IWllt'll the 1:o'ort ,~•,wth Hlisturln•I , wo11lll be In , ·,11-1J1111t:1 1011 with lht: I 
8ucii-ly req11, ·:1 I ed thal the J1111d- I P11rk 01:p11rl 111e11l ." •aid Dr. l-loll'· i 
11111.r-l, tie pni,;i•1·v .. ,l. 1aril, •'hut lhP ,.,.ddy ho[lPII th a t I 

1 ... i:cnr,ilng 111 or. Krx z. Howard.-! other Fort Wnrtll hrms will Lakt I 
i v1q1 preaithinr nf I he tilator(~Tl I he a11111e ■url or intci c11t hi 111 '-' \ 
l llrn11p . the wnll w11 a (jnl kn(!Wll''ltlljtorl 111uk _lhHl lhl' Lt>~1111rda hav,i I ".S,u,t\j,' r '11 wi,ll' ' b1 1 ll'~S ~~~.I' 11- : lo pn•~<:!'Vl~li I tw wdl. 
ed ll1r .. 11AAA1•n'1 \1.:.1:!ll;: hlM•~lt , 

1
1 wu trnllt ll)' a Dr. flonn qugh, who I · -

411,111e to the tnrt here from ,~aria, 
I a ~enr.h utllemenUillf'J.Uwi~ 
~11m .oJ J4~i1n • I 

Dr. µOQJM)~&l:•J>Qhh• rsd ..-e 
m~ · He 1111ed a style he 
Je11rncd In France , end his work 
1tlll arlorns ael'eral cemetl'rlea In 

- - ·-.::-----~--------....J 
:·N, ew Signs Point Way Now 
· ... ·1,0 Frenchman'~·-Well Here 

lln( '11!1111 wiil iuhle Jou uow-lf 
J'OII u~ lnterratl'd-lo .IJ'n11chQ1u1'11 
Well, 1u au 111ley wb11n Ta7lor f:Hreet 
•lupe. from Belknap llltoe~ t01"'A\'d 
tbe '1'rhll11. 
· .At tbY w.JI lllJJ.!~.ar• ■ , .1111: -

"ll'rt11cl11iu111'11 Wtlll, ""11 milr~ .. 
~W,;ll'i.,~et,~-.... 11.l.._l. 

I11 arrow poi11t1 from llellrnap 
@trtiet to the well'• locAllon. ' 

Thu well i111elf ha11 llctsu tlllcd with 
o■ ,~~ Joni: wine!', ~rh111~ lo kt:e11 curl
nua . aJ,ildn,11 frm1•- l8llill!r hllo th• 
11h11tt. l!11t th., bil·e-11b11t)4XI n1118 ~11ry 
,·over-like II culbe,lr11I ~r)'j)l·-b"t~nds 
10 fttt hi1;I,, a IJlulllllllCUt lo a JnLIII 

who"'' Hu rn to 111t: 1110111: 1,11n· i \'e ij . 
O14-tilucru recall liearlni thc.t a 

••• IIIUUll 11&-ffieol Barbee 111inateJ 
lo ~•euH wilp 1he J.,'reocb colony tb"t 
"',(lied 'at ol,1 Jo'rench Towo, five 1'.1il,~ ,...._,pt. Dallaa. Bar~ ,moved farth.H . 
we.i~, b!UU ,& _8P J!MN'!l,ll!W 

011 ~J'.lit~~.;;t''r ~~!knfe\ ,~11·cet, and 
tbeu be I•• "8111 a■ f1r bltu· 
.elt lind family, · 

l'tohably h11 11lre11dy h11d dur the 
Woll, but he ■ t 111st, 11t th11 hcl11bt uf 

1111 ■ crdummn1hl11, 0011,tructcd tla• 
1lve-eh■ 11eu en"ur wltb • ■ioui b111un 

at It, a110•. Tl111 be11111, thouab worm· 
tllleu, ■IIU, au1111ort11 tho r1111ty i1111ley 
that 11111,t hue beun atlJutl 11Ulll11 ,ear■ 
after llurbee dui; the w,,JI. 

!ile1ubt!r11 of thl' t!h J,"'101:1 Cb11pter 
first lc•11r1wd c,r Ilic well"d ll¥i81t:11Ct: 
'~•"&'h ,v,111c H 'l',"'r.-c-r.-:l'i'2!'i l~il'tll 
Avenue, whu8t: ,la111:h1c1·, Mrs. Clu11,lu 
L. Ilreu,u,n, iH u ..!1111,tllr l'lu-111lwr. 

M tll , W, I~. llvwdry of !Six },'lug& 
(?1111 /•lcr, du11r1111111 or her or,:11uiu• 
ho~~ ■lute cu111111ittee fo r tbi, proi•er
nttlun of Li•tori.: 11(,o>llii, hk11 led In 
tlle ,move !o m11rli 1he 7:'..i-yeu-old well . . 

f. luwer• han, Leen 1,et out ■t the 
ell'& b11.1111, an,I hfoxlca11 ebiltlre11 

nearby bavu prunii~ctl to tl'lld tllem. , 

d. fu Lt>--d ½-1« ,...j j Jl.u,...._ ~ 
aA.- ~c.« ~ ~~ 

.,II ..II . ,If 

DAR Chapter Places 
Marker At Old Well 

............... 
On We11t Bellrnn atroet, a.t the 

head or 1'a.ylor Street, a - newly 
orocted ••1n J)O)llt4 11wu1 JQ "" 
old rloneer well, 

A the wull I• " mark'1r rc111.1tlng 
"l•'ru1.1cl.rn11rn'1 Well, W,,.,' 'l'hll 
Wll• fllH)lld \here recc11iITi by u,. 
Six Ji l•t• Ql)a.µLer, PAR. 

'fhe well wa1 ereoted bJ a Mr. 
llu.rbea, who 1111"rlllo4 '" ;r"n.• 
with tqe }lrenol1 Col9oy ttiaL till· 
tied at the old t,'runch 'l'own &bout 

1 ~Ive mllH weat or Dalla11, aoc<,rd• 
___ ....u,lJi LQ .. llliW&.r.d....W. P.fl&k, _ 

llarbep "1111 I llQnl~ IIJIUOll iand 
creo(ttd e. 11choQI llulhlln s n111H" 
where Taylor fHreet lnt@r&ollu. l 
Delkn~p. J-ifl al1Q IHillt 11, 11ta11e . 
ro11Jite11ce, ju11t 11011 t)l ~r ll~tt 11111!. 

.. 

1 Tbe w11ll :ou11d,.111-111 •11rn• for 
: the pre11e11t bulldl11i there. 
j Thft Wedi wa.11 on bl11 pl1,ce 11,~d 

WH b\lllt In th tlYlft or 11111 \IQlllO· 
. lanq In li'1•11p1;e, wlllt .;, !,oe hlv1t 
cover. 'file m1iio11ry waa 110 w .. i, 
co11J1tr11cto1I U10 cover 1111llll Ill al~ I 
mo11~ 11\lffdc, con41Uou. 

Mrs. ll, M. Kel110 1tnd MIiii Mar~ 
tha Darnall cow1,1011ed thtl e<,m~ 
lllHtoe 111 char&;o ot placlpg tl)a 
n1arker at tbe well. 'l'hey b1u11 
a.loo laid out flower bed11 arol.nd 
tbe Willi. . 

Mrli. W. P. Bowdry, wl10 lo a 
m umbo1· of tho cbavter and 11ttlte 
ch11lnu11.u or the co1111ultl11e for 
tltt1 iirn~u1·vat1011 or hlatorlc ■Pvtll, 
a1111ldted Uu, committee tu c:h•r¥•· 

.,. "" -"' I 

I 
; I 

.. .. .. - ··· ·•- - 1.j 

, ., . .. 
• I • • • • 



Mies Martha Darnell, 
J Chap.Chm.Daughters-
·! •· · .•.• Amer•n Revolution-
.\. . . 1908 Fifth Ave, \• . . . 
:·:-~>::.- _Fort Worth. 
•if·: ··. 
. ;: . . ' / .; My dear Miss Darnall: 
:.•• . 

~ ~-; •' ' : ' 

~PffAJ D ( 71 § 
Georgetown,Texas 
September the 23 

I 9 3 2 

Replying to youre of the 21st, 

) ~ :· The well of which you speak was erected by a Mr Barbee about the yea1 
:, . , .'·· . 1857 .He was a Frencbman,and migrated to Texas with the "French Colony 
';' . : · who settled old French town about five miles west of the city o! Dal-

. ~;\ --:.-;: las.Mr Barbee was a stop..£; mason,and erected a school building about 
_:/ . ·''. where 'f'aylor Street but'§' · in to Belknap. · 

:_- ; _. _. : 1: · ·:\ "-- He also built a home just in 
):\ .J:_;;_-. front of thie well.I recall having drunk from this well when but a 
(~\ . / ;··=" child.Aleo recall that it was a perfect piece -of masonry,conatructed 
t t~'./<: ot atone and concrete,and the covering stood some five or six feet a
;'i{(l\i•f"·l:· ,•· bove the ground,and was rounded off in the shape of a Bee Hive. 
l, _':/ ' :-·: i The 
:r·:/J},• ·-. soldiers ot the Fort had left some four.t&KJI years previous to the con, 
:1/./ . . etruction o! the well. 
~: . :.. . : ·: 

'1, ·,1i: ·· . .. 
~ :r;'i, ~- .' ' • I. 

d! 1 , . 

I ht-··1.t ti L-, 

<-1 f ~ i. lv~ 
/L·-- C'yu.~y 

1- 0--{). i 
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FORT WORTH I S FIRST 'NATER SYSTEM 

A lone hooded well, Corner Bluff and Taylor 

S~ree~e, ie reminiscent of ezrly Fort Worth 

life·. The old roqke, of _ whtch it is construci-c 

. ·· edc. are all intact, . just as they· were when 1 t 

wa s · 1h .act 1 ve use in the family of Captain Ed , 

Terrell; the first white man to set foot in .. 
Tarrant CoU:ntY:' · 

-Capta_in Terrell ·built his early home on the site 
l a.nd 

where the. well is located, the/,ta:&& extending 
.· , ~ 

to the Trinity on the hotth. The history of the 

old well is_ rather unauthenticated. From the best 

information obt.ai~able 1 t was never used by the 

, City as a source of water supply, although it is 

understood that Captain Terrell allowed many persons 

and families to use the water from the well - neighbors 

~nd friends who lived nearby. 
. of Texas Street, · 

Miss Ada Gambrelli the daughter of ¥.r. and ~e. John O. 
,, t 

'-Gambrell, .· pioneers in Fort Worth, recalls that the old 

city wells were farther east,just near the present Criminal 

Courts building, and that the Ed Terrell well was there 

when her parents located in Fort Worth in I869. She knew 

that it h~d been built many years before that time. 
·• · 

Oe.ptai,n and Mrs. Terrell erected a concrete story and a 

half house OJl · their lot, and early Fort Worth citizens 

Qoa rde~with them - I.Carb, J.Sarnuels, FrankBall and 

others. The house wa:;: 1'3.zeg r! . o-0od many years ago to allow 
for .. t2..e w1ifp.~•"'- 2I -~ /Z ..... ?..~ . ~.~-~"~~!. . .. ··· --.... -··"'-·· _. ___ - , ........... .. . 

MRS. W. A. SCHMIDT 
4812 MORRIS AVENUE 

FORT WQRTHi T~XAS 76103 



MRS. W. A. SCHMIDT 
4812 MORRIS AVEi'JUE 

fORT WORTH, TEXAS 761Oa 
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rviRS. ·w. A, ··sci--ffillDT · 
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. 1o1uL.u ·_u11J. I u,u .. n.[r(h i ··.·1 l'~tlr.~r:~•.·::~ 
.. ··nffo··~:.:.:'.':~l~n-nr~ ~·~Fii ·~nr -:·J'i'n{/e11.,.. 

;' 1v1ua}\Jtttl~iJ Jtf¼n: i 'fiL ·· 1dl°?u ·t .,. ,~ r ••. I ·a . , .,..,. .,~ ....... z ..... .. ·'/-<;A-.>:-- · . V·-,.... ~ .. ~/ I . - ....._,~: .. · .. ,.:~,•· .. 
Tu \ht' J'C<lltor or Th~ n .. ~.or,1:·· ··• .. 1 hll~d r, r c tr ntl . .,.t to be · aolcc1l, but 

Wh~n · ~•Ii f!r11t !;~(;Ill• tho J>1'l>t~r.L 1 nr, ~, · -,01.11<1 hellOVI' tbht he ~oul<l 
· .! · ha.vo Nl•, )11 1,1,r•oui1:h Ill\ that lcno~k1n11, 

6.g11ln11t t,,e dt11111cr11tlon or ! ho o!tl .Cort In thr iw ,r n •,, 1~ 1 went '.to · tho liltrh1., 11 
~II• ·hy tho oroct.lon o[ ll Jal '. ••11 It. t-f to ~~t \,r,..11 II !'"Ht,' kileplng. ·.ani ey.., on 
n m11ctl111\· or ll lot or .wcnlrn "'"' :, .Co,.- ,ho. ()l)n111ll11llu,l [enco. 0 .Tl1~ . c:arpr.nt.or 
1nc11, wlL11 011, . counf.,v r.u1o,u1i:s:sJo,uu·11. rumn hy ~un-u1, 1\11<1 · 11\06.r lciok 1n1; 
l. In tho lnrllgnll.llon ur tlu: rnn.,,,,nt. wh~ ro th~ ,· , •clC1nfl llll.l lltruclr, n.ncl (!,.,,. 
.. a111: •·Jt )'CU 'l\'On; t llPt~u ' " 119, nn ,I my · h11~• •01Ht. while 1 "''1\8 hlol<l en but 
1,u1. tllot J:1.ll thoro, wo wlll l <.· 11r II clown wlthln ""''J' .-nr-s hnt. 'l'om · lool<oil ,1p 
•- [ wellrh,d n l,itchot ,h.,to,·o Cn \· ri"°' onrt 111tlrl " why, t.111Jnr, wh1>.t'11 thl' · 1nnt-
1'ntlon cl \cl , 11r,d lu,vc not fori:t•lt ;•n lh,> t,,,. witl·, th" ff'nr<!?'' .Anrl hll w:iuJi ,,d 
~rt." • l h11. ,1 11c thnUll'ht nC n rr;;t,rtc,~ hla h:inol:i ur1 hn,•ini; 11.ny relation to 
r••PllRtln!; It and ,lhl r•,:,t lhlnlt how hail the m ll tt<'r nncl ~llld "lhnt couuln (•C 
th1<t etalflm<lnl "''nllld look In ;,r•nt. vouru di<! It." llofore noon my ht•~
h,,t er r .. n,lly history ! \\· ····· ~,r11d, h,uul ·w11,. 1,,,., 1t Ir: )1lr,1 lnw c,rr1<-o Ill· 
" · tth thn 11:r.itlarlt)· o( 11111 mnth••• e ftrr•t 1.(> n<lllltt t,, '"" bll~lnaNS. l w ·l\fl IHq ·. p~• 
J•rom)ltr.<J t.h& UA(l Ot' the h1>.tN•~· :n nhout ml· , .. ,..~e t1 olc) wnrlr. 11.nd 1·,,,,, 
tho.t llm,:,, 1111,t tho prn:1ent. Or;;;-:«1 w=-v. J•'1 1.lln1c up a. ·ctoeo •plillll~ 

.A" au n.:crl11.,,'\.tl 1Ju ot n1:,, nnrlh:-n : 'lc·,d t'-•ll ~~ " wht, •11 1'hU lrorn thQ ,;ornar or thn 
-.r.t.!on.._ I de\:l<Jn to · 1:u.1H" t; h~ :,:el\'lcnt hou~•~ 1., l t,11 olrect nncJ then do,-.•n tu 
<.:n LO th,, ff"''\l)lh~ ' ot l;,,orl \\ .. orth lo th1 1 hor.1.10 l•lL · 
l>rOvo ti'lHL tJ,,, er.ernal flln,•.I!~ nt 1111111:11 Dud; y:tr·ol~ ••1111 J :,1111 · n r11 · n iiatur,il 
I" 1u1.· 1nhnrn r,rlnclpl<' · in ,,w /,C1 :,r• .. no,!,,~11lt )•, : .,.,_ tho mor o vr1vato they 
'-Vh"'-h"r I.hi! th ing lo I.In fl\lL on ·•~ h i- uro llH, t,o,(:,· r . . .. 
l.'l t lon la " jllll or 11, t>rl••nlt> luu•k .1·;11·•!. Aur,th,,r 11•• 1~ lilt ot hbtnry: Tho 
I llnd m·o,·.,,1 trom tho thnbcrt:.1 ,,., , ,.,_ won•r.11 or , .• ,,. .• \\'orth nH . exr,lo.lHcol Jo 
VY of 1-:,wt '.l'oxall, where, wo J,nd ~i;cot·,~ ,, l:Ltle :\1· (i.-J-, u ~hort tlll\8 J< J\'O tor lho 
... .,~ .. ""'' vlnN1 for sbolt~r rro111 ' '"' l' ~l!er ot ,11~ u ,·,; t nof!Lly J:)f!fJi•lo We, ('Y•· r 
.. un, 11.•irl to rn,mr" the 11rl\'n,, y or n<1r 1, ,.,1 In For, \ \·u r•h ori;ta11t 2·c <1 tho AMa'-
1,.,n,e train t:llmr.r,. und goc•·~ nlo n1:, l':l:i.1<1 ,• Ch;u· t.1,•~ 111 ,cl by building h 11u:,o:1 
t ltn 11l:rnf';;t. nnd flrttt _lived In u. hou 1'i~, ~1,, var.~lut 1t>1 ::. h:iyhu:- Af'l"', ·!1:;: J ~·,a."'i, in~.'l 
1.hA.t . hr..lo,,g,..d lo my brotlH·r, T(. ~i . , .-'Id• ~•:~~:1 • ,_ ,,") :1 1or tho houua, moth4•1 ~. 
•vn n Zn.n•lt, nn thtt L:oclt w r~c ro I!, ir:. I ..,,,,.e t ook r11 r•• ot 1':0V't--rn.l fi\n\Ula:.. 1 !in· 
We•• IJ r<'<•l, l1otel now 11tn1uh1, Ar•,,,., county turn1>< hi n1: on.ch " f\lnl\11 amoo11t ' 
r, i ,i month:, ot l\nxlo1111 wnltlnr;- m y hus- uC-mon,•y l•) ,. , .. lho grocory l>IIL On,, . '"""l bou~ ht a lot Jn t!ll! 111• l>u,·hn oC r1<ln!ly I r,,,,,..,,,(,~r con11l,.tod ot ,~ pa,,._, 
th., lllll<1 l••Yl"n ,11111 bu lit us n Jlr"t"n• ;y,:ud f"lhoa·. " mother and - thrf!o chll-
11n11, hom~, on tho corn"r oC Slxr.h ,trrn, t,n th" ,,u;,r,brt or whom 1hr 
nn~ T,111t•nr, the i;urdon bcln,: wh11re l C'ounty El°'"°" J;; i. month-'1 oach-:wul 
thl' Elka' llulldlni; no,Y 11tnntle !hl'y w,, , . ., 1<"lll•1it Hloni: comrortahl ,·. 

Thl11 "'' n" o," rlrat twO•Rti:>ry bulltl- 1.1,il tho11r. c,,unlr comniJ11.~1011ern l\l :;u 
hue In Jr,., ,t Worth t•)r tW(I ,Yl'llrll, 1\\\1: ~ol. IL l1Ulhlh11; "~" In tt11,!r bonnf!tll aud 
th,i lumbe.r w,u haulocl from \Vnod • ll"c hlod tu 11., ,. ,. " uc,r courlhoufte. f;r 
c:t,nnty In "X' wuirnnlS, Thn IJn•: lt ynr<l i "our:u-., oil ,v,•r•·• <lollghled n.t tho 111,..,1 wnft deoorh ~rd wllh lhe u"unl nmllll i ror lh<'I I.IM ,, ,.,~ un,t IJnrned down "'' ' 
hnune-H, l)h.\'n~. · htn-hou,.-e, chlc?..: r= ~1 ! we u1uot lrn,·u 1t. 11c,"I ono • . Wo won1,,11 
c.oor,,., ,p,t1? •• n\,111t>lutel.Y ·ncc:~:,•tnry Cor ? ua,~c r fUL\V 1111,~ t·our,f)ctlon botw6it'n '.hu 
o. 11ub1J1·ba.n a•f' ."'1hhu1co, . whf".rO ;1 cu,v, • n c.• w 4•<,arl huu,co und thn- AftROcliltf'tt 
1,nr"" l\n•I c-h i.,kP. 11 wen1 kcr,t. but wa s . Cl111rltt~ -, Unlit w,, wont to ·d~a.w .,1, ., 
not pn.rl.lcnlurl.v he1t1.1tlC11l for r,~h lhl- : us,,a I " .ll (m :, ., .. .. c,,r •~·roi,orlN1 ,ma w,-.rn I 
l.i(ln, l•'or 111011thu ~, ., rnJo.;-~J 1o11r n(IW •a~tounc,o,1 "·1,,,,. w,, wrru told U1nl t •• <'I 
Ji"""~ hut h :1<1 110 t<'.r.cl', """ wh,.novt :· c10mml:•~lr,1,,·· r.~ h11 ,i <1eohle6' to Uftfl "" 
l "'""r. In I ho h11,.1,,y 11r<\ .,1,,, t\:it)t.' . • !J).l.t ,~ . .'tl (' r,, r1Hml:v 111c•11 (\,, .(ur . 1> vor. J•~OJ.ll ,, 
('!oth.,.N, te••,t rt,ll'lccn", •· :\c, •~·,,i w,,orl until \!1,iy w1•11 L h• tlio· poor' fa.rm, J. 
:rrnnt (ht\ '\'t)Ot'l;1tlr,. I k::"t't"· J " 't\~ In beillt( 1,rc:,1u,1 11 t. ,,· r.ut f\t CH!<:(' to ono ur 
tnll v(o,w , , r nil my nt'l(thl>or,.. ,f:i~t t,h& oeo ,111 :·ol N~I""' '" ,. who llvc:4 In tow11, 
th i,il( o( II, Ill}' hn~trnncl',i or!lt-e. w,.,, to i,rolc,:; t, ,\ b~. thn rulings ot th, , 
n,·cr my h,·otlonr',o slor<1 on tho H<jll:tri, , · .,,, 111ml11:• l11nor;; ,. ,.(\ ll!<n· th<1 111.Wll or I 
1111,1 1 r.<'lnl,1 H•ie him trom tho kll.rhon .1 :hu .',lm!ri< nro,l ) ' ,,relRIIH, nnd thu p our 
wl,ulow when h" turnl',1 Into thn hn:trl I 1,<,01110 n1nsL ~•:,n·n •H go tn tho poor• 
,:,( Hnu11ton ,it ree l com In it homn ai: ! 1,,:,u <"<o until c 1, .. nnw courthoueo · vm11 
O<IOll. nn(] know h wn.• limo to tako lit> : Clnt~hed. I lool< II II tho l' llllO ot . thn di·......... • : t,unlly 111entlo11,•,I, :1,ot..l n>tkoll. how 111uc ll 

l-'\11 :dly It w11,o <1ee1clnd to h:l.vc n. i il wonl<l coi,t ,,,.. cuunl l' It th")' wonl 
71\1' ,I f'lll<'<', u n ,1 \\·h\l., tho \<ton oC hn,·- I lo 1!1<, llOV I" !'.:,rm . Tho r~1,l:,, t,Cl•n" 
ln(f. n. wltlln ,,,.ltlng frnc~ t,)r tha fror,t • 11rom11 1iy: "I""'" ,:lnl lni•11 ouch, i:::r tor 
,·111·<1 hrou,~hl :.n r•vnrwh0Jn11n1~ ~ell~ <• nC : 1110 whol~ Cun, : 1• ·. .In vain l plc111ded. 
tu~uty nntl nJ"'ll11lnnc:.e. tho urlvn.c.v [ 'i thn 1nu11wcr t.•:l,nl' nt:aln! .. No, \Vft n.ro 
,vould ltnVr, lu 1th'1 luu,tc yn.r(l nppoo.ln,I : J;nlnf,;' lll b\lll rl "r>11111111nent whll,. wn 

---- -- -·---
uu1 1>011~ll>l1Ttio, of our clli- , ... , . ., 11: "' · 
'l' hoy , li:1,-.,,. dono ,., I\\Uth ,,,., , ,, , , .. 
Vaftt YNlr l :i , n, .. woy ,:,f unr): '""'r,, ,·,, 
m11flt null, pl0.>'1no11n<l 11np.,rv l• '"" \lq , 
Wtt wor11 wn.Ulug tor the ,,.,, ... : ,11••·•" ~ ::i 
ot •th., 'l<:e111nler pll\n, \Intl , lhP •· •:• , to! •; 
rrcupMato ' :,, .lltllo.. Thur,.rnr ,,. ·1hn ,, ,,. 
oo\tnCcment lh11t lhn r.r.,mn, ,,:, lnnr,r ·, 
hnd houirht our hlst.orlc "ll<>l c,,r :, ! ·,:, 
11lto cnruc to "" lllte a cl:lp o[ 1,,un t.,, ,· \ 
out ()( " r.l<."l' hkY . 

i'cr11 ri nnlly, 1 think o,,r c'>n1t o.! · .. •Ion• 
or• .nnd JuUrre 1:i;rnwn n, . ., hnr1 :•.•l ' n , •. ; : 
r.on1111lontloU11. 11.nd think lh~ ~· a,.,. w•,rl< • 1 
In~ :for .' the bo~t l1lt1>rr.~1 r, o( .,, ., 1nw11 I 
'""' county, · hut I C~f'I Jlho pr o, •. , rq~ . ,.,~ 
J'l"HUA •Iii\ on the orne,. : "Lrnt h ·r, r•,; - . 
gtv11 .!11•.m, tor · thay kl\OW IH'I. r,h11t ; 
lb.,y <10:, ." . · , ,vnt 1tat the, lo:,,nl cl!l7.111lA r· n.l i,,·,- I 
Jlll}'er., troin tll., oiut11rn to !h ·, .. ,- ,• :-:- I 
fl':rn, 1rn1n.: lhtLuortb<'lru to tl,1 , ,, ,,11 ;,.!"J .. : 
orn houn,lnrl~~· or nu,: r ~1m\,1· ,, ,, ,Ir 1,1 
llrKln,r lhRt · l?IO ja.11 ~lln bfl 1 11 \1 )1" .! 
w~et llntll It· hn:t ~li; Thrnrkmor1 .. ,, ,,,, . , 
<l\lr city l•~ 11llOWl'tl • l<> "" h~:111111 .. 1 Hnd 
irlorlrlcd null) !here 11hnll n « l ,.,. , , ··· 
l\h\1lher fln ll th . or th"' 1'(11:,inn :\11•1 ,·q,,, .. 
llne A whJn n,::in run.)· chn,u:;·~. ,, . ,:. •' 
fool' MVf!.!;__._:~fi.; .J:_~~'.-JA H \' I!>. -~-· 

t" m" o,•iin 111or.,, \Voll wJ,nn t ""' • aro in ofClco ti1al r1111 women WIii n.11 
frnnl. 7nr,l "'"" ronce/1 It .;,.,. .. n. thln1: . ho r,rou,I or." Th~r ,lltl build I\ monu-
or 1.,~,.nty-n,1thlng llko· It. In tow,;., mcnt wtth tho ' r "'"""" o'? tho ,:or~or • 
My ('ot1nln, ,.,,.,, O,•g,in. wn, n. c-nrrw:,- . :; tur,o, "" dtho """"r.1"1..,,1 Chnrlll'l~ d,M
t,.,r ,uul 11.n th"' t•)neo :rrew ,.,n :nU n,1. ~ t.u11,l"-d t,ecauno •wf' ,~nulcl not do lhe, ~i 
mlrl'(l ftn,1 1011J<>>'"'' It, 'f,'lna.lly t!11,' wnrlt llTid Pav "II lllo mon"Y, too. 1• 
biv·k r.l rl"' ('l"or wn~ ro11.chcd n.nc\ tho , "'hllo tho ,.,,,.,.,.,~,lr,non hulld their \ 
t,.n·i, y Ill.ti" whlto r~11r.e wntt cr<'<'r,1,11:, monumentt< with !h~lr n11.m<1~ U1<1r~on, 
J:-'"t the h ou""· 'rhan I ;,rotc,-, t-,d. : lout wnmen bn,l 10111{<111~ IC. not votee, \ 
•f>tol'," J ""'''• "T wnnt I\ clo~o 1•lank nnrl Ute ;· .wnro not ro•clected at the 

:t~nco from n,,_ houe<' ti> t.ha bo.,·n;• hnt : 11c1< t et,,cllon. I , 
th11 cnrp!'ntr.r nn,t tl,11 h\111bnn<1 B»l•l. I \Vr. lhl n l( Lh,, i>ltr .1 ... 11, bf!~l<l<!S being j j 
"th1R ,~ 110 mn,·h pr~.t.t111r, n.nd wo wJll i in tho wro fl ;,;• 111 :" '"· Js •• wo.nton "·astG I • 
b~itln lhll elo"" r11ncn whon WCI rfl;\Ch • o r tho poropl"'" "'""'ll' bolh h~CllU~e de; 
the cnw pon," I ~nl(I tho hnek 1,r.nl 11-.nt\011 f;\rtTI,. t,11,•P !,,..,n 1.r11,·cn bot,1 
WAN. any prlvn.te l)t'o\li,rty, rLrl•\ 1 w :,:•.t • I n nH,1·:\l u,nc\ n. tlnaudul ,nu:ce.,~. A.n,1 
.,,, It 11rh•ntn, Thin <lni;: 1. hnrl J;alnNl I bn, •nu~., •prnhlhlllon I!< rl"ni l nl!', 1111d IC 
n,y f•Olnt, J ,..,,nt out. ,vlth t he hnh", ! "'" ,,.,..,,1 a ,lull nl ,,11 , IL Hhould onl,Y b11 
,·nn Zn r,irl t. to r-::pr.n,1 the,, nft,~tuoou, h,~., 'a. .11nanlt ont". \ 
when I cnnH> t,n11,,. the,.., wr.l'r. '""'" H 1,. h=> n l r, , ,. ... , ohl T"nrt Worl., 
panf"llfll. or fcnco tln f~ht•f! J:Oln1-r. t nw :,r•l~ Jlh11:ilo who ha,· ·, • it 1 ht~ cHl"'n \ntau,~y 
1.h~ l~11,V Ju•n. ,..(\ 11:'l) .. I ""V'lfl u,:\(,) Ii ;, pul- ~jl1,nU on tlu, 111 11rr h h1~r1, ctu, nld rod. 
11n~ H n,U,lly. r r,-Jt JLnt }lie,, r \\'tiHhl ' '.':\~. n11d , ~, l•l ..... .. ... h lhlrrn or how th,'\ 
ir th-r.r 111 •,:tn.n l"lttlllnr.c th~ Jan (HI nur l11 1ilnnn i;,-.,,11 ltt r1,1)ul diHvn thf!! rh·~·· 
JH•rh ~uf'. Hut J ~\Iii not ~n:., n wn r, l v al! ..-y ;,orn 1h"' r111r 1 h nn1t tlrlvo ott 
fhlnkln,r J hn•I 1,:"rn,ri.- r, ,11y ~drt,1,,,1 t,, l':1 ~il~ 1•1111 tin1· :w:-1 fi- 11 111 tl,_._ 11rn\r l"• nnl1 
1h"' ln"!:\'il:ih1n n1,• hu~:1,H n ,·1 v.i·••ul l•'t hr-d :1ho,v lh(" ra how l. h •· liol rl l,~r!--1 c,,ui..> a l~•l I 
rin,\ h, 111?1lrp, thru I r111t li••· h :,hv t o 1\,,r ir <~ 11 unnn 111, fh •• \· r.llo y lo ,t rl \O 
f".lnrJ" nn,1 ,co t u ,.,. h:d, ·hl"' I. 1"h •• ,;10 1,_, t h,•111 awn)·, t,, :'tit'l' th•• o h l Rllo t:'f:i ~,~- j 
"''n ~ .!"lhtnh1R hr ii~·hll)' nn•l I , · ,t11l,l :i.,., ,•r:11,••t 
hth,• t,, w" rl r. :111•1 tlt"r'' '"• l wl t h all Ill\ " , '1,111 1t ,\· ,•t1 111111!:· · 11111,• 1· ,-, :,n, nnl :°'· ~11• · · 
T•fltll--Ht,, hp\j r.: n nl i1+u n1 11 l tul•nr n :,:-,• ti ·: •• , · , •,· ;1 \ 1• i•w i •l 1•1.i . , i 11 11 111· •·it .\ · :, h1 n f •• 1' ''. i . 
nr , -- ,..~ :1:1 ln •f1,, ,, ., . . 1,. . ,r,., I ,,:,,r)~i",I .. , ; , 1, 1,111 ,1· •· •• , . • , i . ,· · •· ,.. 1:1 •.1. •i'l1 11 1•1,·1 , · 1 
,, WI ii :,u, I lu n:1,,, 11 ud, 11 11,, •t 11 ,., ; 1,. : , ,, ,. • :1• '. 1 1 ,,. ,~ L a• · I• • , • 11 .... ,.; ._: ,n _,! 11i •• p :i .-: t 1 
1 ~1:""l'\l"I ,~ :•u'·I• • pf ' "'"' .~ ,,. ,. , .. .. , ,. , .... It• ' 1 .. , , . ; d f •• t' , . • , .... ,, HII ", I It •: ,., It•, in •. ! 
t h ('- ,:r,r~•t uut) ll1•""1 I \l"•~•1t tit,1 t~'L.•d .' .•, ;,,• t : :••· 1· " i, i,;. ,a l'.! 1;, : t. · ; \ \ :1: . ttq: r· :, :., i 
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Old Frenchman • s Wall, 01 ty' earliaai. landmark has 1ntarr.:1ngled st· r,. 

Aocounts differ ~a to when and by whv~ it wao dug. but tee w.P.A.h1atorJ 

of the county c:red1 ta a. Frenchman by t he name of Louis 1'h1 tmore with the 

well 1s inoer tion. Ona.:rlee 1.1i1tchell, .arly day Rettler~ claims i t wa1 



- -·------------~------------------.J 
··~ew Signs Point Way Now 
:_.)..,o Frenchman's··Well Here 
,New ri,:1111 wiil guhlo you now-If 

you ue lntercsttd-to l!'renchma11111 
Well, lu an ollcy where ~•aylor Street 
-lopes from Belknap liltcet towa~d 
the Trl11lt1. 

At tbu well n1>11oua a •11111 : · 
"ll'ronchnuw'• Woll, 181!7, n11irke,I 

b7 Bbl: Vln111 Oht1pter, D. A. R." 
An arrow 11oinl1 from llelk11a11 

Sfrcet to lhl' w.-lJ'a lootlon. · 
'l'hc well itself hns hcen tilled with 

earth l,mi: 1<inc1•, perhnp~ to kerr, curl• 
0116 children fron• f11lling into th~ 
ehaft. lint- the hh·e-ebopc<I masonry 
('Ove r-like 11 cnl.be,lrnl .-rypl- ~1unclli 
)0 feet hii;l,, n lllltllllllll'llt lo n lllllll 
whoHo ~urn1,me oloue euni,·ea. 

Old-timerH rccull heurlni:; tl1 Lt n 
atone m111101> nnm"I lJ11rh~'O mlgrut e,t 
to 'l'elU wich the ~•rAneb colony th"L 
11~ttled at ol,I l<'r,.uch '1'<1wn, flvr. nilt,i 
we&t or D11llnR, li11rbec movPd f11rthcr 
wr~t war,!, lrnilt • stone 11cboolh,:,11sc 

;) ,r . I 

on 'l'11ylo1·, neur llt.'lknup ::;1rcct, out! 
lhtm he en..:: t r., t II titoue ho1111e for hirn
b'elf 1111d family, 

Probably he 11lrendy hnd dug tl10 
Woll, but he at 111st, Ill the lu·IKhl of 
Ill ■ r.roft11m1111Rhl11, uon11tr11clt•cl thd 
hlvo-,hu11111I co~or with 11 11tout bHAIII 
at lt11 a11011, 'l'ht1 be11111, thu111th worm· 
rlllen, 111111. lllll'JlOrld 1h11 rUtil'y JHlllty 
thnt mu tit h11 ve hccn ucl,IP,I rw1110 yea rd 
uftr.r Bnrhcc ,tui:; th,• w,,11. 

l')Je1ubcr11 of thr 'ix Flni:;s Chn1,tcr 
first ll'11rn,·cl of the WPII':, · r•xisll·ncc 
through , ·,ru,lc IL 'l'1111ncr. ]7:.Hi Fifi.h 
A\'enuc, whose ,lani:hlt•r, .ll(r~. Clntlllti 
JJ, I>reuuon, i11 o d111plcr i'lwrnhrr. 

l,J r.<, W. I'. }lowclry of Si:,; l<' la~s 
Chn 1•lt:r, 1'1111ir1111111 ot her ori:unizn
tion'~ 11t11tc 1·11m111it1cc for tlrn 11re11cr· 
\' llli"n of hi•toric 1<J)nls, h >1ij led in 
tht• 111ovc ltt mwrk the 7fl·ycnr-okl well . . 

f'lower:i huf" 111:cn bet out al the 
wr ll's bnec, arul 1'1,·xkun chil,lrcn 
ncnrby huvo promi~••cl to tend them • . 

' .. 

,,:'J .,J{;J iJJ.-<AY- \1·1•<.UJI _,<_;._._ tJ~J fl-Cnv .(,1..(161~ 1 S ~ 
rJ..,J_,. 4 e_,(uv{ , {J.. (."U- ")''° ;.,<-- _f)_'- , / .tJl.,..___.: 

.)I .II ,If 

DAR Chapter Places 
Marker At Old Well 

__,,..,.... 
On West Doll.nap Slre!lt, at tho 

hone! oc 'l'aylol' Htreet, a • newly 
orocled lll!fO polnl.11 north tp All 
old pioneer well, 

At tho woll la 11, n111rli\lr rea1Ung 
"l•'1·ouchman'1 \Veil, 1867." 'l'hl 11 
w"~ r1acod thero roconlly by U111 
l:ilx Ii 1111111 Cba)llt1r, PA ll, 
· 'l'ho well wa11 ornoted by a Mr. 

Dnrheo, who 111h1rntuq to •ri~aa 
with the l•1rench Colony tt1al set
tled at the old l•'ronch Town at,oul 
five miles west oC Dalla11, aucc.rd-

' ing to Howard W. Pe11k. 
narl>oe w1111 a stonq mason and 

erected a. 11d100I l>ulldlng nt1M 
whcro Taylor f;trcet tntflriwct11 I 
llellrnap, Ho ah10 hullt a. 11t a 11e 
rHaldonco, ju~t 11011th ot lf\& wo11, 

, The well !ound11tlun sorve11 for 
lhll PfCijellt hulllllui: there. 

j 'l'he Wtill WM on bl11 J)l11,C6 und 
wua h1illl Ira th 11tyh.1 ot )1ta hou10• 

. lantJ Ju l!'nir1co, with a. lice hlv!l 
cover. Tho lllll~Onry was so well I 
co1n,tr11clo1l tho cov o r l11 11llll In al• 
moe~ raorrllcb condition. 

'!\I ra. It. M. Kel6o a11d Min l\lar
lha Darnall CUlllP08ed lhu e1,m-
1111ttoe In charl;u oC vlnclng 1110 
naarlcer at tho woll. '!'hey hllV(l 

al so laid out flower bod11 arot.ud 
the well. 

MrH. W. P. Uowdry, who Ir. a 
l"llt\tnhc 1· or tho cllu.·pler and lll,1.lO 
(')ialr111a11 or the co11111illl()e ror 
Urn 11ro11o rvat Ion of hl11to1·1c upc.t11, 
assi~ted the comllllttec In t:haq;e, 

JI .,II . "' 

, .r •. • 
1 • •• 
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Old Frenchman's (Soldiers) ,vell 
Original structure of old Ft. Worth, built in 1849 on 

bluff overlooking the Trinity, one block Northwest. Moved 
and rebuilt by Marvin and Obie Leonard for the Tarrant 
County Historical Society in 1848. 

On Court house ground, F t. Worth 

The Double Log Cabin 
At Holland's Lake. A monument to the pioneers of 

Parker County. The East Room with bullet scarred walls 
shows where George McCleskey was killed by Indians in 
1873. The West Room was Dan Waggoner's headquarters. 
Ranch house built in 1855. Adopted meeting place for Old 
Settlers Reunions. 

1.5 mi. E 'Weatherford, Parker County 

Colonel Alfred G. Cooper 
Seminole Florida War, 1836, Captain in Mexican War, 

1846, Lt. Col. Confederate Army, 1862, born in Tennessee, 
June 22, 1817, died February 28 1883. 

Spring Creek Cemetery, 8 mi. S Weatherford, Parker County, 
St. Hy 177 

To the Memory of 

Isaac Parker 
Pioneer, soldier, and law maker. Born April 7, 1793 in 

Elbert County, Georgia. Came to Texas in 1833. Served 
in Elisha Clapp's Company in 1836 Member of Congress 
of the Republic of Texas, 1839-1845, of the Constitutional 
Convention in 1845. State Senator. Died April 14, 1883 
in Parkcl' County. 

Near Weatherford, Parker County 

Samuel Joseph Redgate 
Born in England, 1800, member of Legislature, 1858-

1861, died May 20, 1893. Jane Yergins Jordt, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Yergins, wife of H. E. Jordt, born in what is 
now Oklahoma, August 20, 1836, died April 8, 1896. In 
Memory of Mary Yergins-Redgate, born in Germany, June 
11, 1816, died in Dayton, Ohio, October 31, 1881. Shortly 
after Mrs. Yergins was captured bv Indians in 1836, a 
daug,hter, Jane, was born and the two· were ransomed. Mrs. 
Yergins after the death of her husband, was married to 
Samuel J. Redgate. 

Greenu·o:Jd Cemetery, Treatherford 
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On This Site 
Then a post-oak gron b)' the side of the old Fort Worth 

and Fort Belknap Road, the first District Court in Parker 
County was held in 1856 with Judge Nathaniel Burford, 
presiding. 

6 mi. N "Weatherford, Local Rd. 51, Parker County 

Eastland County 
Formed from Young and Bexar territories. Created Fe~

ruary 1, 1858; organized December 2, 1873. Named m 
honor of Captain WiJJiam Mosby Eastland, 1806-1843, hero 
of San Jacinto, member of the Mier Expedition who drew 
the first black bean at Salado, Mexico, and was executed on 
March 25, 1843. Eastland, the County seat. 

.6 mi. W Eastland 

Site of 

First Oil Well Drilled in Eastland County 
The J. H. McCleskey No. 1 discovery well of the Ranger 

Pool was drilled by Warren Wagner under the supervision 
of W. K. Gordon of the Texas Pacific Coal and Oil Company, 
July 2, 1917. Initial production was 1600 barrels with three 
million feet of gas. Abandoned May 30, 1930 after produc
ing 275,000 barrels of oil. 

8 mi. SW Ranger 

The United States Military Telegraph Line 
Established in 1874-1875 from Fort Griffin to Fort 

Concho, crossed here. 
7 mi. E Baird, Callahan County 

Belle Plain 
First official county seat of Callahan County, 1877-1883. 

The first unofficial county seat was Callahan City where 
the Commissioners Court was organized, July 30, 1877, and 
several civil and probate cases filed. By an invalid election, 
October 13th, and by a valid election, December 9, 1877, 
Belle Plai.n was selected. On January 16, 1883, the county 
seat was located at Baird. 

6 mi. N of Baird 
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• 
· without any cradln&' at all and tin-
Jibed their -work Ju■t In time. 

Welc,>anl114r tllO Ro•d. 
The tlrat tru.ln r1Ln lntQ Fort 

Worth at nli;ht. The ens-lne J1ull
ln&' the train waa a. wood burner 
tired by band , a wood chunk 11.t 11. 
time, The entire countryaldo turned 
out to wltneH the 1pectacle ot IL 
real train runnlns- under lt1 own 
11team. Hnvlni. no modern 11.iltw
maklng 1lcvlcc11 like 11tcn111 ein!n" 
Rnd whh1tlei1 11nd belle tho enlhU• 
1la1tlc Fort "'orth booatc1·ll ma,le 
unvll■ and 11tc"I lmr11 an:<w,: r the 
purpo11e, A" tho train roll.al 11110 
the town a i.rtint chear wunt up u.nd 
ur.tlrlni. men kept up a din with 
the anvll11 1111d atoel b1u·11. Struni; 
men embraced and shed teal'!'! ot 
Joy u they 11aw their drcnm11 como i 
true. Back11 were 11h1ppod nnd nH,n' 
did fllnll'• n hout tho 11lreut11 to I hu 
fllckurlug lli;ht ot torch1>K nnJ u 
bontlre Which hnJ been Ill. Wlt
neNe■ say It wua one ot the most 
ln■plrln&' ■cene11 they over gazed up
on tor thosu who had ■tuck I hrou1,h 

, the tl&'ht, who hud wu.icurllct t h " h· 
all on the chnneo ot aruttlni: th e 
railroad to com11 on to thu \Vottt 
r.new when thoy 110.w tho olcl -.voo<I 
·,urner comu puttlnir out of the 
Jarkna■1 tlmt thulr u,wn w1111 m~lc 
1111}, th•t It would aurvlvo ,UICI I 

=~ ' -
~lll'f•h u many had predloted whon 
t,bey moved away. · 

: · Indian ,v ..... 
Durlns tho year■ after the Civil 

War and Just before the conatruc. 
lion of tho tlrat railroad Into the 
cit)' Indiana, with Comanch"a In 
J>rcedomlnaru:.o, fJ'l<lAd tbct te r! or 
to the We11t ot Fort Worth mur• 
daring 1eltler11, ateallnl' 1tock und .

1 burnlns- cropa and ho1ne1. They 
wero put In tltelr f1-htln&' ond 
·raldhoc moode beco.u1e ot tho t11cta 

, lhat the whtto11 were · ruth,cnly 
. ,ilal'lnir tho "ame on Which thuy 
(lepenlled for exlalence. 

Tho whltca wero killing ott the 
4oar and wild turkey And other 
j'ame, 1rnd the lnJlan■ re11tintc,J 

! 1h11. To rotal111te they plllui,;od 
! and made their r11lda on tho he1·d• 
ot aott(el'II, '!'hey 11lolo hor11cs und 

· .cattle even would enter thu home11 
:or the frontlcnm r. n and atoul 1111 u,u food In the house, It WUII 11nld. 

Fort Wor~h h1Ld a 11erap ovo1r 
the location ot tho county 1tent 
11lmllar to tlll\t which &'rlPt>cd Dul
hl• In HII ,iarly ll11y.. It 111.!Cllltld 
that Blrdvll:,.i , now only IL 11ma11 
ph1co, . con1t>'i:'ullvely llfl"llklni:, 

' wante,I the Al' :&t ot tho CO\lnly l{OV• 
ernment. An elccUon wu ,, hdd 
•~d wh,in tho vote■ Wero countc:1I 
It, WU found that Fort Wol'lh hnd --- ·- ·--~. 

MRS. W. A. SCHMiDT 
4812 MORRIS AVENUE 

~RT WORTH, TEXAS 7Sl0J 

won. But the realdenta ot Bird-, 
ville claimed, and Juatly ao It wall 
proven Inter, thnt the r•nnthcr City 
realdenta won lllem11ly by Import
Ins a family from Wise County 
and allowlnlf all 1t11 m embora to 
caat tho votes which decided the 
election. 'l'ho aqunbblo wa11 taken 
up and contlnu<'d tor 11everal 
year■ nnd w1111 11Ull golnir on ten 
year■ luter whc,n tha Lea;lalaturc 
authorized another l!lectlon, lle
tore thl11 W:IH helJ 0110 had loat hi• 
life, other11 were wounded, •s tho 
rc11ult ot tl11tlc encounters and gun 
fli;htlll . 'When tho final election 
\\·aa held Fo,·t \\forth won. Dy be
Ing the county 1mnt temporarily tho 
population 1111d beon lncrell&ed un
til a. preponderanco ot the voters 

· resided In l•'ort Worth. 
PN>tlf)CrltT, 

.As the city bei;an to grow there 
arose a i.reut dt<nl of rivalry bo
twofln bu11lnc11, men and property 
ownora on the two main thorough
fares, Main llnd Houston 11treold. 
Hnu11ton alrcet wna the mo11t pop
ulur l>ec1•u110 It W1La locatod near
er tho re•hlonce dlatrlcta, whllo al 
It• ■outh m111 South Main waa 
hell.d<'d 11hnn11t dh·uclly Into Houa
ton fl'tre .. t hCCU.UllU ot a jO(;, The 
owner of tho F'ort Worth Street 
Rnllwa1 w1111 ho11vlly lntero•l•d In 
proporty on Mnln atreut and not 
at all on tho othl·r tho1·oughto.ro. 
lb when hu duclded It wn11 time to 

j build an i:.ictu1111lon ot the lino Into 

South Fort Worth he dlacovered a 
way to div, rt an the trattlc up 

I Main, leavlnc Houaton atreet to tta • 
own devlcos. The now 11p1,1r wu f 
built down Main atraet to Front 
rr-c-et,- where I -wua tnmod d4reot - · 

ly weiit and acroaa Houaton atreet 
and lht!II aouth again and out oq 
South Main. Thia wa1 done tn
etcad ot Just conllnuln&' the llna 
1outh ai nn aa;lo from Main Into 
South ?.loin, And when he con• 
atrur.tcd the tracl<• acro■e the 
lower end ot Houston atreot the 
owner ot th1:1 railway company took 
no troublo to lower the j'r11de to 
conlncldo with tho srado of the 
atreet at nil . He Jett tho trac'k1 
and tlea lll>ove ground, effectually 
bo.rrlnll traffic from the aouth up 
Houston and turning It nil to J\faln, 
on which ho had much properly. 

Jndustrllll WMrtare. 1 

The tlrlft cars were horsedrawn ! 
and rroquonlly Jumped the track11. 
When this J,appencd the driver 
would beelcon trlenda who wouM 
aid him In llftln;- tho c1ua back on 
the ralla. The atreetJJ were un
paved and were muddy nearly all 
tho time or tlllod ankle deep with \ 
tine duat, BJdewalk1 wore of 
wood, 

From tho time the tlrat tra1n · 
pulled Into the icily until ten year■ 

. later Fort Worth thrived, but In 
J 888 lnd1111trlal trouble he11et tho 
cl t}': Other railroads had built to 
Forth Worth, Including the Santa 

Texu. 
the .Mlaaourt-Jten•a: I Fe and 

Claahea occ•Jrred aevera[ tlmu 
, during the duration of the atrlk~ 
Several peoplot wer& killed whe11 
traln11 were ambushed by etrlkor.._ 
and traffic waa ■uapended, Women 
aided their atrlkln&' huaband llnd 
tather11 In the conduct ot tha dla· 
puto. When enoua;h 11trlkq-brea~. 
era had been obtlllned to man a 
train and the train ■tarted theee · 
women would alt on the track and 
retuso to allow tho train to pue. 
Many of them had babe■ In thelt 
11.rme. Enclne■ were ati.rted dowu 
tho track9 to trl,K'hten them ott, but 
they stuck without wlnctnc 111 Ula 
steel monsters were run within a 
tew Inches of them before behi1 
brought to 11.· halt. 

Boom D11111 A,c~.· 
Whon the 1trJk11 waa aetUe4 ar-cl 

harmony onco more reatored Fort 
Worth continued to &'row and at
tract otht:1· railroad■. Today It la a 
bu11tllng city arid thou,rh It btara 
the 1''ort prefix aa a part ot· lta 
name, no fort and no eoldlera are 
round there, · 1 _ 

Whtie the modern ll'ort Worth~l 
bu1tlea on In It.a oomplea mode.rq · 
day lite, the remn11.nt1 ot It■ ancient 
birthplace ■land to1·sottt1n, While 
the lnunaoulo.te etueta ot the mod
ern city are BW"IIJ>t clean each day 
and ,nl«ht, thla verltkble cradle ot 
Ila clvllh:"tton 18 ooated wltb tn, 
duat ot 1ea~. 



Notes on Sealy ' s 

My great grandmother , Mary Sealy, died here during the Civil war, 

and is buried in Pioneer Rest . Grandfather Sealy, her son, died i n 

summer of 186lf. 'rhey came to •rexas years before from North Carolina, 

settling in south Texas , where they lived until after 

to Sane Charlotte Nance and the bieth of Aunt Joella , 

baby , November 1 6 , 1857 . When they came to Fmrt Worth 

his marriage 

the firs -t 

to live . 

Aunt Matt , (Mattie Baker Sealy Bolles ,) was born in a room of the ~ 

old fort soon afterward. The fort was a aquare stockade with a 

large, on:~E~om - and_: lo_~t ll~g_nouse at the corner. There was a 

well in the enclosure and it remained for many years after the f or~ 

was gone . 

, ·) 

"· ... :•:...~ ... ;l - , .. 1.~ 



FORT WORTH IN 1853 
(This illustration of Fort Worth · is made for the Record from 
a small water color sketch executed by Miss Christina · 
McLain, according to · a description by Mrs. Florence Peak, 
wido~ of Dr. C. M. Peak, a Fort Worth pioneer. The flag 
staff stands in the center of the square where the soldiers 
drilled. The houses surrounding all faced the square, the 
front row being the officers' quarters. The center house in 
the front row · was the largest and was occupied by Major 
Ripley_Arnold, in command of the post. This building was 
afterward used as a it~1 kept by Mr. Jack Brinson. The 
house to the right of the center was the surgeon's quarters. 
It was afterward occupied by Dr. Peak and was the birthplace 
of Mrs. Walden .. .,..J'he~ouse to the left of the center · was 
Lieutenant H~11oway's uarters. It was later occupied by Mr. 
Julian Feild, father of Dr. J. T. Feild, and still later by 
Dr. Peak . Howard w. Peak was born there June 14, 1856. The 
row of buildings to the north of the square were the 
quarters of the soldiers. At the left of the square was the 
hospital with two amall offices used by the quartermaster 
and the corner one used for commissary supplies. The little 
house in the upper left hand corner was the sµtler''s store, 
being on the site of the m of Mrs. Newman on W. Belknap 
street. Th~_ ?,~il~i~~- to the right of the soldiers un'el!rs 
was the cavalry stable, with a ~ublic well in front. In the 
lower right hand corner is Mr. Knerry's blacksmith shop. K.nA~r 
The prairie schooner in the foreground is starting to 
Houston for supplies under command of John White. The trip 
occupied three. ~onths' time. The site of the fort was one 
block west of the courthouse square.} 
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Old Frenchman's Well, City's Earliest 
Crumbles Amid Trash, Weed~ Landmark, 

i;;t1;:~:~g,~t•. 1wnn:t1 'r-
Young boys today played ~bout ~~ .·,~:-·, ·_._.,_+{_,\,, . ., / , 

I a crumbling, trash-fil led mound ot t-l.· _::· / .,· :· . .,:(' ).'/ 

i;~:~j~[;f ;;;;:~;:; ~~,l:fr 
like much toda,·. But this is .. ·:. ''"..f··:,,,,.,, 
the old Frencb~an's well, Fort · I 
Worth's oldest link with Its 
pa!!t. 
Here was started the commun

ity of Fort Worth, which will be 
93 years old tomonow. 

See that giant old s-ycamore 
. tree that stands over the well ? 
I Maybe that tree is more than 100 
i yea rs old. If it could only talk
, It can't, so Jack Killingworth, 
l 9, of 505 W. Bluff, takes over. \ 

Jack and Kenneth Lee, 9, of 444 
Burnet, play l'OWboy and Ind'ia.n , 
around the old well almost ev- I 
ery day. 
"This is the old Frenchman's I 

well- it's been he1·e since Indian 
1 days," Jack tells you. " See those 
old rotten sandb1:1 gs up there? The 
soldiers used to hide behind them 
and shoot. And see those barbed 
wire marks on ·that old tree . . · j 
that 's where they put t he wires · I to keep t he Indians out. " ' 

• At least that's what somebody .· 
to'ld Jack. 

He points to what he is sure a re 
bullet holes on the rocks sur
rounding the abandoned well. And :': .·· 

\$~. 
·:;:::::;: 

i 

he tells of finding a "general's j 
button" and an "old holster that : 
some co\,vboys must have left ) 
around ere in the Wild West FRE rcH~L\N'S WELL, historical link with early-day Fort 
days." Worth, is a crumbling ruin toda) on the eve of the 93rd anni-

H istories di.~er as to when 
the well wa.s dug and by whom. versar y of the city 's founding. In an alley off Taylor St. near 
The WPA histor)' of the count~· Criminal Courts Bldg., it's a play-place for neighborhood boys 
c.redit.s a Frenchman by the like Jack Killingsworth, 505 W. Bluff, and Kenneth Lee, 444 
na~ of Louis Whitmore with I Burnet. 
d'lggmg the well in the 1860's. _ _ _ _ _____ _ _ ___ ____________ ____ _ 

Bu~ C. ~- :\fitch_ell, an early set-I . . . . . 
tier , m his autobiography, claims was dug on the site of another- 1 mg wall on the north side 1s still 
in was dug by a Frenchman by it doesn 't make a lot of difference ! intact, but the rocks cm the south 
the name of Barbier in the 1850's. who dug it, or when. It's there. '1 s ide, several times rebuilt, look 
Barbier was said to have come to There are two entrances to U1e l!~e _the ru ins of an old Spanish 
l!'ort Worth from a F rench colony ! rock dome, one on the north side. 1 m1ss1on. The we ll ha.s been ftUed 
rlfar Dallas. Perhaps one we ll the other on the south. The slop - : up. 
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u,w •• -·· .......... -.u,u .&.run. ·J: n UI pa.r1JCU1&-r 
. . , • •-· •- ,ur , . ...,.,..,.r.,l '339,000 a.bo\·e oper~tln_,i-_;;pij;~.;:• ! form ot Iron I ■ eo.sllY aulmllnte<l doca 

,. , v , cne N.IQ It In- : llllp, was $7,1'(),~ i . The Sh reveport, Gherman &.f. South- 1 not blo.cken nor Injure- the teellb nor 
ale p, a.nd as 1lee1> le The ay»tem 11 fmi.di up ot· many In- ern showed a deficit ot $30,000. I upset the atomac!l. lt ._rill ltf rco.;se 
ed ce the amount oC dlvldual properllea. The report: 11holl.·I!·; Th• M ., J{. & T . first and L second I the ■treHt}l ar:d cndur:ir.ce or 1;w611k, · 
da. a-eroua. · j that most,oC these ■mailer Untj11 were · mortgaire llnea, embracing J,4411 inilea, nervous, lrrlto.bl&.: careworn. hte,gp.rd 

:ol rn 1n OJl a.ddrns on I operated o.t a lo■-, but It they ha.d the trunlc of the 1ystem, aho~•d an looking women 200 per cent 1 ~wo 
ot Doauty to Ooodnesa b~n ·oporaled 1n~•pendenUy ot the · avero,a-e net Income ot S8,0l6,000. weeka' time In m:my Instance■. b&ve 
1n beauti.b the "U• I .. ueed,lt In my own ,pracUc11 wltljl moat 
u" of the o8Jecuv., and , ,.. · 1 aurprlaln&- rosu,Ju.-ll'erdln..ud 1: Kl~ 

LS- t-ahould-be _.n ..... ot DEAL TO ALTER . MAB KET SijUA E M\ D . . 
1 

-~ , . ,! mentioned th• d.Jf- . i NOTEI 'NUXATED DtOl'I NCOm,nended. 
UN and mixed arts ~ above by Dr. Klnc can be ,obtatne4 from 

r.on 1n the' world • . . . 
1 

• any cood dJ'u,-,-111. wtu, or without la phy-· 
■!clan'• pr.,.crlptlon, 011 an abeolutii cuu-

n p with ••It-centered &r.tee ot ,ucceaM or money reru11cl..S. 

at'~~~tf:~ti.:Ei s I T [ .. F a R JA' IL ' NUT FORT s 111 .E·.. aJ:c~~t d~:n!i"1d ~~oJll~ru~i_~;s~~~d~' 
10 led. "Tba.t la our ' "Down t O . s·t 1

' ,, 
w· begin to think of & 0 ur oare 
b Ina- uaetul to ua we 

? ~~ ~:nJri:t~40:! NEARt·Y ClOSEO .· SAYS Pl ON~' ER ~~~u~tl~~~~-~~.
301~~.:~·.-:::}·:!~: Ji:vo.1)-0ro.tcd Pea.chC3, 3 lbs •• , -!~ ••. 2:60 

; . JDvn.poruted Apples, 2 Iba. ....... . 1~ ••• 25o 
1 Influencln1r the Co■t 4 Crown Ra.lAln.s, 2 !be . ...... . .. k , • . 2!x> 

," " :ll.S the aubJect ot H EA E AT ]:~IME SeodleeR Ra.ll! lns, 2 Iba .... . .. - ;~ .•• 21o • Ootaz o.t noon. . - • Fancy Cooklng F!gi,, 2 lbs ..... ,~ . •. 2:So 
L Mra. Percy V. Pen- A deal tor tlfe purchase of t_wc,, lots, Fancy Pltt6d R!!'(t l'lum111, lb • . ~~. , . 30o 
.£·eu.1r. on "What Our White Swan :Mince Meat. 3 p~1, .. 2.So 

or Its Girls." At ( each ha.vine a. fronta.go ot thirty-six Fancy Patent Flour, aack •.. -~ . . '2,4d 
. Howe w111 ■peak Oil fHt on Belkn&p street and Immediate- I Rollod .Oa.ts, 3 p)<gs , • , ....... )L • . 2So 

at?'' lY adjoin~ the market aquaro prop-- - I Ma.c.aronl, 3 pkp • • · f 250 
t of food wrua th' erty on tbe weat ha■ been pru..:Ucally The fort from which Fort Worth Spaghetti, 3 1Jkp • '' .• ' ' .••• ;!, ••. :25o 

~ne&lda.y attem•>Ob pro took llfl n,une was not located on the AJpho.beto!I, pk,:e • •• · · • •' • · · · ' 1 • • • • ,o.:. 
~et.hods oC Buytt:1lt·aa a clOAd by the city park board. A prop- It I t"' _ I i Egg Noodlee, pkg • , ••. , •..•. :: ..•. 100 
n ... the Coat of 1''ood lllo Ill b b 1 _., t s e w 1ere . ,.., county comm, se oner111 V 1 111 ,...1r~ . , ,0o 
•· • 0 • n w . . e au m llvu. to coun f plan to -erect tho new jail, bµ t stood erm ce • ..,_ •• • • · • • '' • • • · · • •.• · · · 
-. a roundtable 11l11cu1. Jello a pkll'a..~-" J ' """'" i Mary Gearing of the commissioners aa soon U It la poulble. !ftvee, natycc~ordn,me.l.lng 1:t-0 !Se.ae.L_mw wcc11a0_tt 2~ .. t~T,. Jr~~ -nfty J'ell ,W u . J4'ct ";. ' . ~ W . ' . ,=,. 

ii::as. She con·lemne<l providing tor tho addition ot thls prop- ;!ding at J200 Sam~~~~u:. who Minute Tapioca.. :: 
If, because It I& liable erty to the alte of the Dew J3.\l -a.nu 11.rrlved In Fort Worth In 1849, Pa.ta cake Flour. . 'I 
e sub■lltutea on thti crh:r1tnal court building. It wlll ena.ble Woody eay11 he le able to · tell the Bwn.n'a Down Cake Flour. 
spot. She condemned_ the •an to oo built fort" or fitly Ceet approxima te locallon ot the 111:te where 10 b•r• good L■\llJ d ry So■ p ·• • ,: · · · \250 
·tes becauae the con • 1 Id t d 1'- Ly• 3 ca"· •' ""'o west of 'the "'to""II ..... location I the o ort ■too by a t ~ue-worn ..., = • .. · · · · · , · .. · · · · • • • .. · ,.,_. 
the extra. 9Xl)enae In .., .-- ....... • fl.elJ1a.tQJH~.s1-~f.!lBt111 standing at Tay- Rub-N o-More Powder, '6 pkgs, ,; • .. 2:5o 
~ndemncd credit buy- Commlssloners Childers and Wall tor and Btu"traueets from which he de- Life Buoy Soap, 6 bu'"i. . ···· r. ····25o 

_uyer la apt to ,buy rulmltted Thursday that t-11', ~ILD hn.d clare11 he dipped mony o. drlnk,of wo.ter Hka.~ 3 co.ns . ... ..... ... . , -· •( .. . 2!10 

a.11..-ed on "The Stock retu11lng o commJt ~hemsel •s deti• Well ~u1 lt by Sold1e~. ~Ofi!l,li~- # A Ir I· 't- •,- . ~ 
Blodf(ett of tbo Ual- been pro~sed to them n.nd bo h, whllc back In l he elg~tles. • I Large Ivory Soo.p, 3 bn.rs • •-..:ir· •• _./\'25o 

Ou"• as n u cana o! nltely a m to ·favor It T~.e w ell Wtl!'I buit!- h1Y tho imllllt.t.s A~ur,• •~t.fr Ha*, fh ... ., . 1,,-. .. •• ~o ., ... ..1 • 1 · in .. !a.jor R ipley Arno d's commo.nd, t d T 
t ot Food." She de- t w 1 come nearer unltlnr every• nnd Woody enya he' 110.w them· at wor}c. A 111ur 8 E'~ Bo. ia.ur,-.,.' · .. ; · · · .30 '.> 
he dinner' 88 the door one concerned t,?an anytblng ·tbat ha.'1 He ea.ye tho.t Major Arnold ~ecame & G od Broalt:ru.a·t · Bacon. n,•: ... i, .... 2So 
he demonatro.ted h<>W been ,mirgcsted, W:ill eo.td Thu~aday. good trleJ1d to him, and that ' he got & S moked Shoulders, lb ....•... : • . .. . 18o 
·nds ot food thrown · Chlldera stated th11.t he cou.d not team and covered wagon a rtd would Dry SoJt Chunks, lb · •' • • .,_ • · .i(' · · · 16o 
llzed In ■oup. make 11. definite statement In regard to join the food eupply trains which Cruato, medium pail•· • , . . , , ,1; • • , .85o 
en hill 's aubJec.t WIUI the attitude ot the ~ommlssloners, i:,ut hauled ratLone from Houetol} to Fort Cru■to, large pail• .. . . .. ...... J: . • $1 .65 
by Education In the felt tha.t they were w1µ1na- to ao pa.rt Worth to feed the aoldlers a.nd citizen, Creamery Butter, lb • · · · • .. .. )!. • • • ,'\Oc. 
rtclency." Sho . Ila.Id w11.y." '.l'he propoeod · ·al'l'angement Is here. ; , Olt?Omargartne, ·tb ; ..... . . .... :~ .... 2:,o 
ranee tests for chi!· practlcally Identical with one oC th\l Woody says 1le dlstldctly remecnbel'II Freeh Egare, d~z • . . t., , . ..... ~ , ... 35o 

8 bad, and remlnde(l plane submitted by the women who tha t the old rock cis tern wu not far Wisconsin Cream Chee■e. i 
the ancient Greeks desired to preserve the 1lte ·0.1: the old from the fort, und estimates the dis• · New York Cheddar Cheeee. li 

t the child to co tort for park purpost'S. - tance from the cl9\e::o ~ fgrt to Brick Cheese. •• I 
,t' until l7 'ycara old ,The arrangement. probably wilt tnell.ll have been about eoven~feet eoutheaat. Llmbur,rer Cheese. · lj 
,s( audiences ot th,i that the comm..laalonera will rransfe:- He aaye tha t the site occupied by the • Im1orted Swl1111 ChceSf' . .' ,. : 
dreas ot ?.fr>J Percy the· preaent Jilli site, directly riorth of courthouse A.Qd tho .bulldlni,a on the Pimento Choeee. 1 
·ormer presla ent. ot the court houH to tho park board to ,block west of the cour thouse a.a well a.11 Green Chtlll Cheese. : 
·allon ot Women b be- u14ed tor pork purposes, In e1C.cho.n1CE: t he p roposed jail eite co~~oeed the Full Une of vegetaples;_ ·i / 
..,.)l i&"ht on "Who tor tho trnct west ot the market aquaro J>a rade ,crounde. • l Apples. peck .. ... ... : ... :, • •. ,, .• -.. . 50o 
·oulh or. Age?" site, Tho determination shown by tho · R•ca l l ■ Indian Fight.. Large Ora.po Fruit ••••• ' .• ~- i'.- •••. Uo 
hard~hlp!i or young pa.rk board In Its atten\.Pt to 11c-curp tho "I remcmhcr when the Comanche In- Oro.nges. , . ,' 
nrP. unable to II0lve property Indicates that the propoHll.l to dlans cha.~ed India n" belonging to an- ·Moat Scrap■ m■kH y9ur\ h•n~ lay, . 

:.:,.ueo ot 11. lack O oat.o.blieh o. large park between the other t ribe t o F ort Worth, ~nd ·I e11.w pkg , .. , 25 ., 
rt courthouae and the river, In conrormity tho Ind lu ne who were beln_if pursued p · ' · p · · "c,. • •.• • • • ·' • : ... • • j' " • • • · 

stnndlnar from tht,I with the Keesler plan will be c-o.rrlei.l run and hide In t.hc curra around the H~~%od~w era. . . !i 
0~ • old tort. They begged Major Arnold Little Chick Feed. · i! 

love nnil eyr.,po.thy , to help them, and he fired ·p. cannon, j' 
»ncluded, "&:et lnlll ~---...:;:;;::;:;:=::!!!::=-;;:;;:r... _____ which frightened the Com.anches a.way. · Chicken Chowder, _ ! :~::,:·E::~:~· ·S~ _HOO l c U A.VEY .. ~t;~~~n~{~1k~~l~i;;&~~~~~ . HFa~.ey PE~.=: -~s'!~Ai:·w·~· ·•~fE .. $2.R)~ 
vlh•. ·Persona auf ~ • iJ oC It," declared Woody, ! , • 'Yi1I Ion are Otten trou.... • 

~3~1~;~~~f~i , a N vacATmNs ,.~~DE~*~~6~~~~ oo•::::~;··Ct~:~:~~ 
it the Chamber of Commerce' and the ' 

· city school boa.rd can at;ree on ar
rn.nfementll for a voco.tlonal :survey, It 
ls -probable more acUve .ateps toward 

1al Safe Co., s:, extension of vocational tralnlnar In th~ 
.'Warded the, con- ~tty 1chools will be ta.ken In th1;1 near 

• • · -··'-'• 1 •uture. 
• - •• ·- - • ... _ ,.,._ __ ._ __ , - - • ■ ■-■-■· • • • L .::1 
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. ~! House: at 616 ~-. Hampton ·Stre.et in which1~~re used some 
.: of -the old logs. that went in the fort, 1849, at· Fort Worth • . 
· This house is -at 616 N. Hampton • . 



-A Jagged piece orwhlte ,nuon• 
ry, p,...t...,dlng from·the ,,.,_.de. 

A none arch .over a w•ll •tuffad 
with garbag .. . 

Th .. • .• ,.. the n•glected ruins 
ef . Fort Worth, th9 'military poat 
from wh.ich one of the proud••t 
olllH in the Unlt•d 8tat,A obtained 
It. name and from · whloh lta hla• 
tory dat.._ 

The ruin, a,.. at tha lntaraection 
,W~abloo.k 
~u•e ~d · • faw 

hundr-ed yard, from the Trinity. A 
tenant houM ia built directly over 
the apot wh_e,.. tH• Fort o·nc• atood. 
Th• well 111 in an alley. 

The ' Tarrant Co_unty Memorial 
Aaaoc:lation • will aoo·n Hk • bond 
leeue to buy thl• property •• well 
n the oli:I •Tarrant County publio 
aquarw. Thirty acre, In all will be 
purchHed .:nd it will be made into 
a paMt commem()rating the Tarrant 
Co1mty herdH In the World War. 

The most ~eau~tul · an<1 el11borate 
o.rk In the South, covering thirty acres 
nd taklnit ' tn (the blurt ot the Trinity, 
.._ddock Vin.duct nnd portloha ot the 
~nlty River : bottom.._ 111 "th6 plan ct 
ti.a T~t County ·11r1emorld .Allso-
latlon. · · 
'I'be .A.Hoclatlotll la -an orgaclutlon 

o· bufld a ll'Ulta.ble n1emorhll to e,·c·J 
.'arrant County aoldler who parllcl• 
ated ln the World War. It Is ono of 
l'e strongest orga.nwttone In the Stato, 
,&Tina' tor It.a unit members trorn 
Y•~ c1T1c . and commercial cluh In 
'an-ant. The reach of Its lnnuor.ce 
1tend11 to every community ond hllm• 
,t 1n Tanant County. In Fort Worth 
1J of the womdp'• ctvlc clubs, lhe P~r
at-Teached I Aa90Clattona, alumni 
luba, the oommerclal lunchoon clu~11 
e1onc to lt ana In rural dlatrlcl• tf!e 
ommuntty and,.chool bouee club••~ 
wo a!tlllated li'lth It. · 
·A:lA&dY the . projected plan hna t • 

OJ)roval of tbe enimember1hlp. OP,
\.Qna h&Te been o'htn ed on about thlr
, . licrea of land alon the Trlnltv Rl,·er 
1,>tt northeaat and mediate\," north 
14_1 north~. _or_._ -~ ~oua:Uiou~~ - co!· 
.dn« the tdentlai.l apot whero the old ... . . - - .. ..,...,. __ .'- --- --
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I Ill:, New Tork. T im "" 
claJ t.••11e (J \,;"ir1 

WA:0:IUNl.TJJX, 
recelvert SunJ11y 
Mex.lco. contain 11 1 
the movements no d 
cleco \'ilia ' and G, 
vdth n hint =o! their 
Ing In tho , adv ices 
nouocement r<·cunt l• 
lean ElmbM,y here : 
·have UP.en disperse, 
comes rrom a Vll\1 
Chihuahua City an 
that tho tntelllgcnc 
nlcatert to tho t;nlt• 
thorlt les who serve 
mer C11.m1,>al1,n,i . 

Acting on VIiia', 
tactics, arter the V 
out or Juarez by Ar 
rtnlred IIOUthwoot I 
en~e In tho d~~er~ 
d~clde'1 to employ t 
dlsto.nt !rorn '1h11 
torc cs wero th em 
mlas11ry purponei, 
subsistence v.1t ho111 
upon tho por,ul:1l l 
thnt this ecn.tter ln 
report ot the dis~ ! 
hoops 1,lvon out b. 
ba.,sy . . 

The de11lre ot 'Vl 
capture Juarez wa: 
a baae or suppllea 
U:elr mlllt11ry Core 
their eulJnl sLfnce f r 
w1u, u.lso desired to 
try and It WIUI IJcll r 
Junroz the United 
forced 111 time to re• 
1.• ·vcrnment In ci.1 1 
J)Ort o! El l'IU!U, 1 
t!on or the Unite, 
Carrunzletos, howt 
VIila. plan . 

The population o 
re11 ortcd to he n t, 
b<ot 1•,ccu aecret 11 u p 
r.vo ,,ed suppo1·t ern 
said to bo conr.ral 
hcahua City th a t 
Vll\lalae by Am er: 
rehol lender h a.cl< 
months. llo;wrl 9 n 
and Angeles l(o,·o 
again and that An , 
b on his wny to c 
to.ke rctui;o In 1 

'l heno report-, n.r" 
n ,cd by tho Vlll tl. r, 
and on the borJc-r 
week ago ln'lt Woo : 
leaders held a m e 
mllcM or Chlhun.hun 
their plans tor c11 1 

pal~. • 

■tt• bea.uUfled w hl 
1n thelr pre11ent et 

Build in t 
Tbe well 111 'but i 

trom th.e bank.'! .Of t 

ea.rly de!e.ndets w 
the India.Ia that 1 

river after WD.t.er , 
The Redsldna wou l 
vec-etatlon along- th 
and tako pot sbolJI 
tboy went to get 
wa11 dug and over 1 
teal 11haped a.t:ch. e• 
8,t~·enty YeJU"B "Wblc 
deterlori1.teu It. 

Tonkawa.:, w1u1 1 
dlLD trlbo whi ch J; 
as. They woro e 

• most ot lhom' U ..-e , 
Thi> mi ITta'ry· C!) 
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FIRST WELL i inal fort was 
mains of the t :n's Well just 
the old Dute m on Taylor 

I . north of Be)\map accidentally 
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smashed Y a 

' ! in the 1940S, 
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THE OLD "FRENCHMAN'S WELL" 
has been nearly forgotten by a growing 
city as a historic link with early days 
in Fort Worth. The old well is located 
in what is now an olley off Taylor StrP.et 
-near the Criminal Courts Building. It was 
duq during lndion days, althC1'0gh histories 
differ as to when and by whom. The 
W,P.A. history of this county credits a 

. Frenchman by the name of Louis Whit
more with diqging the we~ in 1860, but 
C. E. Mitchell, an early settler, claims in 
his autobiography that it was duq by 
Barbier, a Frenchman, in the I 850's, 
Stories are told of early-dav soldiers hid
inq behind it to shoot. There ere two 
en.trancos to the rock dome-one on the 
north side, the 0th.er on the south. The 
sloping wall on the north side is still intact. 
At one time, it was the town's only water 
supply. The old well is now filled but 
it is a real historic landmark in Fort Worth. 

- ·------ ·- - - - -

MRS. W. A SCHMIDT 
4812 MORRIS AVENUE · 

FORT WORTHt n:xAs 7Gl~ 





_ Frenchmaµ dug first public well in Fort Worth 
BY B ILL FAIRLEY 

Special 10 the Star-Telegram 

• In 1857, a pioneer woman en• 
~ tered a beehive-shaped well house, 

took a bucket from a stone shelf 
' and cranked the container into the 
~ water 60 feet below. 

After a few minutes. she cranked 
~ the heavy, water-filled vessel back 
t to the top and poured the contents 

.j into two of her own buckets. She 
replaced the well bucket on the 

; shelf, picked up her buckets by long 
• rope handles that she put over each ,, 
• of her shoulders. Then, she trudged 
. ,i 
• wearily back down the hill to he, 

family's one-room log cabin near 
the confluence of the two branches 

of the muddy Trinity River. 
Fort Worth's first community 

water department was in place. 
Before the well opened, Fort 

Worth residents depended on indi
vidual wells or bought water from 
vendors who hauled waler into the 
city on wagons. About 300 people 
lived in Fort Worth in 1857, and 
they paid to have a well dug to pro
vide free water to residents. 

French emigre Alexandre Bar
bier. a stonemason and well digger, 
constructed the well. 

In 1855, Barbier and several 
Frencb natives artived in Texas and 
settled in La Reunion, which or
ganized along the li11es of a com-

munist-style colony. All land and 
profits from their individual labors 
wcnt into 1hc central 1reasury with 
each member sharing equally. 

In 1856, however, the treasurer 
absconded with the assets, and the 
commune broke up. Three La Re
union families , including Barbier's, 
came west to Fort Worth. 

Fort Worth residents hired Bar
bier to dig a well where 212 Taylor 
St. is today, jusl north of West 
Belknap Street and across Taylor 
from the Ripley Arnold Apart
ments . 

Local boys followed the 
Frenchman as he slowly and care
fully erected the well house using 

limestone blocks he had cut, ac
cording to 1he memoirs of Charles 
E. Mitchell. who was 7 al the 1i111e 
that the well was built. 

Ruby Schmidt, a member of the 
Tarrant County Historical Com
mission, researched the well several 
years ago and wrote that the well 
house was "JO feet high in'a bee
hive-shaped cone; its walls were 
three feet thick. It had a stout beam 
at the apex which supported a chain 
pulley. A shelf niche inside held a 
water bucket . There were openings 
on the north and south sides·• large 
enough for a person to enter the 
structure. 

Many people incorrectly thought 

, , .. /Z.-- C/7 

Tales frmn 
WI-IERE THE 

WE TBEGI 
Stories from the colorful 
history of Tarrant County 

that soldiers stationed at the Fort 
Worth Army base had built the 
well, Mitchell wrote. Soldiers built 
a 90-foot-decp well in 1he middle of 
what is now Houston Street, near 
where the Tarrant ounty ourt
house stands today, but that was 
only to serve the fort. · 

Mi tchell knew Barbier well. The 
Frenchman built-his home 50 feet 

(More on FAIRLEY on noxt page) 
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Fairley 
From previous page 

north of the well on what is now 
North Taylor Street where it runs 
do:,ynhill into the Tandy parking 
lot. 

The location was just west of 
where the 2nd Dragoons ' fort 
stood, named by the commander, 
-.~aj . Ripley Arnold , in honor of 
Gen. William Jenkins Worth, hero 
of the Mexican War. 

1 .Large public water wells, such as 
·Frenchman 's Well , were rarely 
used after city water began being ~ 
pumped into homes and businesses 
in 1884. Only those who lived with
in a few blocks of Frenchman 's 
Well continued to u e it. 

In 1933, 75 yea rs alter Barbier 
,had completed the we ll , the Six 
'Flags Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution crcdc<.l a 
'commemorative sign beside the 
well: "Frenchman 's Well, 1857, 
Marked by Six Flag Chapter, 
D.A.R.' 

The well had long since been 
filled with dirt because it was con

·sldered a hazard for neighborhood 
children. 

. In 1940, when the Federal Hous
.ing Authority was beginning con-

truction of the Ripley Arnold 
-Apartments across Taylor Street 
f-~om the well , Roscoe Ady, an of
l'jcial of the Fort Worth Chamber of 
'C'ommerce, sought an injunction to 
-prevent demolition of the well by 
'"persons who are removing stones 
from its walls." 

" Ady said he was working with 
the housing authority to "help pre
serve the well.' 

Special lo the S1ar-Tclcgrnmffc lM Pl·.NN IN<il nN 

Lili Hyder and Peter Rowan More sit in a Frenchman's Well House 
that was orginally built in 1857 and later rebuilt on property now 
owned by the children's grandmother Martba Hyder . 

But in the mid-1940s, the hive
shaped well house was toppled by a 
garbage truck, strewing the stones, 
bricks and mortar across what had 
become an alley. 

In 1949, the Tarrant County His-
: torical Society, to commemorate 

Fort Worth 's 100th anniversary, 
planned to mark the exact well spot 
with a historical plaque. T he group 
also proposed that the structure be 

rebui lt, using the original stones, 
across from the west side of Court
house Square. 

Department store owners Mar
vin and Obie Leonard, who then 
owned the property where the orig
inal Frenchman 's Well was located. 
agreed to pay for rebuilding the fa
miliar beehive-shaped structure 
west of the courthouse. But the well 
house soon had to be dismantled 
when the court house wns ex
panded. · 

Most of the huge stones were sa l
vaged and purchased by Ollie Bur
net, who rebuilt an .almost exact 
replica of Frenchman s Well in the · 
garden of her Fort Worth mansion. 

Today, the site of Frenchman's , 
Well is covered by the jail complex. 
And the salvaged stones that were 
reshaped irito a well house are in a 
Grecian setting surrounded by a 
trumpet vine at the Rivercrest es-
tate of Martha Hyder. · 

Sources: Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
story, June l~38', 'Ch&rles EIJis Mitch
ell's memoirs,- a · portion of. which were 
published, in the Fort Worth Nelvs
Triburie in January 1976;. and the pri
vate memor ilia collection of Charles 
O'Toole, F,ort Worth. · ~ 

Bill Fairley is a longtime Fort Worth 
resident interested in the history of 
Texas and Tarrabt County. You can e
mail him at bilfairley @star-telegram 

• .net 
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A - Commanding Officers 
Quarters, two rooms 
e -Officers quarters, two 
rooms 
c-Otficers quarters, two 
rooms 
D- Quarters Company B, 2d 
Dragoons, two double 
buildings with passage 
between 
E- Unoccupied company 

-- u 

F·-Hospital. two rooms 
G-Adjutant's Otflce, two 
rooms 
H- Two commissary's 
storerooms 
I- Quartermaster's storeroom 
K- Guard House 
L- Bake House 
M- Company G Troop shed 
N-CompanyG Stable 
o-Unfinlshed quartermasters 
stable 
P- Laundresses 
a- Sutler's Store 
R-Kitchens 
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THE OLD FRENCHMAN 1S WELL Alley, Taylor & Belknap, Ft. Wor th 

An old s t one wel l dug to s erve those on the bluff over l ooking 

the 'I'rini t y was l ocat ed a t t he alley of Taylor Str eet and will soon 

be a forgot ten memory. fl. hive- shaped masonry hood stood high over t he 

well to protect those dr awing water. Although well marked in the 1930s , 

the well fell i nto disuse end wa s eventually torn down. A token rebirth 

of the hood on t he court house square lasted only a short time, due to 

t he building of the µd j acent courtrooms on the wes t side • 

. _u1~~ ...e..-7a. ~/9%3~ 7 
FRENCHMAN'S WELL 200 block of Taylor 

The old well has been nearly forgotten by a growing city as a historic 

link with early days in Fort Worth. The old vell vas located in what is 

now an alley off Taylor Street near the Criminal Courts Building. It was 

dug during Indian days, although histories differ as to when and by whom. 

The W.P.A. history of this county credits a Frenchman by the name of Louis 

Whitmore with digging the veil in 186o, but c. E. Mitchell, an early settler, 

claims in his autobiograpey that it was dug by Barbier, a Frenchman, in the 

1850 1s. 

Still another says the well was dug by one Gounoah, a Frenchman who 

lived in Fort Worth, helped settle the New Icaria people in the valley near 

Justin of today 

Another version gives the address as 212 N. Taylor. Says that the veil 

is of heavy stone blocks and tapers to an arched top. The W'alls are neary 

three feet thick. 1915 newspaper. 

I personally know that until it was moved it still contained a heavy 

beam to support the rope and bucket. There was a wooden shelf on the inside 

to place the bucket when not in use. 

Dates of opening of the El Paso, Sept. 22, lf:/77J was expanded and called 

the Pickv"lck in 1886; renovated and called the Delaware 1891; razed in 1910 

by Benj. J. Tillar and the Westbrook built by him in 1911. 

Whe~ opened in 1921, the hotel was called The Texas; shortly thereafter it 

became kn.own as Hotel Texas. 

Ginger Rogers (Virginia Katherine McMath) b. Independence, Mo. 16 July 1911, 

daughter of Eddins and Ela :aogene (Owens) McMath. Began as child dancer in 

1930. Step father John Rogers. ✓ 

City Directory of 1945 lists 3135 E. Lancaster, Tarrant CoW1ty Children's Hom~. 

T&f' marker date 1980. 
~ ,,,, u/,. - /•~ .·'--

Oakwood entrance marker enclosed. 

Saunders marker sponsored by North Fort Worth Historical Society. 

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH Incise: Azle Historical Museum, CWF, Azle Christian Churcl: 

117 Church St. 1980 

B:l.rdville Church of Christ, 3208 Carson St .. , Fort Worth 1979 

Birdville Cemetery 1975 6100 Cemetery Rd., Haltoa City 
&.!:~8Y 1979 



~ TEXAS S.E.SQUICENI'ENNIAlr-Olapter :::501 li"I ta:, :S / X FL AG S City 5J,e.,-r ·C-,J DI:, T ti 
., / . Olainnan/Address RUBY JACKSON SCIIMIDT 4612 MQBBIS..._FORT JJOBTlttisais 761.0) 

Nunber maribers flying Texas Flag. ______ Flying r·lag of the· SA. ~ Dia your 
Olapter present a Te.xas Flag__ng__ Large __ Small __ Miniature __ Where __ _ 

Say Pledge to Texas Flag~ lb.v many meetings? J n D:>es your chapter have a 
Texas •. Flag Code l:x:x:lk? no Name it?...--"""'"'""" __ Did your chapter plant Texas 
Wildfl0wters Ind1 viduale What kind?_..,.h.u.l..uu.aeubo~nnu.uie~t,&,E;aL...--------
Publicity? ___ ----=-_______ ~--:-----"'.:---------7-;;:~.-:-:r-=-::.--------
D~d your chapter plant trees appropn.ate to area no What kin:l _____ ___ _ 

Where? _________ ....,.,.r--c--=--:--:-----;-"t""':':'"'.":::-:::;:----;:::-::i:".:=,---:;,~::::---:::1-:: 
Did your pres~t a Texas History Book to a Library? no Sch:x:>l __ If so,give 

narres, ___ _,__--=~--e-~--:e----,,,,,,.,.,~==~=;-;---==---;:7,;:;-n=r;~;--;;:;::;;;nr7-;:;;;:;:::;;:;i'\:::-;-i5;:::3:::::;: 
Did your give THE TEXAS CXN-J'ECTIOO--vH'Ili THE AMERICAN RE.W~IOO by ~rt 
H.'Ih::lnhoff to a scho::)l or library? Jes • Did_~ reoogru.ze any American 
Revolutionary Patriot, who also was a Texas Hero or Citizen?~Name ____ _ 
Where? _____ ....,...._Kin:i of cerena1y? ___ ~--.,,,,.----,---:----,r-:.--;:.----
Ha.s your chapter planned a special program on Texas Sesqw.centeruu.al? ..J,y<-118,....i;.,._ __ 
Describe cannot count due to March & April 1966 datea · · . 
Has your chapter planned a special proj~ on Texas ?esquicent~al? ~q.... 
Ciescribe on - reverse side._ A special award will be given foF the most 
outstan:iing TexasSesquicentennial celebrations. . ; 

An int_eresting Fort. Worth relic is ·no longer on viw; this early veil vns· on \ 
' I I 1 • •, • \ 

the origin6:1,·. bluff loca.tinn of tha tllltar,. poet Yhich later became Fort Worth. 

The beo-hive shaped maaonry·cover 0£ limestone stood ten feAt high vith an opening l 
i on the north and t~e south. Apparantl7 protection from Indians vas a concorn. • \ 

Located near the alley of Taylor Street, tha vhite stone hive vas very noticible. 
I 

. . . 

Fil Terrell, earliest vhite man in thie area, had a nearby home and us9d Yater from-

this veil. A lettor from Houa.rd w. Peak, child of the fi:rat d_octor here, indicateo_. 

the vator from this det3p __ .'i:,'.ell vas ver-:, eveet. Another .letter to Six Flags Chapter, . 

23 se.it.19.32, from Peak gives additiorwl in.formation, although there are confliot~g 
stories on who dug the vell. 

Six Flags ~ked the well in early 1933, laying out nover beds to enhance 

the location. A heav, orik boe.m supported the pulleyJ _an oak shelf held the bucket. 

After a garbage truck dru:ia.ged the hive shape, it vae torn dovn and removed 

to the \1eot la\111 of the county court house, tv" blooke _ to the ea.et. · There it remained 

as a reminder of early pioneer deyo until a neAd arose to add courtrooms on that lo

cation. There va.a a my~tery for l!lll.n;T 7eare about vhat happened until the Tarrant 

County Historical Commission discoverod Marth.a Rovan H;rder had commissioned. a ma.son 
I 

to reconstruct the hive cover in her rear gardens at 4910 Crestline. Unfortunately, 
. . 

the appearance was cha.need to a lower, rounded top. 

Sinoo Six Fla s ori inall marked this 

to re-mark it r h ~A nB\l Jail complex nov covers tho original 
-•· ... .. , .. ~· ········· . . . . . . 

. .. 
. ' 

I 

site. The plln is to plaoo a placque on the exterior wall nearest tha original location. 

This will be e.n approved Fort Worth 150 project e.e \lell as an approved historical 
marker through the Toxa, Ristorical Comzn.ission, 

(Incidentl.y', vhon the i:uway vas dug eighty feet deep through this bluff, 

water still fioved. from the eouroe of the veil vater and had to be diverted through, 
a drain to the rivor.) 



August 22, 1984 

iVtrs. Ruby Schmidt 
Tarrant County Historlcol Commission 
T JC, Northeast Campus 
828 Harwood Rood 
Hurst, Texas 76053 

Tax I 75-600-1170 exemption certificate 

Dear .Ruby 
According to your request of August 22, 19fUthe phot011 you wish to use are: 

Ft. Worth Housil-g Authority I 1: The Frenchman's Well, dug in 1857. 

Please supply the following Information: 

Purpose f« whi~h you desire photos study purposes-not for reproduction 

If the photos ore to be published, also supply the following information: 

Title -------------------------Pub Ii sher ------------------------0 ate of Pub I ication 

Enclosed are the Regulations for Photographic Collections explaining the rules 
and fees for using photos from the museum. If you agree to the terms of our 
regulations, sign below: 

Name Date ----------------- ---------
We have received your remittance for S 5 00 • When we have received 
one completed and signed copy of this letter, we will reply to your request for 
reproduction and ship the previously I isted photographs to you. 

a; 
Marni Sand~fr.5, 
Curator of Photographs 
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